
 
 
 

14TH & 21st FEBRUARY 2021 
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME & FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR B 

‘Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the glory of God.’ 
(1 Corinthians 10:31) 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @ic_portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 
Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Enquiries re the Sacraments: 
please make an appointment by email. 

Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 
 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS OF HOW TO BOOK FOR ASH WEDNESDAY AND WEEKEND MASSES IN LENT  

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 
 

Sun 14 Feb SIXTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 
†Rem Treacy RIP 

Mon 15 Feb Feria - No Mass 

Tues 16 Feb  Feria 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Wed 17 Feb ASH WEDNESDAY 10.00 am 
7.30 pm 

Attendance bookable 
Attendance bookable 

Thurs 18 Feb  after Ash Wednesday 12 noon Funeral – Desmond McCombe 
Invited family & friends only 
ONLINE 

Fri 19 Feb after Ash Wednesday 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Sat 20 Feb after Ash Wednesday 10.00 am Attendance bookable 
†Hugh Slevin RIP 

Sun 21 Feb FIRST SUNDAY 
OF LENT 

10.00 am Attendance bookable 
†Sr Mary de Sales RIP 

Mon 22 Feb The Chair of St Peter - No Mass  

Tues 23 Feb  Of the 1st week of Lent 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Wed 24 Feb Of the 1st week of Lent 1.30 pm Funeral – Hugh Jackson 
Invited family & friends only 
ONLINE 

Thurs 25 Feb  Of the 1st week of Lent 12 noon ONLINE ONLY 

Fri 26 Feb Of the 1st week of Lent 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Sat 27 Feb Of the 1st week of Lent 10.00 am Attendance bookable 

Sun 28 Feb SECONDSUNDAY 
OF LENT 

10.00 am 
(7.30 pm) 

Attendance bookable 
(This Mass to be confirmed) 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above all things and I 

passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into 
my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You now and forever.  Amen 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by your 
gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

Parish office hours 
This week:  Closed – parish secretary on annual leave  Next week:  Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30 am – 4.00 pm 

THIS 
SUNDAY’S READINGS 

1st Reading: Leviticus 
                        13:1-2,44-46 
Psalm:  31:1-2,5,11 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 
                         10:31-11:1 
Gospel: Mark 1:40-45 
 
 

http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


 
 
 

 
 

Lent—A Time for True Prayer 
 
But when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door, and pray to your Father 
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will repay you.     (Matthew 6:6) 
 
One of the most important parts of true prayer is that it takes place deep in the inner 
room of your soul. It is there in the inner depths of your being that you will meet God. 
Saint Teresa of Ávila, one of the greatest spiritual writers in the history of our Church, 
describes the soul as a castle in which God dwells. Meeting Him, praying to Him and 
communing with Him requires that we enter into the deepest and innermost chamber 
within this castle of our soul. It is there, in the innermost dwelling, that the full glory 
and beauty of God is discovered. 
 
God is not just a God who is “out there” far away in Heaven. He is a God Who is 
closer and more intimate than we could ever imagine. Lent is a time, more than any 
other time of the year, when we must strive to make that journey inward so as to 
discover the Indwelling of the Most Holy Trinity. 
 
What does God want of you this Lent? It’s easy to begin Lent with more superficial 
commitments, such as giving up a favorite food or doing an extra good deed. Some 
choose to use Lent as a time to get in better physical shape, and others decide to 
dedicate more time to spiritual reading or other holy exercises. All of this is good and 
useful. But you can be certain that the deepest desire of our Lord for you this Lent is 
that you pray. 
 
Prayer, of course, is much more than saying prayers. It’s not only saying the rosary, or 
meditating upon Scripture, or reciting beautifully composed prayers. Prayer is 
ultimately a relationship with God. It’s an encounter with the Triune God Who dwells 
within you. True prayer is an act of love between you and your Beloved. It’s an 
exchange of persons: your life for God’s. Prayer is an act of union and communion by 
which we become one with God and God becomes one with us. 
 
The great mystics have taught us that there are many levels to prayer. We often begin 
with the recitation of prayers, such as the beautiful prayer of the rosary. From there 
we meditate, ponder and reflect deeply upon the mysteries of our Lord and His life. 
We come to know Him more fully and, little by little, discover that we are no longer 
just thinking about God, but we are gazing at Him face to face. 
 
As we begin the holy season of Lent, reflect upon your practice of prayer. If the 
images of prayer presented here intrigue you, then make a commitment to discover 
more. Commit yourself to the discovery of God in prayer. There is no limit and no end 
to the depth to which God wants to draw you through prayer. True prayer is never 
boring. When you discover true prayer, you discover the infinite mystery of God. And 
this discovery is more glorious than anything you could ever imagine in life. 

 
A reflection for Ash Wednesday, Lent 2021 

By John Paul Thomas 
From ‘Catholic Daily Reflections’ 

https://mycatholic.life/upcoming-reflections/lent-reflections-2021/ 
Copyright © 2020 My Catholic Life! Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

www.mycatholic.life 
 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%206.6


 
 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
If you are able to make a donation to any of the following 
you can bring your donation to the church next time you 
are here, in an envelope marked with the cause you are 
donating to, or drop it in the presbytery letter box.  
Alternatively you may use the online donation links listed 
below. 
THIS SUNDAY – Home Missions 

Supports the Catholic Church in England and Wales in 
making the joy of the Gospel a reality in daily life 
through providing resources and support for 
evangelisation outreach. 
https://homemission.org.uk/home/donate/ 

NEXT SUNDAY- No Second Collection. 
SUNDAY 28TH – CAFOD 

The coronavirus pandemic has shown how important 
it is to have access to clean, safe water. During these 
challenging times, your donation to CAFOD’s Lent 
Appeal is needed more than ever. 
With your donations to CAFOD's Lent Appeal we can 
reach out to communities around the world to help 
them thrive even in the most difficult environments. 
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-CAFOD/Lent-
Appeal 

 

DONATE AS YOU SHOP ONLINE 

The above link has been added to the home page of 
our parish website 
(www.immaculateconception.church) 
There are hundreds of retailers who will make a small 
donation to a charity of your choice if you shop on 
line with them via the Give as you Live website.  If you 
are buying anything on line, log into the store 
website by clicking on the Give as you live link on our 
website to enable your purchase to make a small 
difference to our parish fundraising.  You can click on 
the link above to try it! 

 

VOCATIONS ….. 
“Do everything for the glory of God.” Your vocation is 
to give glory to God through your very being. Is He 
choosing you to be a priest or consecrated religious? 
Contact Fr. John Cooke. Call 01329 318 869 or e mail 
vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

GOOD NEWS   Liz Bellamy’s son Adam is now home 
from hospital recovering well from Covid.  Thank you 
for your prayers for him and his family. 

 

DO YOU HAVE A PARISH PYX? 
Please could anyone who has a parish  pyx at 
home  return it to Fr Antony as soon as possible please. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Another lockdown birthday - Sarah Dillon is 95 on 
February 17th (Ash Wednesday).  Congratulations 
Sarah, we hope you enjoy your day! 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  17th February 
This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the first day of 
Lent.  There will be Mass in the church at 10.00 am 
and 7.30 pm.  Pre booking is essential.  See below for 
details of how to book. 

 

MASS DURING LENT 
During Lent the church will be open for public Mass at 
10 am on both Saturdays and Sundays.  Pre booking is 
essential.  See below for details of how to book. 

 

BOOKING TO ATTEND MASS 
Bookings can be taken by e mail or 
phone, letting us know your name 
and how many seats you would like 
 

E mail: icmassbookings@gmail.com 
 

Tel: 08002461372 
(only for those without internet) 

 

Bookings for the weekend Masses 
must be made by the Wednesday 
beforehand. 

 
STEWARDS FOR WEEKEND MASSES 
We are in need of stewards to help with welcoming 
people safely in the church porch, ushering and 
helping to sanitize the church after Masses at the 
weekends including 2 Masses on Sundays (currently 
we only have enough stewards for one Sunday 
Mass).  If you are able to help at the weekend 
Masses, please let Millie know as soon as possible. 
 
COULD YOU HELP TO ORGANISE MASS BOOKINGS? 
We are urgently looking for a few volunteers to take 
on the Mass booking system for the next few months, 
whilst we are having to manage the number of people 
allowed in the church as a result of Covid restrictions.  
It can all be done from the comfort of your home!  
There is already a system in place using an Excel 
spreadsheet.  Full training/briefing/support given to 
pick up the role.  Please contact Mary Gobbi if you are 
able to help with this task. 

 
 

https://homemission.org.uk/home/donate/
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-CAFOD/Lent-Appeal
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-CAFOD/Lent-Appeal
http://www.immaculateconception.church/
mailto:vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:icmassbookings@gmail.com
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/search/stores


 
 
 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue309?e=34
c55ac6ce 
 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL CORONAVIRUS 
UPDATE 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTH
AMPTON/bulletins/2bd4a82 

 

 
 
 
 
 
This Lent, CAFOD invites you and the whole 
Catholic community of England and Wales to join 
the Big Walk for Water virtual event on Saturday 
20th February to raise money for CAFODs Lent 
appeal.  Or if you are a keen walker could you 
Walk for Water as a personal Lenten challenge by 
walking 10,000 steps a day, every day for 40 days 
to raise money.  Find out more at 
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-for-Water 

 

 
24 HOUR LIVE CHURCH 
 
You can now watch all 

our Masses and Services Live at Church Services 
TV using the link below.  All services will also be 
recorded and remain online for at least 7 days.  
Additionally you can visit the church online at any 
time as the cameras are on 24 hours/day. 
https://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

 

 
 

DO PLEASE SHARE A COPY OF THIS NEWSLETTER with 
other parishioners who may not have access to the 
internet.  If anyone without internet access would like a 
copy sent to them each week while we do not have 
regular access to the church, please let the parish office 
know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue309?e=34c55ac6ce
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue309?e=34c55ac6ce
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-for-Water
https://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur

