
1 
 

23rd May  2020 

Seventh   Sunday of Easter: Year A Part 1 
“The Lord is my light and my help; who shall I fear?”  

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Confessions: Saturday at 10.30am after morning Mass 

Rosary: Wednesdays, starting 25 mins before Mass 

Hall Bookings: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Sun  24thh May Seventh Sunday of 

Easter  
Derek Calder RIP 

 

Mon 25th May St Bede the Venerable  
Tue 26h May  St Philip Neri  
Wed 27th May St Augustine of 

Canterbury 
 

Thurs 28thMay Blessed Margaret Pole  
Fri 29th May  St Paul 6th  
Sat 30th May 7th Week Easter Lawrence Vella 

(senior RIP) 
Sun 31st May Pentecost Una Collings 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 

1st Reading:  Acts 1 2-14 

Psalm: 26 

2nd Reading: 1Peter 4 

13-16  

Gospel: John 17: 1-11  

NO PUBLIC MASSES 
Fr Antony will say Mass privately each day and include 

all requested Mass intentions  

The Parish Office is closed. 

The Parish email is still checked. For non -urgent 

matters please send an email to 
portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

Enquiries re the Sacraments--please make an 

appointment by email. 

Unless it is an emergency, please keep calls/emails 

to a minimum on Mondays as this is Fr Antony’s day 

off. 

Sunday Mass will be available:  on youtube, facebook and the Parish Website 

from 1000 Sunday. An email will be sent with the details when released. 

Remember you can follow the Service with the green leaflet Mass outline. 

 
My dear Friends: 

 Well, how are you all? I hope you are keeping up your spirits.  

 In the Sunday readings, we find the disciples in a similar situation to our own. They are in 

a kind of lockdown’ in the Upper Room – suspended between the Ascension of the 

Lord (last Thursday) and the Coming of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost, in a week’s time! They 

are spending their time in prayer, meditation...and possibly, a little fear and anxiety! 

 St. John’s gospel is movingly beautiful. It speaks about the ‘love’ of God and the ‘glory’ 

of God dwelling within each of us. When Jesus speaks about being ‘glorified’, it is not in 

the context of an ‘ego’ trip. It is the way in which we are transformed by His love, 

enabling us to achieve our full potential as God’s creations. I think Saint Irenaeus puts 

his fingers on the pulse of this ‘love’ and ‘glory’ when he wrote: The Glory of God is the 

person who is fully alive”! 

  

mailto:portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


2 
 

I must confess, when I hear St. John’s gospel, my imagination sometimes runs riot! I 

envisage Jesus saying to a slightly confused, and perplexed, group of his followers… 

I do not pray for the world but for the ones you have given me, 

because they are yours, and everything of mine is yours 

and everything of yours is mine, 

 

and I have been glorified in them. 

And now I will no longer be in the world, 

but they are in the world, while I am coming to you 

 …And one of the brave followers apologetically responding…Eh, I didn’t quite get 

that. Would you run it by me again, please? 

 There is no doubt about it, Love, loving, and allowing ourselves to be loved, can be a 

transforming experience. I remember reading a comment by an elderly lady about her 

husband of many years: I saw through him on our first meeting – and loved him 

weaknesses, strengths and all! Jesus loves us into change, growth and transformation – 

if we can allow that amazing love into our hearts and lives. 

 As we shall see next week, the coming of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost, enabled the 

followers of Jesus to let go of fear, throw open the windows and doors which 

imprisoned them, and radiate the ‘glory’ and ‘love’ of God to the world. That Holy Spirit 

breathed new life into them. It is exactly the same for you and me. As you have heard 

me say so many times, we are like bamboo flutes, raised and kissed by the lips of God. 

Just like the first disciples, our lives, words and actions become the music of God. Our 

lives become living commentaries on the love and glory of God.  If I may remind you of 

a quote from last week: love is God’s house, and we live in that house! 

 I guess this period between the Ascension and Pentecost, for the first disciples, and 

possibly for us today, could be seen as a kind of Coming of Age! The Lord is with us, and 

within us. The challenge, I think, is to be aware of this amazing, healing, life-giving force 

dwelling within us and our lives. In one of Rumi’s ecstatic poems, he writes that one of 

the marvels of the world…is the sight of a soul sitting in prison with the key in its hand. 

 Remember me as loving you, 

 Fr. Antony 

 

 

Spiritual Communion:  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy 

Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things 

and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite 

myself wholly to You now and forever. Amen. 
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24th May 2020 

7th  Sunday of Easter Year A : Newsletter Part 2 
“The Lord is my light and my help; who shall I fear?” 

 
Immaculate Conception Church 

Within the pastoral area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, 

Southampton SO17 3SB 

Tel: 02380555470 

Website: www.immaculateconception,church. 

Email:  portswood@portsmouthdiocese.com 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church 

Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 

Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 

Sort Code 30-93-04 

Account No: 00887995 

For donations give a reference please e.g. 

RF = Roof Fund 

ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

followed by your gift aid number if you donate in this 

way 

Thank you for your support and patience at this time 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK: St Augustine of Canterbury 
 

The founder of the English church at the end of the sixth century, St Augustine (also known as 

Austin) was a Benedictine Abbot in Rome when Pope Gregory sent him to be a missionary to 

the Anglo Saxons and convert them to Christianity.   Pope Gregory and Augustine were known 

to one another and may have been roommates in the monastery. The Anglo Saxons were 

infamous for their cruelty to missionaries and by the time Augustine and his fellow monks 

reached France, the monks wanted to flee back to Rome rather than face the ‘violent’ Anglo 

Saxons. Pope Gregory had thought that because the King of Kent Ethelburt had married a 

Christian princess Bertha (who was the daughter of the King of Paris), Bertha may have an 

influence on her husband. So, in 597 Augustine landed on the Isle of Thanet and went to 

Ethelburt’s main residence in Canterbury. The King converted to Christianity and gave the 

monks land for a monastery. Augustine became Bishop,   more missionaries came from Rome 

and there were mass baptisms. Augustine died in AD604, although there were several political 

issues associated with control of the church from Rome or Britain.  

 

Part of the tensions arose from previous history. During the roman occupation, Britain had 

become Christian until about the fourth century. When the romans left, the Saxons invaded 

Southern England and brought paganism with them. Western Britain remained Christian with 

their own Bishops and developed isolated from the Church in Rome. They were influenced by 

the Irish Church which was also strong in the North and East. This church was based on 

monasteries. Places called ‘eccles’ are derived from the latin word ‘ecclesia’ which means 

‘church’. There was a different date for Easter and the monks had the ‘tonsure’ (the bald patch 

on the top of the head).  These tensions grew- but that is a story for another week!  

 

Following Augustine’s death, a shrine was constructed, although during the reformation, the 

shrine was destroyed, and his relics lost. Finally, in March 2012 the shrine was re-established in 

Ramsgate, Kent near to the original landing.  For an article on the Journey from Rome to 

Canterbury- which can be read on line for free: https://www.jstor.org/stable/2847160?seq=1 

 

Parish Emergency Relief Fund:  Just a short update, thanks to your generosity, we have been 

able to provide support to people in need. While we are linking in with other agencies, this 

money enables us to provide some immediate help while referral for longer term assistance 

takes place. Beneficiaries have included families and homeless persons in our local area. Most 

were unknown to us before they sought help from the Catholic Church. How did they find us? 

Well through knowing where the church was on Portswood Road and through the internet, 

googling ‘nearest catholic church’. The fund is still open via the website, or direct transfer to the 

parish account as above. Thank you. 

  

http://www.immaculateconception,church/
mailto:portswood@portsmouthdiocese.com
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QUIZ CORNER (answers below)1 

1.  Where am I? I was built by as King with the same name as the one who ordered all the 

babies in Bethlehem to be killed when Jesus was born. I was destroyed by the romans in 

retaliation for a local revolt in about AD70 

2. Who am I?  In Anglo- Saxon my name means “to bid, command" and I was born of a noble 

family, although I was fostered out to live in a monastery from the age of 3. When the 

plague struck in 698AD, I was one of only 2 people able to serve mass. Aged 30, I became a 

priest and was renowned for my historical writings, teaching texts and theology. I died on 

the Feast of the Ascension and was known as the most learned person of my era. I lived in 

the North East. What is the name of my most famous book? 

3.  What am I?   About 1200 years old, I was created by Columban monks in Ireland who 

originated in Iona. Of my type, I am believed to be one of the eight oldest in the world and 

currently reside in Dublin. My name means ‘Great Fort’ in the Irish of the time. 

4. What am I? Discovered in the late 1940s on the northern shores of the Dead Sea, I am a 

series of ancient texts that caused controversy at the time. 

5. Who said?  “The future belongs to those who give the next generation reason to hope” 

 

SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL HELP AND SUPPORT 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2880bf0 

A new helpline has been launched by Solent Mind to support those facing poor mental health and 
emotional difficulties during the Covid-19 pandemic. Please call: 023 8017 9049. Phone-lines are 
open Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm (except Bank Holidays) 

May 24th is the 5th Anniversary of Laudato Si. Here is the link if you would  like to read the 

encyclical https://familyofsites.bishopsconference.org.uk/plain/wp-

content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/laudato-si-EN.pdf 

Do you remember the TWICS (Training for Work in Communities) charity that we supported a few 

years ago? 

Well, they have sent us an update photo which shows how our donations continue to support 

their community gardener to be employed. The photo shows the work at Vanguard Road 

(before and after) and the contributions made by volunteers. The gardener is seeking new sites 

for wildflowers and insects and our money will buy some plug wildflower plants. The charity has 

sent us greetings and hopes we are all OK. 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
1 (1)Jerusalem the Second temple (Temple of the Mount)  (2) Bede 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=574  An Ecclesiastical History of the English People (3) the Book of 

Kells one of the most famous of medieval illuminated books of the Gospels. (4) Dead Sea Scrolls found in the Qumran 

Caves kin the Judaean Desert.(5) Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2880bf0
https://familyofsites.bishopsconference.org.uk/plain/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/laudato-si-EN.pdf
https://familyofsites.bishopsconference.org.uk/plain/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/laudato-si-EN.pdf
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=574
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From the Diocesan newsletter:  ‘It is with sadness we must announce that our Diocesan 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes has been postponed until 19th-23rd July 2021’.  See Diocesan newsletter. 

The Diocese is currently recruiting for a: Health Safety and Environment Officer (Closing date: 

Wednesday 27th May, 1pm).  For more information and to apply, see Diocesan newsletter.  
 
 

MASSES FOR THE SICK AND THEIR FAMILIES, NHS FRONT-LINE WORKERS AND THOSE WORKING IN 

SOCIAL CARE: 1900 Thursdays finishes before the Care workers applause at 2000 

In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all those who are involved in the ways described 

above, each week a Catholic Bishop will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral which will be live-

streamed for people to join. This will take place every Thursday at 7pm. 

28 May Bishop Terence Drainey St Mary’s Cathedral, Middlesbrough YouTube Channel 

Why not join us for the weekly Virtual Rosary Zoom Meeting?  

Time: Wednesday May 27, 2020 06:30 PM London. Topic: Mary Gobbi's Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82788959559?pwd=ZE8zUzRvY3hlVVRlR0VHN09GQmFIQT09 

Meeting ID: 827 8895 9559   Password: 282788 

One tap mobile 

02030512874,,82788959559#,,1#,282788# United Kingdom 

02034815237,,82788959559#,,1#,282788# United Kingdom 

Dial by your location 

0203 051 2874       0203 481 5237      0203 481 5240        0131 460 1196   

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/ktclAu2YP 

Preparing for Pentecost 

The redemptorists have a free audio reflection for Pentecost at this site. 

https://www.rpbooks.co.uk/pentecost-frdenis? 

The bishops Conference have a Novena for Pentecost here: 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/pentecost-novena/ 

There are two free downloadable booklets for the Novena and prayer intentions- these are 

found on the parish website under documents/resources. 

 

FINANCES: Based on the past quarter (ending March), the revised weekly equivalent income for 

parish standing orders is £1125.03. This does include some ‘ring fenced’ standing orders for the 

roof/building fund. Thank you for continuing your regular donations.  If you usually put money in 

the collection basket at Mass, you may wish to consider setting up a standing order with your 

bank instead.  Standing order forms, together with Gift Aid forms if you are a UK tax payer, are 

available on the parish website under the ‘forms’ tab. We appreciate that this is not suitable for 

everyone, so please consider putting money aside, dropping envelopes into the presbytery or 

signing up to internet banking! 

 

Sunday 24th May is World Communications Sunday: The Pope has asked us to 

” pray for those who work in the media who work to communicate today so that people are 

not so isolated... who help us to bear this time of isolation Pope Francis during COVID-19 

pandemic. 

O Mary, woman and mother, you wove the divine Word in your womb, 

you recounted by your life the magnificent works of God. Listen to our stories, hold them in your 

heart and make your own the stories that no one wants to hear. Teach us 

life that paralyse our memory. By your gentle hands, every knot can be untied. Woman of the 

Spirit, mother of trust, inspire us too. Help us build stories of peace, stories that point to the future. 

And show us the way to live them together. Amen 

 

FORTHCOMING ONLINE EVENTS 

  

23-24 May from 10am Catholic Mothers Live Conference 2020 on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/176261947055893/. 

http://middlesbroughrccathedral.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHHOTloR8TPdwQEC8IlPVw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82788959559?pwd=ZE8zUzRvY3hlVVRlR0VHN09GQmFIQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/ktclAu2YP
https://www.rpbooks.co.uk/pentecost-frdenis
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/pentecost-novena/
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=2b4e17a562&e=6694f6de79
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Monday 25 May at 7.45pm Catholic Voices Webinar every Monday evening at 7.45pm. 

See https://www.catholicvoices.org.uk/ for details under "CV Connect".  Tonight's event is 

"Responding to confinement with creativity" and includes John Mallon from Sancta Familia, 

David Wells, Katie Ascough from Called to More, and Maria Jones from Regina Caeli. 

 

Tuesday 26 May at 12.30pm Dominican Forum -‘The best of times, the worst of times’. What 

lessons can we learn from lockdown?  Talk by Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP. To register please see 

here. 

 

Tuesday 26 May at 1pm Christian Perspectives on the Covid-19 Pandemic by Prof. Bob White. To 

join the webinar please click here.  The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion Research 

Seminars will be held online during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Pentecost Sunday 31 May 9am-9pm  National Rosary relay Rally across England, Wales and 

Scotland.  In response to Pope Francis’s request to Catholics to pray the rosary during the 

month of May for the end of Covid-19, dioceses throughout the UK are organising a rosary rally 

at different time slots and encouraging individuals, families, parishes and dioceses to sign up. 

For more details please see here. https://rosaryshrine.co.uk/pentecost-sunday-rosary-

rally/?fbclid=IwAR0npy8Tv2zUXWsEakHHLqQXHq9Henat_2gQ5Kc-

etkcoH48jfhfwGms8YE&mc_cid=02e12f6e35&mc_eid=6694f6de79 

 

Continuing our monthly series on the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales 

St Luke Kirby (feast-day 30 May) presents one of those apparently distressing cases of someone 

who had prepared for years to serve God on the English mission but was abruptly denied the 

possibility. Ordained at Cambrai in 1577, he travelled to England with Edmund Campion, the 

future martyr, in 1580, and was arrested as he soon as he landed. Imprisoned at the Gatehouse 

Prison in London and severely tortured over the following months, he was pressed to attend a 

Protestant church, but he refused. While in prison he managed to celebrate mass with 

smuggled materials, of which a corporal survives at Stonyhurst. He was brought to trial with 

Edmund and 17 other priests in 1581 on a charge of complicity in a plot to assassinate the 

Queen. Several of the accused, including Edmund, were found guilty through the evidence of 

false witnesses, and Luke was sentenced to be hanged, drawn and quartered. He declared at 

his trial, ‘I always bore as true and faithful a heart to her Majesty as any subject whatsoever did 

in England’. The sentence was carried out on 30 May 1582. As he said at the Tyburn gallows, he 

was being executed solely for his faith. St Luke, pray for us. 

(thank you Dudley for continuing this series) 

 

 

POETS CORNER:  I  WUZ  FRAMED 

 

“I saw you note the broken glass and wonder how it came to pass, 

(Discretely though, your thoughts unspoken), both my garden frames were broken. 

It happened when, like impish clones, my grandsons started throwing stones. 

I pounced and, with an anguished gasp, wrestled the missiles from their grasp 

And pointed out, with scarce a pause, the harm their actions might well cause. 

Then, having had my angry say. I idly tossed the stones away 

And that, to stress the words I’d spoken, is how my garden frames were broken.”                                

Dennis B. Wilson        
    

 

STOP PRESS- next week we will be launching a series of 1 page information sheets for private 

study.  The first topic will be on Mary, Our Blessed Mother- Thank you Dudley for preparing these. 

They will be found on the parish website under ‘documents/resources’. 

We will host a zoom discussion possibly in June. 

https://www.catholicvoices.org.uk/
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=359d81e76e&e=6694f6de79
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=0b0149f745&e=6694f6de79
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=b6f4e1cc70&e=6694f6de79
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=fabcfb8cfc&e=6694f6de79
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=0c552d0be0&e=6694f6de79
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=074a107ce8&e=6694f6de79
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=2450f0a1ee&e=6694f6de79
https://rosaryshrine.co.uk/pentecost-sunday-rosary-rally/?fbclid=IwAR0npy8Tv2zUXWsEakHHLqQXHq9Henat_2gQ5Kc-etkcoH48jfhfwGms8YE&mc_cid=02e12f6e35&mc_eid=6694f6de79
https://rosaryshrine.co.uk/pentecost-sunday-rosary-rally/?fbclid=IwAR0npy8Tv2zUXWsEakHHLqQXHq9Henat_2gQ5Kc-etkcoH48jfhfwGms8YE&mc_cid=02e12f6e35&mc_eid=6694f6de79
https://rosaryshrine.co.uk/pentecost-sunday-rosary-rally/?fbclid=IwAR0npy8Tv2zUXWsEakHHLqQXHq9Henat_2gQ5Kc-etkcoH48jfhfwGms8YE&mc_cid=02e12f6e35&mc_eid=6694f6de79

