
22nd March 2020 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR A 
“ It is for judgement that I have come into this world, so that those without sight may see and those with sight may 

become blind .”  (John 9:39 ) 
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Today’s readings 

1st Reading – 1 Sam 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

Psalm – 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5-6 

2nd Reading – Ephesians 5:8-14 

Gospel – John 9:1-41 

 

 
My dear Friends: 

 

Well, these are certainly interesting and challenging times. However, as the great sage 
once said, “a pearl is a temple built by pain around a grain of sand”! The insightful and 
beautiful poem/reflection by Brother Richard Hendrick, a Franciscan Capuchin, who 
ministers in Donegal, Ireland, captures this. I have included it in the newsletter, so do read it 
please. 
 

The Bishop’s letter and directives about masses, liturgies, parish programmes etc., has 
been attached to the email in which this newsletter is posted to you, and is available in the 
church porch. Although all public masses and public devotions have been cancelled, this is 
what we hope to continue being the loving and worshipping Faith Community of the 
Immaculate Conception: 
 

 The church will be opened from 9 a.m. until 9 p.m. Please observe the Government’s 
directives on social distancing. 

 From 10.00 a.m., until noon; from 6.00 p.m., until 8.00 p.m., we shall have daily 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 Within the next week, I hope to be able to video record the Sunday mass, and have it 
available on our website, and, if possible, attached as a file to our newsletter. 

 We are setting up a pastoral support team, and administrative infrastructure, to 
respond to the needs of our community during these challenging times. 

 Because of age, from Friday I am required to self-isolate. On our family coat of arms 
are the words, “Aut inveniam viam, aut faciam” (I will either find a way, or I will make 
one). Indeed, in God, all things are possible! It is my hope, to continue celebrating my 
pastoral ministry via social media such as FaceTime, SKYPE, WhatsApp etc. 
Hopefully, too, I shall be able to continue our various instructions for our adults 
seeking baptism, and various other groups, through our drop box etc., on our 
website.  My ministry will remain the same. For now, however, the ways of celebrating 
it will have to be different. 

 

All things are possible in God! Together, as a Faith Family, rooted and grounded in the love 
of God, we shall get through this! Remember, you are not alone! Care, love and help are 
only a telephone call away. 
 

Love, Peace and Blessings, 
Fr. Antony 

 

ALL MASSES 

CANCELLED 

UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi6v7em2fXjAhWmDmMBHZ18Co8QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://clipart-library.com/angry-god-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw3bEOfVd5CNfjM6i1BW209N&ust=1565436889460018


PARISH OFFICE HOURS NEXT WEEK: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 am – 3.00 pm 

WELCOME  to this newsletter in which we hope you 

will find some useful information to keep you in 

touch.  If you are in need of support from someone 

to do things like shopping, collecting prescriptions 

etc, please get in touch with the parish office as we 

have a growing number of volunteers offering their 

services. 

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR PARISHIONER SUPPORT 

Please contact the parish office by e mail if you are 

able to offer your support for anyone in the parish 

who may need some contact for any reason.  If you 

have particular professional or practical skills you 

could offer or you have a DBS from the Diocese of 

Portsmouth, please let us know. 

 

PARISH SUPPORT PHONE NUMBER  Next week we will 

be announcing a new phone number – an informal 

parish helpline - for emergencies and support 

 

ALL MASSES CANCELLED as you may have already 

gathered by now, all public Masses have now been 

cancelled until further notice, as advised by the 

Bishops Conference of England and Wales. 

 

ON-LINE LINK TO MASSES VIA OUR WEBSITE  We have 

put a link on the front page of the parish website 

(see website address at the top of the Newsletter) to 

Masses you can watch online from around the 

Diocese including St John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth. 

 

ALSO CANCELLED are all our other currently planned 

parish activities. 

 

ON HOLD ARE: 

Confessions – unless you can go to a church where 

there is a confessional box where social distancing 

can be observed. 

Baptisms will also need to be postponed 

Weddings should be deferred or restricted to the 

celebrant, bride, groom and immediate family 

Funeral services must be restricted to the graveside 

or at a crematorium and Masses in memoriam may 

be celebrated when congregations are allowed to 

gather again. 

  

THE CHURCH WILL BE OPEN  For prayer and quiet 

reflection during this time.  Please feel free to come 

in during the day if you wish to.  However, we do 

urge you to continue to observe the guidance we 

have been given about social distancing. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS Fr Antony will continue to say daily 

Mass but without a public congregation, and will 

continue to include all Mass Intentions which have 

been booked to date.  Please continue to contact 

the office with any Mass intentions you would like to 

request. 

 
FAIRTRADE GOODS In place of the usual Fairtrade Open 

day, there will be Fairtrade catalogues in the church 

porch.  If you would like to order any items, please e 

mail Anne Newton at 

anne.newton2@mypostoffice.co.uk 

 

MONEY LAST WEEK: 

Main Collection: 

Gift Aid Envelopes inc tax reclaim - £137.50 

Loose plate collection – £111.76 

Standing orders - £1100.51 

Second Collections 

Last week:  Roof Fund, inc tax reclaim - £104.93 

This week:  Clergy Assistance 

Next week – Coronavirus parish fund 

Friday Soup Lunch (Christian Aid)  - £135.00 

 

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH  If you usually put money 

in the collection basket at Mass, you may wish to 

consider setting up a standing order with your bank 

instead.  Standing order forms, together with Gift 

Aid forms if you are a UK tax payer, are available in 

the church porch or on the parish website under the 

‘forms’ tab. 

 

DONATIONS TO SUPPORT PARISH CORONAVIRUS 

EFFORTS  In addition to the usual parish donations, 

we have taken the decision to suspend the roof 

fund collections in order to provide some financial 

support from the parish to help those in the local 

community affected by the Coronavirus.  On the 

front of our parish website you can find the link to 

our donations page where you can make 

payments. 

 

HALL BOOKINGS 

Under the current circumstances, the hall will not be 

available for bookings until further notice.  Once it 

re-opens, there will be a change to the booking 

process.  If you would like to use the hall for any 

event - parish related or for a private function - 

please pick up a booking request form from the 

church porch or find it on hall hire page of our 

parish website.  All requests will be responded to 

within 2 working days 

 

THANK YOU TO TAMA! The International choir would 

like to thank Tama Ali for his contributions over the 

past couple of years. Tama Ali will be returning to 

Nigeria next week following the conclusion of his 

studies. 

 

JOB VACANCY IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

Parish Bookeeper & Administrator – 8 hours/week.  

This role has developed as a result of a change in 

Parish Treasurer and an increased volume of work in 

the parish office.  For further details, please visit the 

‘Documents/Resources’ area of the parish website. 

 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE Highly recommended by one 

of our parishioners – further details on leaflets in the 

porch 
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LOCKDOWN 
 

Yes there is fear. 
Yes there is isolation. 

Yes there is panic buying. 
Yes there is sickness. 

Yes there is even death. 
But, 

They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise 
You can hear the birds again. 

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 
The sky is no longer thick with fumes 

But blue and grey and clear. 
They say that in the streets of Assisi 

People are singing to each other 
across the empty squares, 

keeping their windows open 
so that those who are alone 

may hear the sounds of family around them. 
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 

Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 
Today a young woman I know 

is busy spreading fliers with her number 
through the neighbourhood 

So that the elders may have someone to call on. 
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples 

are preparing to welcome 
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary 

All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting 
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way 

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality 
To how big we really are. 

To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters. 

To Love. 
So we pray and we remember that 

Yes there is fear. 
But there does not have to be hate. 

Yes there is isolation. 
But there does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes there is panic buying. 
But there does not have to be meanness. 

Yes there is sickness. 
But there does not have to be disease of the soul 

Yes there is even death. 
But there can always be a rebirth of love. 

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 
Today, breathe. 

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 
The birds are singing again 

The sky is clearing, 
Spring is coming, 

And we are always encompassed by Love. 
Open the windows of your soul 
And though you may not be able 

to touch across the empty square, 
Sing. 

Brother Richard Hendrick, 
A Franciscan Capuchin ministering in Donegal, Ireland 


