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14th June 2020 

Corpus Christi Sunday: Year A Part 1 
“He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I live in him” 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Confessions: Saturday at 10.30am after morning Mass 

Rosary: Wednesdays, starting 25 mins before Mass 

Hall Bookings: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Sun  14th June Corpus Christi The Gatt Family 

 

Mon 15th June Feria  
Tue 16th June St Richard of 

Chichester 
Special Intention 

Wed 17th June -Feria  

Thurs 18th June Feria  
Fri 19th June Sacred Heart of Jesus People of the Parish 
Sat 20th June Immaculate Heart of 

Mary 
 

Sun 21st th June 12th Sunday Ordinary  

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 

1st Reading  Deut. 8: 2-

3,14-16 

Psalm: 147 

2nd Reading: 1Corinth. 

10 16-17  I   

 Sequence 

Gospel: John 6 51-58  

Enquiries re the 

Sacraments--please 

make an appointment 

by email. 

 

NO PUBLIC MASSES 
Fr Antony will say Mass privately each day and 
include all requested Mass intentions  

The Parish Office is closed. 
The Parish email is still checked. For non -urgent 
matters please send an email to 
portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
Unless it is an emergency, please keep 
calls/emails to a minimum on Mondays as this is Fr 
Antony’s day off. 

Sunday Mass will be available: on youtube, facebook and the Parish Website from 1000 
Sunday. The link is https://youtu.be/ji2Mrk7wjc8.  
If we have 100 subscribers, we may have a permanent site!  
Please see the attached letter re the reopening of the Church on Friday 19th June between 
1000-1200 noon.  

CORPUS CHRISTI 
My dear Friends: 

I will be waiting here.... 
For your silence to break, 

For your soul to shake, 
 For your love to wake!  

A voice inside the beat says, 
"I know you're tired,  but come. 

This is the way.”   
Rumi 

 

mailto:portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://youtu.be/ji2Mrk7wjc8
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Today we are celebrating the beautiful feast of Corpus Christi/Body of Christ. Throughout this 
week, I have reflected on the unfolding of the gospel message in Christ’s Real Presence, the 
Eucharist, the Mystical Body of Christ, various ministries, and vital tenets of faith embodied in 
words like transubstantiation…and yet… and yet…for me, they did not quite capture the piercing 
beauty,  and awe-filled intimacy of Christ’s message of passionate love for each one of us.  
 
The feast of Corpus Christi, expressed graphically in the gospel, is God’s fusion into oneness with 
us in the Eucharist. Each one of us is held in God’s loving embrace until we are fused into one 
breath, one heartbeat, one soul, one body. Fused into oneness with that passionate love of God, 
we are the connectivity, and relationality, of the Body of Christ!  In this pandemic, look at the 
multitudes of First Responders/First Liners who connected with the pain, fear, hurt and isolation 
of that suffering body, and touched it with healing, compassion, self-sacrifice, courage, and 
hope. Think of the countless people who knocked on doors, delivered mail, telephoned, sent 
messages, and myriad other acts of selfless love, kindness, and generosity expressing our 
connectedness and relatedness to those living in isolation. 
 
How can I express our inner yearning for that fusion with Christ in the Eucharist? Think of the 
person whom you really love. The person in whose arms you want to be held. The person you 
really want to hold and hug!...And instead of being able to throw your arms around that person 
(and I do not mean that polite, quick, clinical embrace with a pat on the back), you have to give 
a polite smile and keep social distance!  It is not quite the same, is it?! I think many of us 
experience the same with our ‘spiritual communion’ instead of the physical and spiritual union 
we receive in our (holy) communion with the Divine! 
 
As I said at the beginning……God is waiting. That embrace is there! He holds us in that embrace 
in which, indeed, we become one breath, one heartbeat, one soul and one body. This, we 
experience in God’s ‘Eucharistic Embrace’, the love from He which flows from Him into our 
response to the often, suffering Body. It is then, whatever pain or suffering, challenges, or 
hardships we meet, we will realise, like Rumi, that the rose’s rarest essence lives in the thorns! 
 
You know on reflection, a 44-year anniversary seems like a lifetime! I did not think I was that 
old. I certainly didn’t imagine then, that 44 years later in the middle of a pandemic, I would be 
saying a virtual mass alone!! 
Remember me as loving you, 
 
Fr. Antony 

  

 
 

Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of 

the altar. I love You above all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my 

soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so 

that I may unite myself wholly to You now and forever. Amen. 
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14 June 2020 

Corpus Christi Year A.  Newsletter Part 2 
“He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I live in him” 

 
Immaculate Conception Church 

Within the pastoral area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, 

Southampton SO17 3SB 

Tel: 02380555470 

Website: www.immaculateconception,church. 

Email:  portswood@portsmouthdiocese.com 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church 

Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 

Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 

Sort Code 30-93-04 

Account No: 00887995 

For donations give a reference please e.g. 

RF = Roof Fund 

ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

followed by your gift aid number if you donate in this 

way 

Thank you for your support and patience at this time 

 
FEAST OF THE WEEK: St Richard of Chichester1- Patron Saint of Coachmen and Sussex 

Richard (1197- 1253) was born into a gentry family. However, due to being orphaned at an early 
age and problems with the estate, Richard gave his inheritance to his older brother. Initially 
tutored by Edmund of Abingdon, he became a noted canon law specialist at Oxford University, 
Paris, and Bologna before returning to England.  When Edmund was Archbishop of Canterbury, 
he appointed Richard as Diocesan Chancellor- they both shared similar views on clerical reform. 
Richard went with Edmund to Orleans in exile. After Edmund died Richard became a priest, 
returned to England as Chancellor under the jurisdiction of St Boniface. Eventually he became 
Bishop of Chichester. Disagreements between the King (Henry 111) and Boniface over who 
should be Bishop were eventually resolved by the Pope who confirmed Richard’s appointment 
when he was in exile yet again. This was because Henry had forbidden anyone from providing 
him with food or lodging. Once more back in England, and now formally Bishop, Richard tried to 
reform the clergy, insisted upon high standards of morality and defended people abused by the 
clergy and clergy abused by the laity. A vegetarian, Richard lived frugally, with austerity and was 
an advocate for a crusade. He died in Dover and his remains were returned to Chichester. A 
shrine was constructed with miracles being attributed to Richard and was a major pilgrimage 
site until desecrated by Cromwell in the 16th Century.  St Richard is well known for the last three 
lines of this prayer which was also used for the lyrics in Godspell ‘Day by Day’. 

St Richard’s Prayer 
Thanks be to Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ 
For all the benefits Thou hast given me, 

For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for 
me. 

O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, 
May I know Thee more clearly, 

Love Thee more dearly, 
Follow Thee more nearly. 

 

Godspell lyrics 
Day by day 
Day by day 

Oh Dear Lord 
Three things I pray 

To see thee more clearly 
Love thee more dearly 

Follow thee more nearly 
Day by day, Day by day 

SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL HELP AND SUPPORT 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2880bf0 

                                                 
1 https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=4603 

http://www.immaculateconception,church/
mailto:portswood@portsmouthdiocese.com
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2880bf0
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=4603
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We have all been waiting for the moment and now it has come! 
The Church will open for private prayer on Friday June 19th 

 from 1000-1200 noon.  
A special letter from Fr Antony will be distributed on Saturday. Please read 

this letter very carefully. To keep the church open we will need volunteers to 
clean the church and act as stewards. Your help is appreciated.  

 

FORTHCOMING ONLINE EVENTS 
Special radio transmission of mass for the Feast of Corpus 

Christi 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols celebrates Mass for the Feast of Corpus Christi live from Westminster 
Cathedral. The music for the mass will be played from recordings from a BBC studio so listeners 
will be able to experience the music of the Mass in context. The Gloria, Sanctus and Benedictus 
will be sung to a setting “Ave Regina Caelorum” by Victoria, recorded in 2004 by the Choir of 
Westminster Cathedral. The communion anthem – Byrd’s Ave verum corpus – will again be a 
recording from the choir’s extensive discography. The readings for the day are Deuteronomy 
8:2-3,14-16 and John 6:51-58. Live from 8:10am on Sunday, 14 June 2020 

Mass-by-Phone 
Mass by phone from Middlesbrough diocese allows you to listen to Mass by telephone. Mass is recorded 
every Sunday at St. Mary’s Cathedral and remains available all week.  
The number to call is an ordinary geographic ‘landline’ number, 01642 130120. Calls are charged at normal 
rates and free if in your included minutes.  

Catholic Newsletters from around the UK are free online: http://www.churchpaper.co.uk/ 

18-19 June 
Young Lives at the Margins. Online Symposium at St Mary’s University Twickenham.  For details. 

https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/events/2020/06/young-lives-at-the-
margins?mc_cid=02e12f6e35&mc_eid=6694f6de79 

.28 June-3 July 
Telling A Better Story: Why Faith and Science Belong Together. Summer course. For full details 
see www.faraday.institute/summercourse2020. This course will be online and is free. Talks will 

be recorded and made available. 
MASSES FOR THE SICK AND THEIR FAMILIES, NHS FRONT-LINE WORKERS AND THOSE 

WORKING IN SOCIAL CARE: 
In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all those who are involved in the ways described 
above, each week a Catholic Bishop will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral which will be live-
streamed for people to join. This will take place   every Thursday at 7pm. 
18 June Archbishop Bernard Longley St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham St Chad’s on MCN Media 
25 June Bishop Alan Hopes Cathedral of St John the Baptist, Norwich YouTube Channel 
 

Appeal for old computer equipment 
If you have recently upgraded your computer/tablet and want to recycle the old one, look no 
further. We are appealing for donations of used computer equipment less than 8 years old and 
in working condition.  As part of our community hub, we are keen to open a small internet café 
in the church hall to help disadvantaged and unemployed people from our parish as well as the 

https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/events/2020/06/young-lives-at-the-margins?mc_cid=02e12f6e35&mc_eid=6694f6de79
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/events/2020/06/young-lives-at-the-margins?mc_cid=02e12f6e35&mc_eid=6694f6de79
https://catholicunion.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce9496ddf55217db00d2d018a&id=d65cbdffc2&e=6694f6de79
https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-chads-cathedral-birmingham
https://www.sjbcathedral.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1L1vHKBeZgiaUf6hUxbT0A
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wider community by providing IT resources and training opportunities. Naturally, this will only 
be opened and run within government and public health rules. 

How to access the weekly newsletter from the diocese- perhaps you might like to sign up to 
this?  https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue279 

Similarly, if you wish to receive weekly updates from the England and Wales  Catholic Bishop’s 
Conference then this is their website https://www.cbcew.org.uk/:  

Prayer for Vocations. Each week during June, Bishop Philip has asked us to say a prayer for 
vocations;-This week- the Feast of Corpus Christi- We pray that all Catholics will adore the great 
gift of the Holy Eucharist given to them by Jesus Christ in the hands of His priests to nourish them 
with His body, and that the Holy Spirit will inspire many more to follow Him, we pray to the Lord 

AMEN 

QUIZ CORNER (answers below)2 
1. Where am I?  I am a Basilica – known as ‘il santo’ and an approved shrine. I hold over 1300 

hundred relics. My patron Saint has his anniversary in June- he was born Fernando Martins 
de Bulhões. 

2. Who am I?   I was the first university professor in the world, the second woman to receive a 
PhD and the first woman member of a scientific academy (Bologna). I was sponsored by the 
then Archbishop of Bologna who subsequently became Pope Benedict XIV. I was a member 
of the Pontifical Academy. In 1776 I held the Chair of Experimental Physics. 

3.  What am I? I am a medieval Church in a capital city dedicated to the Virgin Mary. I feature in 
many films, plays, musicals and tales of romance.  I am a UNESCO heritage site.   

4. Who said? “Dare to declare who you are. It is not far from the shores of silence to the boundaries of 
speech. The path is not long, but the way is deep. You must not only walk there, you must be 
prepared to leap”. 

 

Poets Corner: (Thank you Dennis) 

ALL’S  RIGHT  WITH  THE  WORLD 
 
 

Viewed from the ground, at take-off time, the rain-filled clouds were black and grey; 
The passengers were keen to leave that seeming-God-forsaken day. 

The aircraft rose above those clouds that, on their upper sides were white; 
The sky was blue, the air was clear, and all was bathed in shining light: 

It seemed to be a sign of hope: of how a loving God forgives. 
“Oh, Mummy!” cried the little boy, “Is this the place where Jesus lives?” 

They wondered how she might reply and, when she did, were charmed to hear; 
She smiled, and hugged him tenderly, “A little further up, my dear.” 

                                                                                                                Dennis B. Wilson 

 

With acknowledgement to the late Reverend Paul Spellman, whose actual experience it was. 

 

                                                 
2 (1) Padua- St Anthony  (2) Laura Maria Caterina Bassi (1711 –1778) .  (3) (4) Notre Dame of Paris. (5) Hildeguard of Bingen 

 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue279
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
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The second paper in our new series on Mary, our Spiritual Mother. .. Thank you, Dudley. The 

series will be found on the parish website under ‘documents/resources’.  Please could you let 

us know if you would like to join a discussion group on the significance of Mary, Our Mother in 

our lives. 

The Immaculate Conception and Marian devotion 

The image of the Immaculate Conception in the sanctuary of our parish church is a reminder of 
the significance of Mary, Mother of Jesus, in our faith and spiritual lives. It reminds us that the 
whole Church honours Mary as a unique creature, the one who was born immaculate so that 
she could perfectly serve God by becoming the mother of the Saviour. While some Christians 
seek to dismiss Mary’s role as a mere instrument of God, Catholics consider her as an icon of 
faith, one who ‘conceived Jesus in her heart before conceiving him in her womb’ (St Augustine). 
In the coming weeks we can consider some of the Church’s teachings about Mary and their 
potential significance for our spiritual lives.  
These teachings go back to the deliberations  of the first Councils and the early Church Fathers 
concerning Mary’s Motherhood of God and her perpetual virginity, but other beliefs long held 
by the faithful were formulated as dogmas of the Church only in the last couple of centuries, 
namely the Immaculate Conception and the Assumption of Mary body and soul into heaven. 
As regards how these teachings relate to our spiritual lives, we can recall how the Catholic 
Church honours Mary as the greatest of the saints and celebrates her in numerous feasts of the 
liturgical calendar, as patroness of many religious orders, as the figure to whom countless 
cathedrals, churches, shrines and pilgrimages are dedicated, as the intercessor to whom we can 
have recourse for our spiritual and material needs, and, not least, as the spiritual mother who 
has appeared over the centuries in visions throughout the world as the mediatrix of grace to 
help us find salvation. 

 

Continuing our Fridays in June  praying to the Sacred Heart. 
Why not Join us today FRIDAY June 12th from 1900-1930? (7pm-
7.30pm) Sacred Heart Novena    Join Zoom Meeting  
Meeting ID: 856 9602 8244       Password: 374902  
Mary Gobbi is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Join Zoom Meeting One tap mobile 

+441314601196,,85696028244#,,1#,374902# United Kingdom 

+442030512874,,85696028244#,,1#,374902# United Kingdom 

Dial by your location         +44 131 460 1196     0203 051 2874  0203 481 

5237   0203 481 5240  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85696028244?pwd=Ymk2OWNVSm54dUdrNjNJUk9OL1BIZz09 
Topic: Sacred Heart Novena Time: Jun 19, 2020 07:00 PM London  

Join Zoom Meeting Meeting ID: 869 5543 3297: Password: 146532 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86955433297?pwd=bERaL1RXYWJKdHJPQ24wUjhVYjh4dz09 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbuoYfFJkX 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85696028244?pwd=Ymk2OWNVSm54dUdrNjNJUk9OL1BIZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86955433297?pwd=bERaL1RXYWJKdHJPQ24wUjhVYjh4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbuoYfFJkX

