
Sun 29 Mar Fifth Sunday of Lent Houedikin Godfroy RIP 
Mon 30 Mar of the 5th week of Lent  
Tues 31 Mar of the 5th week of Lent Maureen Weir RIP 
Wed 01 Apr of the 5th week of Lent  
Thurs 02 Apr of the 5th week of Lent  
Fri 03 Apr of the 5th week of Lent Charles Robertson RIP 
Sat 04 Apr of the 5th week of Lent  
Sun 05 Apr PALM SUNDAY 

the Passion of the Lord 
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Claire Starley RIP 

 

NO 
PUBLIC 
MASSES 

Fr Antony will say 
Mass privately 
each day and 

include all 
requested Mass 

intentions 
 

 

29 March 2020 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A 

“I am the resurrection and the life.  If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?” (John 11:26) 

l”  (Mark 9:35) 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 
Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Confessions: Saturday at 10.30am after morning Mass 
Rosary: Wednesdays, starting 25 mins before Mass 
Hall Bookings: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

	
 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @ic_portswood 

 
 

 
You know, this morning I walked around the Stations 
of the Cross. When I was a child, I used to think: If I 
had been there, I would not have been one of the 
jeering mob. I would have been the Simon of Cyrene 
or the courageous Veronica..! Perhaps this 
challenging time is indeed a time, when we not only 
open up ourselves to the oceans of God love, 
strength and healing, but call forth the Christian 
heroes and heroines in the core of our being to 
enable, and empower us, to respond in our words 
and actions, with God’s love, generosity, hope.  
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin once said that when 
humankind had mastered the winds, waves, the tides 
and gravity, then, we shall harness for God the 
energies of love and then, for the second time in the 
history of the world man will have discovered fire. I 
think this is certainly that time.   
 
I shall leave you with the words of Emmet Fox: 
 
There is no difficulty that enough love will not conquer; 

no disease that enough love will not heal; 
no door that enough love will not open; 
no gulf that enough love will not bridge; 

no wall that enough love will not throw down; 
no sin that enough love will not redeem... 

It makes no difference how deeply seated may be the 
trouble; 

how hopeless the outlook; how muddled the tangle; how 
great the mistake. 

A sufficient realization of love will dissolve it all. 
If only you could love enough you would be 

the happiest and most powerful being in the world... 
 

Love, Peace, and Blessings, 
Fr. Antony 

 
 
 
 

 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1st Reading:  Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Psalm:  129 (130) 
2nd Reading:  Romans 8:8-11 
Gospel:  John 11:1-45 

My dear Friends 
 

It is wonderful to be with you all again – even if it is just 
by this newsletter (video link also available on website!). 
 
Indeed, these are challenging and changing times! It 
sometimes feels as if what we are experiencing is a 
movie, and all we need to do is flick channels on the 
remote to reconnect with reality. However, this is the 
reality! It is a reality, however, in which Jesus assures 
us that we are not alone. He is with us every step of the 
way. His embrace will enfold us with his love, strength, 
courage, patience, perseverance and healing. 
 
In Sunday’s gospel, Lazarus’ death has rocked Martha 
and Mary’s worlds to their foundations. Like rays of light, 
piercing the darkness of their grief and loss, Jesus 
enters the turmoil of Martha and Mary’s hearts and 
minds. He awakens Lazarus from his deadly ‘sleep’ and 
orders him to leave the tomb.  
 
This coronavirus scenario has certainly rocked many of 
our worlds to their foundations. Family, friends, Faith 
Communities, church, work, social activities, and a host 
of other situations we have often taken for granted, have 
suddenly become ‘distanced’. Into the midst of this, 
sometimes frightening, scenario, Jesus enters! Like rays 
of light piercing the darkness of our fears and concerns, 
he awakens us to the greatness of God dwelling within 
each and every one of us. He calls us out of fear and 
panic into the ocean of his love, compassion, 
forgiveness, strength and healing. 



 

 

 
 
 

MASS ONLINE 
Live and recorded services are available to watch 
and take part in on-line at  
https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 
This page shows a schedule of live services but it is 
also possible to view recorded services if you are 
unable to watch at the specified time.  A link to this 
can also be found under the Documents/Resources 
area of our parish website. 
 
DAILY MASS READINGS AND PRAYERS 
If you would like to read the daily Mass and 
Office/prayer readings, they can all be found on this 
website:  https://universalis.com/mass.htm.  There is 
also a link to it via the Documents/Resources page of 
our website. 
 
NEWSLETTER FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE PARISH 
From next week, we will also send out a newsletter for 
young people in the parish with interesting things to 
read, activities to do and some useful website links to 
keep you in touch. 
 
EASTER ART COMPETITION 
The Easter Art competition for children is still running!  
During next week we will load the colouring sheets 
onto the Documents/Resources are website of our 
parish website so that they can be downloaded.  
We’ll also load up the competition guidelines 
including an e mail address to which you can send a 
photo of your artwork entry. 
 
CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS ONLINE 
Masses are suspended, as many UK Catholic 
Diocesan newspapers as possible are being made 
available on one website (www.ChurchPaper.co.uk) 
so parishioners can stay in contact with their Church 
and their community.  Although currently there isn’t 
one for the Portsmouth Diocese, you might still be 
interested to read what is happening around other 
areas of the country. 
 
IN NEED OF SUPPORT?/WILLING TO VOLUNTEER? 
Although, the volunteer /buddy scheme is now 
operational, we are still in the process of contacting 
some people. Please let us know if you are able to 
help with shopping or being a phone friend to those 
who are isolated, live alone, or would welcome a 
friendly chat. While we have initially focussed on 
those in total isolation, if there are other people who 
would welcome a phone friend, please let us know’. 
 

 

 
PARISH FINANCES 
During the current Coronavirus Crisis the parish 
income will be considerably affected.  Whilst we 
will continue to receive the usual offerings from 
Standing Orders and Direct Debits, all other income 
has ceased.  We ask that you please give some 
consideration to other ways that you can help. 
 
1. Even if you cannot use Gift Aid you can still set 

up a Standing Order.  Standing Order forms are 
available on the parish web site if you do not 
use online banking. 

2. Payments to the Parish Emergency Relief Fund 
can be made on the church website or by way 
of a one off bank transfer (Use the reference 
ERFxx – replace the xx with your envelope 
number if you Gift Aid)  If you do not have 
internet access, please just put a cheque in the 
post to the parish office saying what it is for. 

3. We still need to repay the loan for the roof 
replacement – again a Standing Order or one 
off bank transfer with the reference RFxx will 
ensure that we are able to do so. 

4. Continue to support the Lenten Jam Jar 
campaign – keep filling the jars and keep until 
the church services resume. 

5. If you cannot use bank transfers please consider 
putting aside your usual Sunday Offering in 
cash, so that you have a fund available to 
support the parish when the present emergency 
is over.    

 
The Parish Bank Account details are 

Sort Code 30-93-04  Account No 00887995 
 

THANK YOU 
 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
For those who use Gift Aid envelopes, boxes of 
weekly envelopes for the new tax year 
commencing 6th April have been prepared, but 
cannot be distributed in the present Coronavirus 
Emergency,  Please continue to set aside your 
weekly offering, if possible, for donation when the 
crisis is over. 
 
EASTER EGGS 
Fair trade chocolate eggs with an Easter story-
activity book are available to be delivered to your 
door from https://www.rpbooks.co.uk/gifts-lent 
 
CLOCKS GO FORWARD THIS WEEKEND 
Don’t forget to change your clocks on Saturday 
night! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
FR ANTONY! 
With best wishes for a 
happy birthday on 
Thursday 2nd April. 
Thank you for your 
dedication and support to 
our parish community, 
especially in these more 
difficult times. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
E Mails to the parish e mail account are being 
picked up by and responded to as normal by 
Rachel.  Fr Antony is available on the phone if 
needed.  However, please e mail if at all possible 
in the first instance 


