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TWO WEEK NEWSLETTER FOR 23rd - 30th August 2020 

TWENTY FIRST AND TWENTY SECOND SUNDAYS IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A 

 
Immaculate Conception Church 

Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  

Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Enquiries re the Sacraments: 

please make an appointment by email. 

Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 
 

 
My dear Friends 

 

In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus asking: ‘Who do people say I am?’ Then after Peter’s response, Jesus 
says, ‘you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church?’  There are multiple theological facets to 
do with Church and the Institution in Jesus’ question and Peter’s response. However, amid all of our 
surging concerns birthed by COVID19, I do not think we need to go there just now! What is Jesus saying 
to you and me in this gospel…in this situation?  
 

In what seems like a previous life, I spent many weeks in sites and museums all over Egypt doing 
research. One of the things which fascinated me was examining nuts and seeds dating back thousands 
of years. The shells of the nuts had never been broken. Neither the seeds, nor nuts, had ever 
germinated, grown, borne fruit or experienced transformation. They just lay there, encased in glass, 
covered in millennia of dust and grime! I think the same thing can happen to us!  
 

Recently, I had a number of funerals. As I walked through the cemetery, my eye caught the inscriptions 
on some of the memorial stones and crosses. ‘beloved Father/Mother/Brother/ Sister…An angel sleeps 
here…ever present in our hearts…Love you for ever’… a rainbow of messages of love trying to express 
the question mirrored in the words of the gospel, who do people say I am? I think the great Sufi sage 
sums up what I am trying to express here when he wrote, ‘You have to keep breaking your heart until it 
opens’!   
 

In life, we have a choice! We either allow God’s Love to break open the 
shells, fortifications, barriers, which we allowed pain, hurt or woundedness 
to construct around our hearts, or, we risk becoming like the dried out, 
unrealised, unactualized, dust-covered nuts and seeds in those 
museums!  It is then that we can become grim, mean-spirited people, with 
the warmth and attraction of well-modulated refrigerators! Or, we can 
allow the often grinding, daily words, actions and events which hit us each 
day, to crack and break the shell of our egos, and so allow the central 
core of ourselves (the ‘nut or seed’) to germinate, and be transformed, 
with the love, forgiveness, compassion, and reconciliation of God’s grace 
flowing through us.  
 

This is the life’s journey, and the sometimes, painful price, of allowing our hearts to be ‘broken open’ to 
enable us to become the creations God created us to be.   
In the words of Rumi:  
 

“Do you know what you are? 
You are a manuscript oƒ a divine letter.  You are a mirror reflecting a noble face.  
This universe is not outside of you.   Look inside yourself; 
everything that you want,  you are already that.”   

  
Remember me as loving you, 

Fr. Antony 
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BOOKING TO ATTEND MASS 

PLEASE NOTE due to current government guidelines, available capacity in the church is 

limited to 40 persons / 14 households except Saturday when it is 24. 

Therefore, attendance at mass is advised through the BOOKABLE SYSTEM 
Details of how to book a place for Holy Mass are on the last page of this newsletter and on the 

parish website. 
 

 

Sun 23 Aug 

 

10 am 

 

21st Sunday 

Ordinary Time 

Sunday Mass 

available from 10 am 

on: 

 Youtube 

 Facebook 

 Parish Website 

*Saturday Mass is 

recorded for Sunday 

- 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1st Reading: Isiah 22:19-23 

Psalm:  Psalm 137(138):1-3:6-8 

2nd Reading: Romans 11:33-36 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

 

 

 

 

 

Weblink for this week: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s

/ltz60c55r7v4651/Children%

27s%20Liturgy%20Video%20

23.08.20.mp4?dl=0 

5.30 pm Constancio Botelho 

RIP 

Mon 24 Aug __ St Bartholomew No Service 

Tues 25 Aug  10 am St Louis IX James Queen RIP 

Wed 26Aug 7.30 pm Blessed Dominic 

Barberi 

- 

Thurs 27 Aug  12 noon St Monica Tony White RIP 

Fri 28 Aug 10.30 am St Augustine of Hippo FUNERAL – Tina Leng 

(family & invited only) 

*Sat 29 Aug 10 am* The Passion of St John 

the Baptist 

Tina Leng RIP 

 

 

Sun 30 Aug 

 

10 am 

 

22nd Sunday 

Ordinary Time 

Sunday Mass 

available from 10 am 

on: 

 Youtube 

 Facebook 

 Parish Website 

*Saturday Mass is 

recorded for Sunday 

Mgr Patrick Murphy-

O’Connor RIP 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1st Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9 

Psalm:  Psalm 63:2-9 

2nd Reading: Romans 12:1-2 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27 

 

 

 

 

 

Weblink for this week: 

Link will be e mailed out on 

Saturday 29th August 

together with the link to the 

Mass for 30th August 

5.30 pm - 

Mon 31 Aug __ St Aidan & All Saints of 

Lindisfarne 

NO SERVICE 

Tues 01 Sept  10 am Feria NO SERVICE 

Wed 02 Sept 7.30 pm Feria NO SERVICE 

Thurs 03 Sept  12 noon St Gregory the Great NO SERVICE 

Fri 04 Sept __ St Cuthbert NO SERVICE 

*Sat 05 Sept 10 am* Our Lady on Saturday Tina Leng RIP 

 

Sun 06 Sept 

10 am 23rd Sunday 

Ordinary Time 

Bryan Rosario RIP 

5.30 pm Thanksgiving intention 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things and 

I passionately desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come 

spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You now and forever. Amen 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ltz60c55r7v4651/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2023.08.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ltz60c55r7v4651/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2023.08.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ltz60c55r7v4651/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2023.08.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ltz60c55r7v4651/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2023.08.20.mp4?dl=0
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MASSES BOOKED DURING THE WEEK 
A separate notice will be sent out during the weekend about the reallocation of Mass times as there will be no 
weekday Masses during September.  Unfortunately because of the limited numbers we are able to have in the 
church it may be difficult to reallocate everyone, every week to the weekend Masses.  Please bear in mind that 
there is still no obligation to attend Mass during this difficult time where these sorts of unavoidable situations 
are commonly arising in parishes. 

 

BAPTISMS & FIRST COMMUNIONS THIS WEEKEND 
The following members of our parish community will be baptised at the weekend: 
Gabriel Grzymala, Gemma Siddons, Naomi Whyte. 
And a few of our children from the current First Holy Communion Programme will make their 
First Holy Communion.  Please pray for them all as they enter more fully into communion with 
the Catholic faith. 

 

We would like to reintroduce the use of the overhead projector screens to 
enable the use of slides to follow the Mass, as now is the time we need them 
most.  To do this we need to recruit a few more people to help with this task, 
as the team that previously produced the slides and ran the screens are now 
dispersed over several Masses during the week and engaged in other roles like 
stewarding etc.   

As a minimum we would like to start with the Saturday and Sunday masses as that just requires one set of 
slides for 3 masses. So, we are appealing for people who can do either or both of the following: 

 Come 15 minutes before mass to set up the screens and then run them during the mass and tidy away 
afterwards, including the necessary disinfection. 

 Construct the slides (powerpoint) to be used, including ideally for week day masses. We have a 
template for the mass itself, so this means inserting the readings and takes about 30 -45 minutes per 
mass when familiar with the system. This also involves using the parish dropbox account. This can be 
done remotely from your home. 

As you can see, without volunteers we cannot resume the use of the screens. We do hope you can help, even if 
this is on an occasional basis. We have a team in place for Sunday evenings which will start soon. Please email 
the office if you can help/for further enquiries or email Mary at mary.gobbi@btinterent.com.  Thank you! 

 

CHILDREN MAKING THEIR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
We are planning to enable children who have been part of our First Holy Communion 
programme during the past 2 years to make their First Holy Communion during Masses over 
the next few months.  This will involve just 2 or 3 children per Mass.  If your child is on this 
programme, please could you contact the parish office or Frances Saunders (023 80442189) 
to discuss a suitable date for your child to make their First Holy Communion. 

 

QUIZ CORNER (Answers at bottom of page 5) 

1. Where am I? I am the place where the first Christian martyr was stoned to death. Who was the 
martyr and where am I? 

2 Who am I? I was born to a poor family of Italian farmers in the 18th Century and orphaned aged 8. 
Adopted by relatives, I tended sheep and taught myself to read and write. I became a Passionist 
priest. Although I could speak no English, I received a call from God to go to England. In poor 
health, I travelled with a companion and became a missionary in Stafford England in 1842 (Catholic 
Emancipation had only occurred in 1839). Who was my most famous convert? 

3 What am I? Until 1978, Popes were carried on me. I was richly adorned. My successor is the 
Popemobile! 

4. Who said? “Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you 
believe”. 

mailto:mary.gobbi@btinterent.com
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Continuing the series on the 40 Martyrs of England and Wales 
 

ST MARGARET WARD, ST ANNE LINE, ST MARGARET CLITHEROW 
FEAST-DAY 30 AUGUST 

 
Although they died on different dates, these three outstanding women martyrs of the Elizabethan 
persecution are assigned to a common feast-day. 
 

Margaret Ward only came to public notice in 1588, when she was arrested for 
helping a priest, William Watson, to escape from the Bridwell prison overlooking 
the Fleet river by smuggling a rope to him and securing a boat to await him in 
the river below the prison wall. In the year of the Armada, Catholic priests were 
the subject of fierce persecution, but Margaret resisted crippling torture to 
protect Fr Watson from discovery and refused to renounce her faith or to go 
against her conscience as the price of her freedom. She was hanged at Tyburn a 
day after her Old Bailey trial on 30 August 1588. 
St Margaret, pray for us. 

 
Anne Line joined the Catholic Church at the age of 19 with her younger brother 
William and they were disinherited by their Calvinist parents. She became 
housekeeper to Fr John Gerard SJ who maintained his house as a refuge for 
priests and she carried out her duties so well that she was called ‘Mrs Martha’ by 
the priests. Fr Gerard was arrested and imprisoned in the Tower of London, from 
which he made a famous, and unique, escape. Anne had to move house, but she 
kept up the work of assisting priests to which she dedicated herself by taking 
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. The house was raided during a mass on 
2 February 1601, and Anne was arrested and condemned to death for sheltering 
a priest, even though only priestly vestments had been found. She was hanged 
at Tyburn on 27 February 1601, after telling the crowd, “I am sentenced to die 
for harbouring a Catholic priest and so far am I from repenting of what I have  

 done that I wish with all my soul that where I have entertained one I could have  
 entertained a thousand.” 
 St Anne, pray for us. 
 

In her short life of 33 years, and only the last 12 of them a Catholic, Margaret 
Clitherow played a significant part in the Catholic life of her city of York, where 
her Protestant husband had a leading position. With the resources of a well-off 
family, a mass centre and a hiding place for priests and a small school in her 
house, she brought support and comfort to the Catholic community. She 
received several sentences in prison as a recusant, including once for two years, 
and was arrested a final time when the secret chapel in her house containing 
priests’ vestments was disclosed by a servant. Because she refused to plead, so 
as not to implicate her family in a trial, she was condemned to the legally-
approved but immensely cruel death of being crushed under a wooden door 
with her arms outstretched and tied to stakes in the ground. She died on 25 
March 1586 and was later became known as the ‘Pearl of York’. 

 St Margaret, pray for us. 
 

 



5 
 
 

LENTEN JAM JARS 
Now that we are open again for Mass, if you took home a Jam Jar before Lockdown for our Lenten 
Challenge to fill with change, please bring in any Jars you have and give them to the stewards in the 
porch as soon as possible.  Thank you 
 

 

BISHOPS NEWSLETTER – E NEWS  Latest round up of news from the Bishop and around the Diocese. 
Next issue available on the Diocesan website on 26th August due to holiday time 
 
PORTSMOUTH VOCATIONS NEWSLETTER FOR AUGUST 

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/28NDDwK_w?cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af#/main 
 
CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ NEWS can be found at: 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/ 
 
CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS FROM AROUND THE UK free online: http://www.churchpaper.co.uk 
 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL HELP AND SUPPORT 
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid19/i-need-help.aspx 
 
and CITY CORONAVIRUS UPDATE FOR THIS WEEK – includes youtube video update from Council Leader  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0iWoZVdXw0&feature=youtu.be 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  Don’t forget you can access many resources on the parish website by going to this link.  
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downloads   Go to documents/resources. 

 

POETS CORNER 

RESOLUTION 

I think of all the tasks undone, and burn with shame and sorrow: 

I plan to do them, one by one; I’ll make a start, tomorrow. 

Today I’ll rest, and build my strength; ’till fit and lion-hearted; 

Today I’ll plan each job at length, to make short work when started. 

I’ll not await the final chime, with no time left to borrow: 

I’ll labour while I still have time, (procrastination’s such a crime), 

And start right in, tomorrow. 

          Dennis B, Wilson 
 

 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 

Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 

Sort Code: 30-93-04 Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference e.g: 

ERF = Emergency Relief Fund, 

GEN = General Fund (offertory collection), 

followed by your gift aid number if you donate in 

this way. 
Thank you for your support and patience at this time 

Contacting the parish …….. 

While the Parish Office is often physically closed, 

the Parish email is still checked. 

For non-urgent matters please send an email to 

portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Unless it is an emergency, please keep 

calls/emails to a minimum on Mondays as this is Fr 

Antony’s day off. 

 

 
QUIZ ANSWERS:  (1) The martyr is St Stephen and it is believed to have been stoned by the Damascus Gate in Jerusalem (2) Blessed 
Dominic Barberi. St Henry Newman (3) the seda gestatoria (meaning chair for carrying’ a very ornate type of sedan chair. (4) St 
Augustine of Hippo 

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/28NDDwK_w?cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af#/main
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/
http://www.churchpaper.co.uk/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid19/i-need-help.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0iWoZVdXw0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downloads
mailto:portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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Arrangements for attending Mass 
 

The Church will be open for Mass only as follows: 
Sundays: 1000 and 1730 (5.30pm) 

Tuesdays 1000 
Wednesdays 1930-7.30pm 

Thursdays 1200 (noon) 
Saturday 1000 – for those with special circumstances- recorded Sunday mass 

Email booking : icmassbookings@gmail.com (preferred) 
080024613720 for those with no internet. 

  
For a guaranteed seat you will need to book in advance. However, you can turn up on the day on a ‘first 
come, first served basis’.  You will need to arrive at least 10 minutes before mass starts, and be prepared 
to wait for vacancies /cancellations. [Please wait by the garden side of the church].  
  
To make a booking: 

i) Send an email request to this email address: icmassbookings@gmail.com   and state 
a. Your name and address. 
b.   The total number in your household coming to Mass (let us know if there are under 10s). 
c.  The preference for the day of the week and mass time you wish to attend. (If you can 

give a second choice that will help if there are too many requests for one Mass time). 
d.  Whether there is a special circumstance (e.g. wheelchair access, working hours)  

ii) Or call this number 0800 2461372 and leave a message. We provide this option for those who 
have no access to the internet. If you have internet access, please email us. 

 
You must specify the day of week and time you would like to attend Mass. This will be your 
usual Mass time each week. For the time being, you cannot book more than one Mass a week to 
allow as many people as possible to attend Mass. We are asking those who are retired, and those 
who can attend a Mass during the week, to sign up for a weekday Mass. Please do not ‘swop’ 
mass bookings, rather cancel them through the booking system, so we can release seats for those 
on shift work etc. Those who work unpredictable shifts should email us on a Wednesday for the 
following week.  When your booking is confirmed, you will receive details of your seat and row 
number in Church. Numbers 1-10 are on the Sacristy side and 11-20 on the Lady Chapel side. 
Please try to arrive at the recommended time so we can prevent a queue. 
 
Please do let us know if you need to cancel, or make a change, by emailing: icmassbookings@gmail.com or 
phone 0800 2461372 and leave a message.    Any alterations or changes will normally be made on 
Wednesday of each week for the following week and we will do our best to help you. Just let us know if you 
have a query.  

 
Capacity for Mass: Sunday- Thursday included – 40 people or 14 households  
Capacity for Saturday mass (recorded) excluding households- 27 

 
Specific Mass times and details are as follows overleaf. 
 
 

mailto:icmassbookings@gmail.com
mailto:icmassbookings@gmail.com
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MASSES AT IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

 
SATURDAY 10 AM 
The Sunday ‘recorded’ mass and for those with special circumstances – attendance MUST be booked for this 
Mass  
  
SUNDAY 10 AM, AND 5.30PM 
Designed for those whose cannot come during the week, families, and those with unpredictable shifts.( for a 
guaranteed seat you will still need to book in advance. However, you can turn up on the day on a ‘first 
come, first served basis’.  You will need to arrive at least 10 minutes before mass starts)  
  
TUESDAY 10 AM* 
For those who can come during a weekday- attendance MUST be booked for this Mass.  
  
WEDNESDAY 7.30PM 
For those who are on shifts and can come on an evening to take pressure away from Sundays. (for a 
guaranteed seat you will still need to book in advance. However, you can turn up on the day on a ‘first 
come, first served basis’.  You will need to arrive at least 10 minutes before mass starts)  
   
THURSDAY 12 NOON 
For those who can come during a weekday. (for a guaranteed seat you will still need to book in 
advance. However, you can turn up on the day on a ‘first come, first served basis’.  You will need to arrive 
at least 10 minutes before mass starts)  
  
 
*SATURDAY 10.00 AM, AND TUESDAY 10.00 AM, will remain services only available by the booking 
system: icmassbookings@gmail.com or phone 0800 2461372 and leave a message.  
  

 
 
 

mailto:icmassbookings@gmail.com

