
 

 

 

  

 Jesus went to Nazareth, the town where he lived 
when he was a boy. He went to the synagogue, 
which is like a church. He began teaching, and 
many who were there were amazed at what they 
heard. They didn’t know that Jesus had so much 
wisdom and power. But He wasn’t welcomed by 
everyone.  Some of the people in the synagogue 
began to make fun of Jesus. "Who does He think 
He is? And where does He get this wisdom and 
the power to do miracles? Isn't this the 
carpenter? Isn't He the son of Mary and the 
brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon? 
Don't His sisters live right here in the same town 
with us?" They were offended by the teachings of 
Jesus and refused to believe in Him. 
Jesus responded to those who rejected Him by 
saying, "A prophet is not accepted in His own 
hometown, among His relatives, on the streets He 
played in as a child." Because of their unbelief, 
Jesus was unable to do any miracles among them 
except to place His hands upon a few people and 
heal them. Jesus was amazed at their unbelief.  
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Last week was the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul 
King Herod had Peter 

arrested. 

The people who followed 

him and believed in Jesus 

prayed for him. 

 

 

After Jesus rose from the dead, Peter was one of the 
first to see him alive. Peter’s given name was Simon, 
but Jesus gave him the name "Peter." The name means 
"rock." Jesus entrusted Peter with a very special task. 
He appointed him the leader of the Church. Jesus said, 
"You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church."  
Peter received the Holy Spirit with the other disciples 
at Pentecost. The gifts of the Holy Spirit enabled him to 
carry out the mission of Jesus to witness to the Gospel. 
He encouraged the early Christians to spread the 
Gospel message to people of all nations. He was 
imprisoned for preaching the Gospel. When he was 
released, he continued his mission. Then he went to 
Rome to preach the Gospel there. When a persecution 
of Christians broke out, Peter was arrested and killed. 

 

 



 

 

 Paul spent much of his life after becoming a Christian 
travelling around to different cities preaching and 
starting churches. He spent a lot of time at some of the 
churches and just passed through other towns. 
Although he was never the full-time leader of those 
churches, he worked very hard teaching leaders and 
getting the churches established before he moved on 
to the next location. He stayed in touch with the 
churches after he left.  Church leaders would visit from 
different towns or write letters reporting what was 
going on.  Paul would write letters back and forth to the 
churches to encourage them and help then when things 
were not going well. Saint Paul wrote more books in 
the New Testament than anyone else.   

 


