
SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Isaiah 50:5-9 
Psalm: 114:1-6,8-9 
2nd Reading: 
St James 2:14-18 

Gospel: 
Mark 8:27-35 

12th September 2021 
TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

“He asked them ‘who do you say I am?’” 
Mark 8:29 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Vacant position 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: Saturdays, 10.30 am (after Mass) 

Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 
(currently available for regular bookings only) 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 
 

Sun 12 Sept TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

†Nora Savage RIP 
†Virginia Gundayao RIP 

Mon 13 Sept St John Chrysostom - No Mass 

Tues 14 Sept The Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross 

10.00 am - 

Wed 15 Sept Our Lady of Sorrows 10.00 am - 

Thur 16 Sept Ss Cornelius & Cyprian 10.00 am - 

Fri 17 Sept St Hildegard of Bingen 10.00 am Holy Souls 

Sat 18 Sept 1ST MASS OF SUNDAY 10.00 am †Martin Pearson RIP 

Sun 19 Sept TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

- 
- 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 

all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever. 
Amen 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:– 
TODAY, SUNDAY 12th SEPTEMBER – Catholic Education Servie 

NEXT SUNDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER  - Home Missions  
 
The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by your 
gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 
 

 

PARISH FUN DAY 
    TODAY 
after the 10am Mass. 
 

Lots of different activities for all. 
        Food and refreshments served. 
  Please come and join us. 
          All are welcome. 

 

PARKING IN BELVEDERE ROAD AND CHURCH CAR PARK 
EMERGENCY ELECTRICITY WORKS 
Please be advised that for the next 3 weeks, Kent Road 
is closed at the junction with Portswood Road, next to 
the church.  To access parking along Belvedere Road or 
the car park behind the church you will need to turn into 
Belvedere Road, further up Portswood Road and drive 
through the Industrial Estate. 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS NEXT WEEK:  Tuesday & Thursday 9.30 am – 4.30 pm 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


 
A REFLECTION ON THIS SUNDAY’S GOSPEL 

 
Suffering from the Divine Perspective 

Jesus began to teach the Apostles that the Son of Man 
must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after 
three days. He spoke this openly. Then Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. At this he turned around 
and, looking at his disciples, rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but 
as human beings do.”  Mark 8:31–33 

 
This was most likely not the reply that Peter was expecting 
from Jesus.  Peter was struggling with fear as Jesus explained 
that He would be entering into much suffering and death at 
the hands of the religious leaders of the time.  Peter loved 
Jesus and was fearful and anxious about the thought of his 
Master suffering and being killed.  So Peter, motivated by fear 
and confusion, tried to “talk some sense” into Jesus. 
 
The result?  Peter was rebuked in the presence of the other 
Apostles by Jesus.  Jesus went so far as to say, “Get behind 
me, Satan.”  That must have hurt. 
 
To understand this properly, we must start with the obvious 
conclusion that Jesus’ words were words of great love.  Jesus 
is not capable of anything other than love.  Therefore, we must 
seek to understand how these strong words from Jesus were 
loving and holy. 
 
The key to understanding this is the second thing Jesus 
said.  “You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings 
do.”  Jesus had just revealed to the Apostles the deepest 
mystery of His life’s mission.  Namely, He just revealed that His 
mission was to accept unjust persecution and death at the 
hands of the religious leaders.  But in revealing this, it is also 
clear that He intended to bring good out of this suffering.  He 
would not have allowed this suffering if it were not for some 
greater good.  The hard part is that, in order to understand this 
great mystery of suffering, one needs a deep faith.  The 
Apostles were being challenged to see this situation from the 
divine perspective.  Peter was having a hard time doing so, and 
that is why Jesus had to challenge him so directly. 
 
Jesus’ rebuke was a rebuke of love, helping Peter break free of 
his fear and limited vision so as to enter into this profound 
mystery of Jesus’ loving sacrifice.   
 
Reflect, today, upon your own struggle with the Cross of 
Christ.  His sufferings continue to be made present in our 
world through the love and sacrifices of His sons and 
daughters.  When Christians suffer on account of their faith, 
we must see this from the eyes of God, not the eyes of 
men.  We must see the divine blessings that accompany such 
sufferings and we must accept them in accord with the great 
mystery of God’s plan. 
 

A reflection for 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
My Catholic Life (www.mycatholic.life) 

 
 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue334?e=34c55
ac6ce 
 
CTS BLOG 
https://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/675939392/7c7d
cf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f1
77746e10ee 
 
ASSISTED DYING BILL 
This October, an ‘Assisted Dying’ Bill will be debated in the 
House of Lords. If successful it will allow a terminally ill adult 
with less than 6 months to live, assistance to commit suicide. 
The Catholic Church teaches that this represents a crime 
against human life, we cannot directly choose to take the life 
of another, even if they request it. The Bishops therefore 
urge you to PRAY this Bill is defeated, WRITE to Peers and 
MPs expressing concern about this proposed legislation 
and SHARE our resources and those of our allies, in the 
weeks ahead with family and friends, especially via social 
media.  Guidance on how to write to politicians can be found 
here:  parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-an-mp-or-lord/ 
Resources, which will be updated in the weeks ahead, can be 
found on the Bishops Conference of England and Wales 
website here: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/life-issues/ 
You can read more information about this issue here: 
https://mailchi.mp/cbcew/opposing-the-assisted-dying-bill-
2021?e=d8f421addf 
 
NEW STREET PASTORS VIDEO 
Please take a look at the video on the link below about the 
work of the Street Pastors in Southampton.  You may 
recognize a few faces!  Could you help with this work?  
Leaflets with further contact details are available in the 
church porch. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2lA8pBKilg&ab_channe
l=SouthamptonStreetPastors 
 
STEWARDS NEEDED TO HELP WITH OCCASIONAL FUNERALS 
AND BAPTISMS ON WEEKDAYS 
We are very short of stewards for the above weekday events.  
Could you provide some occasional help?  If so, please talk to 
Fr Antony or contact the parish office. 
 
CATHOLIC SEMINARS AND SHORT COURSES 
The Centre for Catholic Studies at the University of 
Durham has an excellent ongoing programme of Catholic 
Theology Research Seminars, the Ushaw Lecture Series and 
conferences.  For details, 
see https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-
centres/catholic-studies/. 
The London Jesuit Centre also hosts a number of interesting 
courses as does the Thomistic Institute in the USA though 
beware of the difference in time zones for live talks. 
 
TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASS 
Please join us for refreshments after the 10 am Masses on 
Saturdays and Sundays (to take place 
outside for now, weather permitting in the 
presbytery garden).  IF YOU ARE ABLE TO 
HELP SERVE TEA AND COFFEE PLEASE 
LET US KNOW! 
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