
SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Joshua 24:1-2,15-17,18 
Psalm: 33:2-3,16-23 
2nd Reading: 
Ephesians 5:21-32 
Gospel:  John 6:60-69 

22ND AUGUST 2021 
TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

“You have the message of eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
John 6:69 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Vacant position 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: Saturdays, 10.30 am (after Mass) 
Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 
 

Sun 22 Aug TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

- 
Thanksgiving on behalf of the 
Abraham Family 

Mon 23 Aug St Rose of Lima - No Mass 

Tues 24 Aug St Bartholomew 10.00 am James Queen 

Wed 25 Aug St Louis IV 10.00 am †Baby Rosesheen RIP 

Thur 26 Aug Blessed Dominic Barberi 10.00 am  

Fri 27 Aug St Monica 10.00 am  

Sat 28 Aug St Augustine of Hippo 10.00 am †Joe Gobbi RIP 

Sun 29 Aug TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

† Queenie & Jimmy Marmion RIP 
†Mgr Patrick Murphy O’Connor 
RIP 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 

all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever. 
Amen 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:– 
TODAY, SUNDAY 22ND AUGUST – No Second collection 

NEXT SUNDAY 29TH AUGUST  - No second collection  
The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by your 
gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 
 

 

TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASS 
Please do come and join us for a short time after the 10 am Masses on Saturdays and 
Sundays for refreshments after Mass – to take place outside for now, weather 
permitting in the presbytery garden. 
 
PARISH PICNIC 

On the bank holiday weekend, Sunday 29th August 2021, After the 10 am Mass.  Weather permitting, in the 
Presbytery Garden.  Bring your own picnic.  Refreshments provided. 

 
MORE EVENTS COMING SOON! – Keep a look out for other social events to be advertised in next week’s newsletter 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS NEXT WEEK:  Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 am – 4.30 pm 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


 
A Reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel 

 
As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to their 
former way of life and no longer accompanied him. Jesus 
then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?” 
Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of 
God.”  John 6:66–69 
 

We Have Come to Believe 
 

As a result of what?  As a result of Jesus’ teaching on the 
Eucharist “many of his disciples returned to their former 
way of life and no longer accompanied him.”  The Eucharist 
was the deepest and most beautiful teaching Jesus had 
given, but for some it was more than they could 
handle.  So many left Him.  But this passage also reveals 
the beautiful faith of the Apostles, especially Peter. 
 
First of all, Jesus does not back down in any way from His 
beautiful and very deep teaching on the Holy 
Eucharist.  What He said He stands behind, namely, that 
“unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you do not have life within you” (John 6:53).  He 
goes on to say, “For my flesh is true food and my blood is 
true drink” (John 6:55).  
 
From there, Jesus turns to His disciples and gives them the 
freedom to accept or reject what He just taught.  This 
freedom He gives to them is essential to them entering 
into authentic faith.  If Jesus would have pressured or 
manipulated the disciples, it would have been hard for 
them to freely choose to accept Him and all He taught.   
 
The same is true with us.  Jesus does not require us to 
follow Him.  He will not force or manipulate us into 
believing.  He will not pressure us.  Rather, Jesus offers 
Himself and His teachings and invites us to believe.   
 
Within this context, Peter makes a profound statement of 
faith.  “Master, to whom shall we go?”  In other words, 
Peter was saying, “Lord, even if the teaching is hard, and 
even if it is unpopular to follow you, and even if we must 
suffer, be rejected, be misunderstood…you are the best 
option.”  Think about it.  What other option even comes 
close to the option of accepting the full and deep 
teachings of Jesus?  Is it better to only take part of what He 
says?  Doing that is a form of rejection of Him. 
 
Peter gives us the witness of one who has come to believe 
that there is only one good option in life.  That option is the 
choice to follow Jesus no matter what.  Nothing in life is 
worth choosing over Christ.  We should strive to discover 
this truth that He is the only one worth choosing.   
 
Reflect, today, upon these words of Peter.  “Lord, to 
whom shall we go?”  Jesus is God, the Messiah and 
Savior.  He has the words of everlasting life.  He is the best 
“option” to choose.  Say those words of Peter and, in 
saying them, make the choice to choose Him no matter  

how popular or unpopular that choice is and no matter if 
others are making it.  Going with the flow leads us down 
the wrong river.  Making the right choice sets us on solid 
ground. 

A reflection for 21st  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
My Catholic Life (www.mycatholic.life) 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
Next edition next week due to holidays 
 

COULD YOU HELP WITH WASHING AND IRONING ALTAR 
LINEN? 
This is just a small task and with enough people on the 
rota, would only require your help once a month!  If you 
are able to help please let Fr Antony know or contact the 
parish office. 

 
CONFIRMATION 
A final call for young people who would like to be 
confirmed.  We are hoping to start a confirmation 
programme for any young people in the parish over the age 
of 14 starting within the next few weeks.  If you are 
interested, please write a short letter to Fr Antony by the 
end of August, explaining briefly why you would like to be 
confirmed and send it/email it to the parish office. 
 

   BAPTISMS 
Being baptised in the church next Saturday 
28TH August: 
Dylan May, son of Michael & Olivia May 
Asha Mirza – son of Helga Budiman 
We pray for them and their families on this 
important occasion in their faith journeys 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING EASING OF COVID 
GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING MASS 

 No requirement to book to come to any Mass 

 If you have special circumstances and need a particular 
seat, please contact the parish office so that we can 
reserve one for you. 

 Weekday Masses all open as usual for anyone to 
attend 

 As we come into the church we are continuing to: 

 Wear face coverings 

 Sanitize hands 

 Sign in using the QR Code or the signing in book at 
the door 

 Refrain from using the kneelers for the time being 

 Please find a seat, leaving the aisle seats free and one 
seat between yourself and other households. 

NB:  If you would be more comfortable with additional 
space around you, please pick up ‘seat space’ cards on your 
way in to put on the seats next to you.  Alternatively the 
Saturday Mass is being provided as a Sunday Mass for 
those who would still prefer a more socially distanced 
option with 2 seats distance. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%206.66%E2%80%9369
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%206.53
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%206.55

