
21st July 2019 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
“’Martha, Martha’, he said, ‘you worry and fret about so many things, and yet few are needed, indeed only one’”. 

(Luke 10:41) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun 21 July Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 8.30am 

10.30am 

† John Coffey 

† Sheila Gorham 

Mon 22 July St Mary Magdalene ---------- No Service 

Tue 23 July St Bridget of Sweden 10 am †Patricia Butler  

Wed 24 July St Sharbel Makhluf 10 am †Dan Dowds 

Thu 25 July St James 10 am Sorin Serban 

Fri 26 July Ss Joachim & Anne 10 am ‘A Special Intention’ 

Sat 27 July Our Lady on Saturday 10 am †Margaret Daly 

Sun 28 July Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

8.30am 

10.30am 

†Patrick Cussen 

- 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (023 80442189) 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Confessions: Saturday at 10.30am after morning Mass 

Rosary: Wednesdays, starting 25 mins before Mass 

Hall Bookings: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 

 

We can lose (or never have) a relationship of love with 

God and instead fill the void with ‘good works’ done 

with no relationship to or interest in God or neighbour.  

We can forget that good works are meant to be the fruit 

of God’s loving grace in our lives and a loving 

relationship with God is the root from which all fruit 

ultimately grows. 

 

I guess Martha was like many of us.  She was a follower 

of Jesus but in the moment where she had the 

opportunity to be close to Him, she was too busy with 

the other tasks which ‘must be done’. 

 

I don’t think Jesus is asking us to drop the work which 

needs to be done, but to ensure we have our priorities in 

order, setting aside some regular time or taking 

advantages of the opportunities sometimes presented to 

us, to develop our relationship with God so that the 

demands of our daily lives fall into the context of, not 

only Gospel values, but a loving and living relationship 

with Him as our anchor which keeps us from drifting. 

 

It is easy to ‘know about’ God but to simply ‘know’ 

God, to have a relationship with Him which is alive and 

healthy is something quite different.  As Christians our 

goal is to be outward looking, missionary disciples, 

witnesses and examples of Jesus.  Unless we ‘know’ God, 

this becomes a difficult task.  God is experienced by 

others, through those who are alive in Jesus. 

 

So our challenge is to find regular opportunities in our 

daily lives to spend time growing in our relationship 

with God.  Patience and persistence will be necessary as 

any relationship takes time to build.  All the Martha 

work will still be there when you are done.  Only, 

afterwards you will have the grace and guidance to help 

you do it! 

 

Rachel Brady,  Parish Secretary 

Welcome  to our Masses this Sunday.  Now that 

the school summer holidays have begun, we 

hope that all students and those working in 

education have a restful break.  A very warm 

welcome to anyone visitng our parish this 

weekend.  Please gather with us after the 10.30 

am Mass for tea and coffee in the hall. 

 

Pillar Information – There is a page on the website 

which lists the Pillar Leaders and the various areas 

they oversee.  The full document on the parish 

governance, including the presentation shown at 

the open meeting is also available to read on the 

member’s area of the website.  Additionally the 

information is also illustrated on the model in the 

church porch.  It is hoped that this will help all 

parishioners in directing issues or queries to 

appropriate people in the parish so that all 

matters can be looked after effectively. 

 

Next week’s newsletter will again be printed on 

Wednesday afternoon as I will be away on Friday.  

Please let me know before Wednesday lunch time 

of anything you would like to be included.  
 

 

 

The Martha/Mary balance 

 

I find it so easy to identify with Martha in the Gospel 

reading today.  Life is so busy.  We are filled with 

activities – including religious activities – than run us off 

our feet.  It is easy to let this busyness take over as the 

driver of our lives, and somehow finding time on a 

regular basis to simply sit at Jesus’ feet, speak our hearts 

to God and listen to him in scripture and liturgy, which 

is essential to a living, loving relationship with God, 

feels so difficult to fit around the daily onslaught of 

tasks which ‘must be done’.   



PARISH OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK: 

Tuesday & Wednesday 9.30 am – 3.00 pm 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Money: 

Last week 

Main Collection: 

Gift Aid Envelopes inc tax reclaim - £74.68 

Loose plate collection – £305.74 

Standing orders - £1009.88 

Second Collection – Sea Sunday £515.63 

Next week: 2nd collection – Roof Fund 

 

Roof Fund Standing Orders & Gift Aid 

If you already gift aid your donations and would like 

to make a regular donation to the roof fund, we 

would like to encourage you to set up an 

additional standing order to enable easy gift aiding 

of these additional donations.  To do this our bank 

details are: 

Account Name:  Immaculate Conception Church 

Sort Code: 30-93-04, Account number 00887995.  

Please quote reference "BF???" substituting your gift 

aid ID number for the question marks.  Thank you 

again for all your valuable contributions. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! To Pam Campbell who has this 

week been announced as the national winner of 

the Lifetime Achievement Award category at the 

NHS Parliamentary Awards.  These awards 

celebrate people who have innovated, impressed 

and made a real difference to how the NHS 

provides care for patients.  Pam’s long nursing 

career has enabled her to make a huge impact on 

the lives of many homeless people and she is 

recognised as a national leader in the field of 

homelessness. 

 

Street Pastors are beginning another round of 

training in September.   If you are interested, but 

want to see what it’s like first, why not try an 

‘Observation Patrol’ alongside other Street Pastors.  

Contact 023 80333387 or e mail 

southampton@streetpastors.org.uk. 

 

Vocations 

‘”It is He whom we proclaim.”  Are you being 

called to proclaim Christ and word of God?  To 

explore further, contact Fr John Cook 

vocatoins@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Tel:  01329 318869 

 

LOST & FOUND An empty rucksack was found in the 

hall last Sunday after tea and coffee following the 

10.30 Mass.  If it belongs to you, please claim it 

back from lost property in the church porch.  There 

are currently a range of other items in lost property.  

If you think you have lost anything at the church, 

please take a look and recover anything 

belonging to you. 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for July  
The Integrity of Justice: 

That those who administer justice may work with 

integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in the 

world may not have the last word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CAFOD Update meeting 18th  September  

You are invited to a CAFOD update meeting on 

Wednesday 18th September from 7:15pm to 9pm at 

St Colman’s Church, St Colman’s Avenue 

Portsmouth PO6 2JJ . Jess Michelmore our 

Communications Officer for Latin America will be 

speaking about our work in Columbia and how your 

donations are making a difference to people’s lives. 

Please book your place so that we have an idea of 

how many people are coming by emailing 

portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or phone 01252 329385  

 

Fanning the Flame Summer Camp, run by the 

Dominican Sisters based in Sway in the New Forest.  

19 – 23 August for ages 10 – 25 yrs.  Gather with 

around 100 young people, bring your friends, make 

new ones.  It doesn’t matter where you are in your 

relationship with Christ, you are welcome to come 

along and ask questions, spend time with the Lord, 

receive the sacraments and have a lot of silly fun!  

www.fanningtheflame.co.uk/summer-camp 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land – 21st Feb – 4th March 

2021, organised by Fr John Cook.  Please note: there 

is a fair amount of walking involved & stamina 

required to join this Pilgrimage.   For further details 

please contact Fr John Cook or Mrs Clare Ryan on 

01329 318 869. 

 

ADORE – Alton Day of Renewal 

Saturday 27th July, 11 am – 4 pm, Alton School, 

Anstey Lane, Alton GU34 2NG 

Theme:  The Power of Praise and Thanksgiving.  This is 

part of our overall 2019 theme “The Power of Prayer 

– praying to make a difference in the world”  Guest 

Speaker, Alastair Emblem.  All are welcome to join us 

at this mini-retreat.  Come for the whole day, or just 

morning or afternoon.  No need to book in 

advance.  11 am Rosary,  11.30 am Mass followed 

by Adoration and Confession, 1 pm Shared Lunch, 2 

pm Praise and Worship, 2.15 pm Talk, 3.15 pm 

Healing ministry. 

 

Canonisation of Cardinal John Henry Newman 

The cover story in this week’s Catholic Herald is the 

story of the miracle that has been approved and is 

leading to the Canonisation of Cardinal John 

Henry Newman.  On the morning of May 15, 

2013, Melissa Villalobos sensed that her life - and 

that of her unborn daughter - hung by a thread. In 

desperation, she turned to her “spiritual father” 

Cardinal Newman, after which she was healed 

completely.  John Henry Newman, will be 

canonised on 13th October 2019 at a service in St 

Peter’s Square.  
 

For Sale:  Household Goods & Furniture.  For further 

details and enquiries, please call Catherine on 023 

80475297 or 07870631082 
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