
13th June 2021 
11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B 

“It is like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it 
grows into the biggest shrub of them all” 

Mark: 4:31-32 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: office@immaculateconception.church Facebook: 
Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 
883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 
Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Enquiries re the Sacraments: 
please make an appointment by email. 

Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 
ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  

www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 
SEE DETAILS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE NEWSLETTER TO BOOK TO ATTEND WEEKEND MASSES 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 
 

Sun 06 June ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

Attendance bookable 
Attendance bookable 

Mon 07 June Feria 
 

- No Mass 

Tues 08 June Feria 10.00 am Open to attend 
No need to book 

Wed 09 June St Richard of Chichester 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Thurs 10 June Feria 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Fri 11 June Feria 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Sat 12 June St Romuald 10.00 am Attendance bookable 
A special intention 

Sun 13 June TWELFTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

Attendance bookable 
Attendance bookable 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 

all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever. 
 Amen 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:– 
TODAY, SUNDAY 13TH JUNE – No second collection 
NEXT SUNDAY 20TH JUNE – Day for Life – the church teaches that life should be protected and nurtured from 

coneption to natural death.  This collections supports these activities. 

 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by 
your gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY MASS BOOKING 
Please book by the preceding Wednesday, 12 noon, by sending an email to icmassbookings@gmail.com (or if you do not 
have internet access, please ring the parish office during office hours.  Please ensure you leave the following: 

 Name & contact details 

 No of people in your group 

 No of children under aged 10 

 Any special circumstances 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 am – 4.00 pm 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Psalm: 
91:2-3,13-16 
2nd Reading: 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
Gospel: 
Mark 4:26-34 

http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


 

 
 

My dear Friends: 
 

Garden lovers, today’s gospel will resonate in your hearts! We plant seeds and saplings, water 

and nurture them. Day and night, quietly and ‘miraculously’ they germinate and push their 

heads through the soil. The sapling transforms itself into the sturdy oak, and the smallest of 

mustard seeds “springs up and becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large 

branches, so that the birds of the sky can dwell in its shade.” Essentially, each one of us become 

Sowers of the seeds as we scatter our words and actions around us. Social media can be like the 

wind which carry our words and actions near and far. While we sleep, and live our days, these 

words and actions take root and grow. Very possibly, we do not know if they blossom and bear 

fruit. This is the beauty of God’s love flowing from the core of our being into the seeds we plant 

through our words and actions.  

  

But you know, it is not just the scattering of those seeds of God’s Love, Compassion, Hope, Joy, 

Justice and Healing which we hear so much about…This pilgrimage of Life is also the amazing 

adventure of realizing our uniqueness in becoming God’s awe-filled creation. Realising, 

especially in the raging challenges of this pandemic that life is indeed ‘a mystery to be LIVED; 

not a problem to be solved’!   

 

It is a time to focus our attention, even amid the frustrations, worries and concerns of current 

times, on the blessings which also touch our lives. Rumi once said that we should ‘wear 

gratitude like a cloak and it will feed every corner of your life’. That savoring of life’s daily 

adventure (just think, in the history of the whole world, today has never happened before!!); how 

we ‘distil’ and process the joys, sufferings, successes failings, rewards, challenges which we 

experience, become sieve which make us who we are. 
 

One of the great Greek writers, Nikos Kazantzakas, (Report to Greco), expressed this very well 

when he wrote: All my life one of my greatest desires has been to travel-to see and touch unknown 

countries, to swim in unknown seas, to circle the globe, observing new lands, seas, people, and ideas with 

insatiable appetite, to see everything for the first time and for the last time, casting a slow, prolonged 

glance, then to close my eyes and feel the riches deposit themselves inside me calmly or stormily according 

to their pleasure, until time passes them at last through its fine sieve, straining the quintessence out of all 

the joys and sorrows.  

Remember me as loving you, 

Fr. Antony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



OTHER PARISH NOTICES 
 

PAINTING AND CARPENTRY SKILLS? 
We are working towards the easing of restrictions in 
the church and we would like to make sure it begins 
once again to feel a warm and welcoming 
environment.  Over the past year some areas of the 
church have suffered unusual wear and tear and 
now need some cleaning up and repair/maintenance 
work, for example, we would like to repaint the 
church doors which have a lot of damage from 
sticky tape used for signage.  If you are a painter or 
carpenter or have some good DIY skills you would 
be willing to use to help out, we would be very 
pleased to hear from you.  Please speak to Fr 
Antony after Mass or contact the parish office. 

 
NEW COMMON GOOD EVENT SERIES 
The Common Good: what does it mean for 
families, for society and for government? 
A new series of four public conversations for 
2021 
Politicians regularly say that they want to act for 
the common good. This is not surprising. After 
all, who could disagree? But, what does the term 
mean? And is it an agenda just for politicians? In 
this series of four events hosted jointly 
by Together for the Common Good, the Centre 
for Social Justice, Caritas Social Action 
Network, the Benedict XVI Centre for Religion 
and Society at St. Mary’s University, we explore 
the meaning of the common good, and the 
responsibility it places on families, society and 
the state. The series is supported by our 
longstanding partner, CCLA, one of the UK’s 
largest ethical fund managers, home of the new 
Catholic Investment Fund. The first three events 
will be held online, and the fourth in person, at 
the Church of St Mary Putney, home of the 
historic 1647 Putney Debates. 
For further details and to join this online series 
go to the following link: 
https://togetherforthecommongood.co.uk/news
/new-event-
series?mc_cid=74eea4c2f9&mc_eid=6694f6de79 
 

 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue324
?e=34c55ac6ce 
 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL CORONAVIRUS 
UPDATE 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOU
THAMPTON/bulletins/2e26f55 

 
MASS BOOKING PHONE NUMBER 
Please note that if you don’t have internet access 
and normally phone to book Mass, we are no 
longer using the 0800 number.  You can now call 
the parish office during office hours to make your 
booking. 

 
OPEN AIR CONCERTS 
Flautissimo (based at our Church Hall for 
rehearsals) will be performing the following free 
outdoor flute concerts over the summer.  A great 
opportunity (if it’s good weather) to take a flask 
of tea, some cake, a picnic chair and a friend for a 
trip out.  They would very much appreciate 
support. 

 Sat 17th July 3pm to 5pm at Romsey 
Bandstand 

 Sat 24th July 11:30 to 1:30 at Eastleigh 
Bandstand 

Sun 1st August 11:30 to 1:30 at Eastleigh’s Pavilion 
on the Park, Kingfisher Road 
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