
27th June 2021 
13TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B 

“Little Girl, I tell you to get up.” 
Mark: 5:41 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: office@immaculateconception.church Facebook: 
Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 
Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: Saturdays, 10.30 AM (after Mass) 
Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

SEE DETAILS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE NEWSLETTER TO BOOK TO ATTEND WEEKEND MASSES 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 
 

Sun 27 June THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
 

5.30 pm 

Booking advised 
Dennis Wilson (100th birthday) 
Booking advised 

Mon 28 June St Irenaeus - No Mass 

Tues 29 June HOLY DAY OF 
OBLIGATION 

Ss Peter & Paul 

10.00 am 
 

7.30 pm 

Just turn up, no booking! 
Ann Dunkley (90th birthday) 
Just turn up, no booking! 

Wed 30 June First Martyrs of the 
Church of Rome 

11.00 am FUNERAL – Arthur Boyle 
Invited family & friends only 

Thurs 01 July St Oliver Plunkett 10.00 am ONLINE ONLY 

Fri 02 July Feria 10.00 am Just turn up, no booking! 
Ann Dunkley (100th birthday) 

Sat 03 July St Thomas 10.00 am Booking advised 
†Hugh Slevin RIP 

Sun 04 July FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
 

5.30 pm 

Booking advised 
Vocations & Fr Martin Plunkett 
Booking advised 
Vocations & Fr Martin Plunkett 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 

all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever. 
 Amen 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:– 
TODAY, SUNDAY 27TH JUNE – Peter’ Pence – the Pope’s charities.  Donation can be made at Mass this weekend, or on 

line via the following link:   https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/second-collection-for-peters-pence  
NEXT SUNDAY 04TH JULY – No second collection 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by 
your gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY MASS BOOKING  If you would like to book a seat please do so by the preceding Wednesday, 
12 noon, by sending an email to icmassbookings@gmail.com (or if you do not have internet access, please ring the 
parish office during office hours.  Please ensure you leave the following: 

 Name & contact details  •    No of people in your group 

 No of children under aged 10  •    Any special circumstances 

 
If you forget to make a booking, you are very welcome to turn up and, although we can’t guarantee it, we will do our 
very best to find you a seat. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 am – 4.00 pm 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24 

Psalm: 
29:2,4-6, 11-13 
2nd Reading: 
2 Corinthians 8:7,9,13-15 
Gospel: 
Mark 5:21-43 

http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur
https://portsmouthdicoese.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f45e1d9464cfcb22c391f016&id=6d20ca352f&e=5ef1384442


 

 

Touching Jesus 
 

 
She said, “If I but touch his clothes, I shall be cured.”  Mark 5:28 

 
Here is an example of one who comes to Jesus with great faith.  It’s a fascinating story, 
in that we are given the gift of being able to know her thoughts. 
 
This woman had suffered greatly for many years.  She tried everything she could to be 
cured by doctors.  She spent all she had.  And then, in this desperate state, the woman 
turned in faith to Jesus. 
 
Perhaps she had had great faith throughout her life; we do not know.  What we do 
know is that in her suffering, she was greatly humbled and was out of options.  In this 
humble condition, she did what any saint would do.  She held on to the conviction that 
Jesus was the answer.  When all else failed, Jesus would not let her down.  Perhaps 
she didn’t know if she would be physically healed, but she did know she had to turn to 
Jesus nonetheless.   
 
There is a great lesson in this story, in that we must have the same depth of trust and 
the same commitment to turn to Jesus with our life.  Even if we have not tried every 
other option in life, we must all embrace the witness this woman gives. 
 
Turning to Jesus with deep certainty and faith means we know that His will is all that 
matters.  It means that we choose Him above all else and in every circumstance of 
life.  It means we do not only turn to Him with our problems, we also turn to Him with 
our joys and in our blessings.  Everything we do must come from a deep interior 
conviction that Jesus is the answer to everything in life. 
 
Perhaps that sounds like a bit much.  Perhaps we have a habit of turning to Him only 
when everything else seems to fail us.  But it shouldn’t be so.  We are called to build a 
daily habit of seeking to “touch His clothes,” so to speak.  This is a way of saying we 
must turn our heart, mind, will and soul to Him always. 
 
Reflect, today, on how deep your habit is of reaching out to Jesus.  Is He the first one 
you praise in your blessings?  And is He the first one you turn to in your fears and 
struggles?  Build this interior habit and you will see miracles of grace in your life. 
 
Lord, help me to always turn to You in all things.  Help me to trust You when life 
seems hard and when things seem to fall apart.  Help me to also turn to You in all the 
many blessings I receive.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 

A reflection for the 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
My Catholic Life 

https://mycatholic.life 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Mark%205.28


OTHER PARISH NOTICES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Congratulations  to Ann Dunkley, celebrating her 
90th birthday next week.  We hope you have a 

wonderful day.  We can learn 
a lot from those who have 
experienced life a lot longer 
than ourselves so we asked 
Ann if she had any Pearls of 
Wisdom she could share with 
us…….. 

“My childhood was very happy and a secure 
childhood enables one to cope with whatever life 
throws at you. My aim with my own family was 
to make their childhoods happy and secure but 
with firm boundaries - and so on with 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren”. 
 

 

DENNIS WILSON – Dennis we hope you enjoyed 
your 100th birthday celebrations last week! 

 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING UPDATE 

 
Hall Use: 
 From 17th June, the hall is now -re open for regular 

users following covid briefings , revised health and 
safety and risk assessments. 

 The PPC decided that no social events can be booked 
at present due to our risk assessments 

 Additional fees were agreed to cover cleaning 
requirements and use of any equipment. 

 There was a review of our security arrangements 
following recent incidents and the current and future 
use of the hall. 

 Plans in hand re the food safety requirements and the 
kitchen. 

Finance:  The new Chair of the Finance Committee and 
Treasurer were welcomed to the PPC. 
Flower Team:  Thanks were offered to the flower team 
for their beautiful arrangements during Easter and for 
the altar displays since. 
COVID issues- were discussed and the plans to reduce 
social distance as per the guidelines and encouraging 
access to the church.  Major limitation is availability of 
stewards during the week. 

 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue326?
e=34c55ac6ce 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL CORONAVIRUS 
UPDATE 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUT
HAMPTON/bulletins/2e38d49 

 

COMING UP …….. 
 
WEDNESDAY 
No Mass this Wednesday.  Funeral of Arthur Boyle 
in the church at 11.00 am. 
 
ROSARY FOLLOWED BY MASS ON FRIDAYS  
The church will be open on Fridays for the Rosary 
starting at 9.30 am, followed by Mass at 10.00 am  
starting from this week, Friday 25th June.  No need 
to book, just turn up for either or both. 
 
CONFESSIONS RESTARTING ON SATURDAYS 
Fr Antony will be available after the 10 am Mass on 
Saturday mornings from the beginning of July to 
hear confessions.  No need to book, just turn up. 
 
 

 

MORE SPACE AVAILABLE AT MASSES 
 
Thanks to the latest Covid guidance for Places of 
Worship and the success of the vaccination 
programme, we are making changes to our seating 
arrangements this weekend to increase our seating 
capacity in the church. 
 
Following the Sunday 1000 mass on June 27th, we 
would  be really grateful if a few able bodied people 
could help us rearrange the seating and enable us to 
bring back some  additional rows into the church! 
  
Essentially, from this weekend, we will reduce the 
social distance between households to 2 seats and 1.5 
metres between rows.  The seats on either end of 
each row, next to the aisle will remain empty and 
marked to maintain social distance from those 
standing in the aisles. 
  
Those with ‘booked seats’ will receive new allocated 
seating this week end as you arrive for Mass. 
 
We should  now have plenty of seats for those who 
would like to ‘turn up on the day’.   
  
It would also be helpful if you could fill a row from the 
centre, to prevent people ‘crossing over one another’- 
particularly as the distance will be less! 
  
For now we will continue to remain seated for mass 
and receive communion at the end of mass. 
  
We are looking  forward to the  next guidance 
which will hopefully liberate us further!!” 
 

 
 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue326?e=34c55ac6ce
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue326?e=34c55ac6ce


BOOKSHOP 
We would like to restock our 
bookshop, based in the side 
of the church porch, so 
that it is ready for reopening after 
Sunday Masses once Covid 
restrictions are lifted. 
Are there items or resources, 
books, gifts etc you would like to 
be able to buy there?  Please let us 
know what you would like to see 
available for sale as we would like to 
make it a useful resource to the parish.  
Please e mail the parish office or write 
a note and post it in to the presbytery 
or leave under the bookshop door 
when you are next at the church. 

 

PAINTING AND CARPENTRY SKILLS? 
We are working towards the easing of restrictions in 
the church and we would like to make sure it begins 
once again to feel a warm and welcoming 
environment.  Over the past year some areas of the 
church have suffered unusual wear and tear and now 
need some cleaning up and repair/maintenance work, 
for example, we would like to repaint the church 
doors which have a lot of damage from sticky tape 
used for signage.  If you are a painter or carpenter or 
have some good DIY skills you would be willing to use 
to help out, we would be very pleased to hear from 
you.  Please speak to Fr Antony after Mass or contact 
the parish office. 

 
OPEN AIR CONCERTS 
Flautissimo (based at our Church Hall for 
rehearsals) will be performing the following free 
outdoor flute concerts over the summer.  A great 
opportunity (if it’s good weather) to take a flask 
of tea, some cake, a picnic chair and a friend for a 
trip out.  They would very much appreciate 
support. 

 Sat 17th July 3pm to 5pm at Romsey 
Bandstand 

 Sat 24th July 11:30 to 1:30 at Eastleigh 
Bandstand 

 Sun 1st August 11:30 to 1:30 at Eastleigh’s 
Pavilion on the Park, Kingfisher Road 

 
STEWARDS MEETING 
Thursday 1st July at 19.30 -8.00 pm. 
Regarding the new seating arrangements and social 
distancing in church. All stewards /readers and helpers 
are welcome to attend. Thank you Mary 
 
Zoom Meeting link:    
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89501637279?pwd=a044V
zI0bDVnNEpRenViUVJvcjFadz09 
ID: 895 0163 7279 Passcode: 501775 

 

PARISH SECRETARY: 
A vacancy has arisen due to retirement.  
Southampton City Centre Catholic Parish of St 
Joseph and St Edmund is seeking to appoint a 
new Parish Secretary 
       Full time 35 hours per week 
       Based at: St Edmund’s Lodge, The Avenue, 

Southampton, SO17 1XJ 
We offer: 
       Competitive Salary (up to £23,000pa), plus 

contributory pension, dependant on experience. 
Reporting to the Parish Priest. 

       A supportive working environment 
We are looking for someone who: 
       Has excellent secretarial and computer skills 
       Is self-motivated and flexible 
       Is emotionally resilient, able to work in a team and 

to maintain total confidentiality 
Email/call the Parish Office 
at southamptoncitycentre@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
 (023 8033 4891) for Job Description, Person 
Specification and Application Form. 
Closing date for applications:  Wednesday 7th July 
2021 – midday 
Interviews: Thursday/Friday 15th / 16th July 2021 
Commencement date: 9th August 2021 or as soon 
as possible after this date. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89501637279?pwd=a044VzI0bDVnNEpRenViUVJvcjFadz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89501637279?pwd=a044VzI0bDVnNEpRenViUVJvcjFadz09
mailto:southamptoncitycentre@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:southamptoncitycentre@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

