
 
 
 

16th May 2021 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR B 

“As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world, and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be 

consecrated in truth..”  John 15:18-19 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: office@immaculateconception.church Facebook: 
Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 
Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Enquiries re the Sacraments: 
please make an appointment by email. 

Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 
ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  

www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 
SEE DETAILS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE NEWSLETTER TO BOOK 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 
 

Sun 16 May SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER  

10.00 am 
 

5.30 pm 

Attendance bookable 
†Irene Matthews RIP 
Attendance bookable 

Mon 17 May Of the 7th week of Easter - No Mass 

Tues 18 May Of the 7th week of Easter 10.00 am Mrs Myrtle 
Open to attend 
No need to book 

Wed 19 May Dedication of the 
Cathedral of St John, 

Portsmouth 

10.00 am Kieran Boyle 
ONLINE ONLY 

Thurs 20 May  Of the 7th week of Easter 10.00 am Paddy Boyle 
ONLINE ONLY 

Fri 21 May Of the 7th week of Easter 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Sat 22 May Of the 7th week of Easter 10.00 am Attendance bookable 

Sun 23 May PENTECOST SUNDAY 10.00 am 
 

5.30 pm 

Attendance bookable 
†Owen & Norma Graffy RIP 
Attendance bookable 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 

all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever.  Amen 

SECOND COLLECTIONS –  
If you are able to make a donation to the following you can bring it to the church next time you are here, in an envelope 
marked with the cause you are donating to, or drop it in the presbytery letter box.  Alternatively you may use the online 
donation links given below. 

 TODAY, SUNDAY 16TH MAY – World Communications Sunday.  We are asked to pray for all communicators and to 
give generously to a Second Collection. The Communications Office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales supports the mission of the bishops to proclaim the love of Jesus Christ. Pope Francis has 
issued a Message for World Communications Day, which you can read at the following link: . 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/world-communications-day-2021.  Donations can be made at the following 
link:  https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/second-collection-for-world-communications-day 

 NEXT SUNDAY 23RD MAY –No second collection 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by your 
gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 am – 4.00 pm 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Acts 1:15-17,20-26 

Psalm: 
102:1-2,11-12,19-20 
2nd Reading: 
St John 4:11-16 
Gospel:  John 17:11-19 

http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/world-communications-day-2021
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/second-collection-for-world-communications-day


 
 
 

 

My dear Friends: 

On Thursday, we celebrated the glorious feast of the Ascension! Today’s readings mirror 
the truly awesome reality of God’s unconditional love for each and every one of us: he 
had to leave us so that he could set our hearts and souls ablaze with his love by the 
breath of the Holy Spirit! 

Now, bear with me, because I am going to play a little word game with you involving 
three words: Inculturation; Enculturation; and, Acculturation!  The mass readings over the 
last few weeks have been from the Acts of the Apostles. In these readings, we hear 
about the ways in which the Apostles/disciples travelled from country to country; town 
to town; and village to village telling the populations about God’s transforming and 
saving love which is experienced through Jesus Christ. As the Apostles/disciples 
encountered different cultures, traditions and symbols, they engaged them as vehicles to 
communicate and express the journey in God’s love, grace and salvation. This process is 
often referred to as Inculturation! 

The second, Enculturation, is very much the country, culture, tribe, traditions, symbols 
etc., into which we have been born and, thus, into which we have been ‘assimilated’.  The 
third (and this can be a real life and faith challenge!), is Acculturation! Acculturation 
happens when a dominant group/culture influences another group to the extent that it 
virtually absorbs it into itself. Back to the message of the Ascension! 

Jesus left us so that he could send the Holy Spirit into our hearts to transform us into 
‘Acculturated Professional Lovers’ of Peace, Justice, Compassion, Healing, Hope and Joy. 
This is Acculturation at its best! The Kingdom of God within our hearts, and the Reign of 
God constructed in the bridges of Justice, Peace, Compassion and Love between, and 
within nations, cultures and peoples: unity within diversity! 

The challenging question I ask myself, is: in today’s world, what has become the 
‘dominant’ culture?  If it is power, wealth, ruthless ambition, exploitation, oppression…Is 
it ‘influencing’ and ‘absorbing’ me to the extent that the Voice of the Holy Spirit is being 
skilfully muted, and the awesome message of the Ascension’s Love, Justice,  Peace, and 
Salvation drained away? 

So, my dear friends, let us ask the Lord to help us (i) to experience the Holy Spirit as our 
dominant culture of Love, Peace, Justice and Compassion (acculturation); (ii) that as 
parents, children, families and communities we may truly become God’s family 
(enculturation); and, (iii) we may strive, for the Greater Glory of God, to make His 
message truly meaningful within the cultures and traditions of other peoples, ethnicities 
and traditions (inculturation). 

Remember me as loving you, 

Fr. Antony 



 
 
 

 
WEEKDAY MASS ON TUESDAYS. 
As from Tuesday 18th May 2021, the Church will be open 
for public mass from 9.30 am with mass commencing at 
10 am. There is no booking to attend this mass, so it will 
be ‘first come first served’.  The front 2 rows will be 
reserved for readers and stewards and parishioners will 
be allocated their seats on arrival filling from the front 
of the church first.  If you have already completed track 
and trace, then all you need to do is register by 
completing an attendance form and leaving it  on your 
seat at the end of mass. Please bring a pen. 
 We would welcome some parishioners returning to the 
church via the porch after mass to help clean the 
church according to the government requirements. 

Thank you 
 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue321?e=34c5
5ac6ces 
 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL CORONAVIRUS 
UPDATE 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHA
MPTON/bulletins/2d78c51 
 
CONFIRMATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
We will be running a confirmation programme this year 
for young people in the parish from year 9 upwards.  If 
you would like to join this programme, please write a 
short letter to Fr Antony by Sunday 16th May, saying 
why you would like to be confirmed and also including 
your full name, address, parents/carers e mail address 
and if you have your own e mail, please include this too.   
 
THE ROSARY – FRIDAY’S DURING MAY, 10.30 AM 
May is the month of Mary.  The Rosary will continue 
throughout May and will be available to join on our 
Church Services TV link (see front page of newsletter 
for link).  If you have ever wanted to understand more 
about the Rosary, CTS have put lots of fascinating 
information on their blog at: 
https://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/613228021/7c7dc
f1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f1
77746e10ee 
 
CAFOD RESPONSE TO INDIA CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 
CAFOD is working with  Caritas India, to provide vital 
support to poor and marginalised communities 
devastated by Covid19.  Donations to CAFOD’s 
Coronavirus Appeal will help distribute PPE kits to 
frontline health workers, promote COVID & vaccine 
awareness campaigns, and set up safely run isolation & 
quarantine centres. You can donate online 
here: cafod.org.uk/give.  Please keep praying for all 
affected. 
 

 
ADoRE, ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT PROGRAMME 
Our programme this year explores how the Holy 
Spirit inspires and empowers us to be missionary 
disciples.  People from all over the country are joining 
our online mini-retreat mornings and thoroughly 
enjoying them.  The next one is on May 22nd, 10.00-
13.00 with Mass, Adoration, Reflection, Praise, Talk, 
Prayer and Discussion. Theme: "Praying for Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit" - Baptism in the Spirit re-ignites the 
graces already given to Christians through the 
Sacraments. And it’s also a new, fresh experience of 
the Holy Spirit which brings our faith alive, inspiring and 
empowering us to live our Christian life to the full. 
Speaker: Fr Anthony Meredith. Please register in 
advance at  bit.ly/ADOREMAY2021 
More details on the ADoRE 
website www.altonrenewal.com 
ADoRE is also offering confidential prayer for 
healing by telephone - ring 07579 824523 Monday to 
Friday 10am to 4pm.  Experienced prayer ministers will 
pray with you confidentially for healing of physical, 
emotional and spiritual problems. 
 
 

MASS BOOKING 
To avoid disappointment, when booking a place at Mass, 
please ensure: 
i) you send your booking request in by midday on 

Wednesday for the following Saturday or Sunday and  
ii) provide the required information. (This is key – 

without the correct information we are not able to 
make the booking and we don’t want anyone to miss 
out ) 

To book send an email to icmassbookings@gmail.com 
(or if you do not have internet access, phone 0800 246 
1372 with the following details. 

Name of Person Booking 

Contact Details of Person Booking (email address 
and/ or phone) 

Number of People in Booking Group 

Number of Households in Booking Group 

Any Special Circumstances eg wheelchair, pushchair 

No of children under aged 10 in group 

 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue321?e=34c55ac6ces
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue321?e=34c55ac6ces
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2d78c51
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2d78c51
https://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/613228021/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f177746e10ee
https://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/613228021/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f177746e10ee
https://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/613228021/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f177746e10ee
https://cafod.org.uk/Give
https://40go7.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/Ftvhhg5eLB20jErva3QgyWF6VM0d2q4kvUJq9g8L35yktQdvAwSwvCNxgFt2Dzd-0-y2rEY_IzqfAm5u6Yu7XT8-cJSGyfTD0H1FJJqEV5lyMxG3CBZeQL9dIyTLUoF1lRnPOKP3BX5GB38IhIUeMePU3ZU-c2ju60MI8YGZKgU
https://40go7.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/9DyoGBubTVBU-VDDMAdMr6m5DfOgUO9dJJ02J2wdXMmC4nr9KtbULnu4ULPK4bNLSBWk-06uzpONLasuyRK1GOSuj01u93p90OZDABoMgE2BNAyEbgqnR6Vi7HoQ2qZeFMXsgjGX3av5GcUrwmqMhL2fZ0S_MaTH7Xk31GS_jdmawhrkGpiVUhHGuiGb

