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2nd August 2020 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A 
‘And breaking the loaves handed them to his disciples who gave them to the crowds. They all ate as 

much as they wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining; twelve baskets full.’ 
(Matt 14:19-20) 

Immaculate Conception Church 

Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  

Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Enquiries re the Sacraments: 

please make an appointment by email. 

Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 
 

 BOOKING TO ATTEND MASS 

PLEASE NOTE due to current government guidelines, available capacity in the church is 

limited to 40 persons / 14 households except Saturday when it is 24. 

Therefore, attendance at mass is through the BOOKABLE SYSTEM ONLY  
Details of how to book a place for Holy Mass are on the last page of this newsletter and on the 

parish website. 
 

 

Sun 02 Aug 

 

10 am 

 

18th Sunday 

Ordinary Time 

Sunday Mass 

available from 10 am 

on: 

 Youtube 

 Facebook 

 Parish Website 

*Saturday Mass is 

recorded for Sunday 

Ted Andrews RIP 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1st Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3 

Psalm:  144(145):8-9, 15-18 

2nd Reading: Romans 8:35,37-39 

Gospel: Matt 14:13-21 

 

 

 

 

 

Weblink for this week: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s

/vn2gjr205vwutm5/Children

%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2

002.08.20.mp4?dl=0 

5.30 pm Diamond Jubilees of 

Srs Maureen, Marie 

Bernadette, 

Catherine Carey of 

the Daughters of 

Wisdom 

Mon 03 Aug __ Feria No Service 

Tues 04 Aug  10 am St John Vianney Margaret Gallagher 

RIP 

Wed 05 Aug 7.30 pm Dedication of the 

Basilica of St Mary 

Major 

Januario Antonio 

Monteiro RIP 

Thurs 06 Aug  11 am The Transfiguration of 

the Lord 

FUNERAL MASS 

(family & invited only) 

Fri 07 Aug __ St Sixtus II No Service 

*Sat 08 Aug 10 am* St Dominic - 

 

Sun 09 Aug 

10 am 19th Sunday 

Ordinary Time 

Audrey Reid RIP 

5.30 pm  

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things and 

I passionately desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come 

spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You now and forever. Amen 

 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 

Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 

Sort Code: 30-93-04 Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference e.g: 

ERF = Emergency Relief Fund, 

GEN = General Fund (offertory collection), 

followed by your gift aid number if you donate in 

this way. 
Thank you for your support and patience at this time 

Contacting the parish …….. 

While the Parish Office is often physically closed, the 

Parish email is still checked. 

For non-urgent matters please send an email to 

portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Unless it is an emergency, please keep calls/emails 

to a minimum on Mondays as this is Fr Antony’s day 

off. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/vn2gjr205vwutm5/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2002.08.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vn2gjr205vwutm5/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2002.08.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vn2gjr205vwutm5/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2002.08.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vn2gjr205vwutm5/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2002.08.20.mp4?dl=0
mailto:portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ… 
…For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince 
Nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any 
created thing, can ever come between us and the love of   God made visible in Christ Jesus 
our Lord… 

 
My dear Friends: 

 
Wow! The words from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans really grip the heart! Can you imagine, 
amid the challenges, stresses, pressures, difficulties, grinding needs and demands of daily life, to 
receive a letter telling us how much we are loved! I used to think that this reading referred to 
our love for God. It is actually attesting to God’s unquenchable love for us. NOTHING can come 
between us and the love of God made visible in Jesus Christ. His love is not something we have 
to earn! It is given freely, generously…without charge! It is by simply saying ‘yes’ to allow 
ourselves to be loved by God. It is then that we are loved into change, and transformed by His 
love.  
 
This brings two paths of thought together. I remember many years ago, reading a book by John 
Powell, Why Am I Afraid to Love? A student was asked why she was afraid to tell others who she 
was. Her response: Why am I afraid to tell you who I am? I am afraid to tell you who I am, 
because, if I tell you who I am, you may not like who I am, and it's all that I have...” Powell states 
in one of his other books (The Secret of Staying in Love): It is an absolute human certainty that 
no one can know his own beauty, or perceive a sense of his own worth, until it has been reflected 
back to him in the mirror of another loving, caring human being. Today’s readings tell us just 
how precious, and loved, each one of us is by God!  Nothing can come between God’s love for 
us…I guess… except ourselves! 
 
You know, our words and actions flow from the contents dwelling in the storerooms of our 
hearts. This was expressed very aptly in Thursday’s readings in which the author stated we could 
not harvest grapes from bramble bushes…Indeed, it is true! We can all follow ‘the Christian thing 
to do’, but I firmly believe that unless there is a Love Conversion in the very core of our being, in 
which we allow ourselves to be loved by God, and loved into change by God, what we do and say 
will feel as dry as dust, and taste just as insipid. 
 
If the storerooms of our hearts are filled seething hurt, bitter resentment, anger and 
woundedness…these feelings will spill into our words, actions and responses to others. If we feel 
unloved, taken for granted, endlessly criticised and never affirmed, these are the reflections we 
shall see daily in our personal mirrors. If this is also the only mirror rammed into our faces each 
day, it will result in eyes which only see faults; ears, deaf to affirmation; tongues which only 
know how to whiplash; and hearts, which have turned into stone.  Powell says, a person will 
only be able to express and show love, care and affirmation if it has been reflected back to him 
in the mirror of another loving, caring human being. And that is the challenge for each one of us!  
 
We have to only to say ‘yes’ to God’s love us. This will enable us to truly love ourselves, and, 
render us capable of showing that love to others! The storerooms of our hearts will be filled 
with the beauty of authentic affirmation, compassion, affirmation and love. We shall be loved 
into the creations we were meant to be.  
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I am sure you remember that beautiful quote from the Velveteen Rabbit! 
Real isn’t how you are made,” said the Skin Horse. “It’s a thing that happens to you. When a 
child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you 
become Real.” 

“Does it hurt?” asked the Rabbit. 

“Sometimes,” said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful. “When you are Real you don’t 
mind being hurt.” 

“Does it happen all at once, like being wound up,” he asked, “or bit by bit?” 

“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse. “You become. It takes a long time. That’s 
why it doesn’t happen often to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to 
be carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, 
and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. But these things don’t 
matter at all, because once you are Real you can’t be ugly, except to people who don’t 
understand.” 

I think that about sums up the ways in which it is God’s love for us which changes and 
transforms us – if we say the ‘yes’ and allow it to happen. 
 

Remember me as loving you 
 

Fr Antony 
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BEREAVEMENT GROUP 
The Pastoral Team is looking for volunteers to join our parish St 
Luke’s Bereavement Group which is really short of help.  No 
previous. experience required as Fr Antony will be providing training, 
but an interest in providing some practical and emotional support to 
those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  Please have a chat 
with Fr Antony or contact the parish office if you would be interested 
in finding out more. 

 
 

RECENTLY DIED 
Please remember in your prayers the following who have died recently.  Please 
remember their families in particular at this time, as only limited numbers will be 
able to attend their funerals. 
May they Rest in Peace 
Ita De Souza – who died last week.  Her funeral will be at St Vincent de Paul parish 
in Lordswood on Thursday 20th August. 
Anthony Chennells who died last Friday.  His funeral will be at Immaculate 
Conception on Thursday 6th August. 

Miss Eileen Read , a member of the Southampton Catholic Community for over 50 years , has died at 
Cardiff.  She devoted her life to others working as a teacher and Headteacher at St Joseph's School, 
then taught at Springhill and Holy Family Schools and will be remembered by many for her warm 
smile and her generosity to the young homeless whom she welcomed into her home under Nightstop. 
Her funeral will be at St Boniface and prayers are asked for her soul. May she rest in peace. 
 

 
 

 
EID MUBARAK – (HAPPY EID) 
To our Muslim sisters and brothers a happy Eid, starting on Thursday, 30 July.  At 

the festival Muslims remember Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son to God 

and God’s loving response. 

 
 

BISHOPS NEWSLETTER – E NEWS  Latest round up of news from the Bishop and around the Diocese.  This 

weeks issue can be found at:  https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue285 
 
CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ NEWS  can be found at    https://mailchi.mp/cbcew/230320-1183514?e=d8f421addf 
 
CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS FROM AROUND THE UK free online: http://www.churchpaper.co.uk 
 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL HELP AND SUPPORT 
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid19/i-need-help.aspx 
 
and CITY UPDATE FOR THIS WEEK – includes youtube video update from Council Leader 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2972676 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  Don’t forget you can access many resources on the parish website by going to this link.  
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downloads   Go to documents/resources. 

 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue285
file:///C:/Users/Rosemary/Downloads/an%20be%20found%20at%20https:/mailchi.mp/cbcew/230320-1183514%3fe=d8f421addf
http://www.churchpaper.co.uk/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid19/i-need-help.aspx
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2972676
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downloads
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipart.email/clipart/support-clipart-png-427366.html&psig=AOvVaw1PDYVWKi108GKc24pOG7s6&ust=1596198514183000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDD65r99OoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAV
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.megapixl.com/a-wooden-cross-with-sky-stock-photo-29524013&psig=AOvVaw1FpTof7a4zUkd32kxHmtwq&ust=1596199540182000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCjvPuA9eoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://depositphotos.com/vector-images/eid-mubarak.html&psig=AOvVaw0UGvbC_S3mssF1QqVa9gG0&ust=1596200309604000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCbt96D9eoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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QUIZ CORNER (Answers at bottom of the page) 

1. Where am I? According to tradition, the place where the angel appeared to Joseph telling him to 
return home as Herod was dead. The Monastery of Al ’Moharaq ‘ is now there. 
 
2. Who am I? I am the Patron saint of Parish Priests, born the son of a shepherd in the 18th Century. I 
founded La Providence a home for orphaned and abandoned children. I was 
renowned as someone who read souls ‘with ease’ and brought lapsed catholics back to the faith. 
 
3. What am I? Known as the ‘queen of long roads’, I was built in 312 BC. I was the main route for military 
supplies from Rome to Brindisi. On my path, 6000 slaves were crucified after the revolt of Spartacus and 
a famous saint turned around here.. Who was the Saint? 
 
4. Who said? "A man who governs his passions is master of his world. We must either command 
them or be enslaved by them. It is better to be a hammer than an anvil." 
 

 

SVP SUMMER CHALLENGES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
‘Young Vincentians Summer Challenges’ which all young people 
are invited to engage in over the next 6 weeks - “Seeds of Hope” 
Garden Design challenge and the “Summer Reading Challenge” 
for older young adults.  More information at the following links: 

 

 

It is always unwise to say things in front of children that we would prefer not to be repeated and cause 
us embarrassment ……!! 

Charity Begins At Home 
A Vicar stood waiting to welcome his flock, 

And a small boy was first in the queue, 
“As soon as I’m working,” he earnestly said, 

“I shall give all my money to you.” 
“Your generous words do you credit, my child, 

Is it charity learnt from your teacher?” 
“No, I learnt it at home, Sir,” the small boy replied. 

“Daddy says you’re a very poor preacher.” 
Dennis B. Wilson 

 
QUIZ ANSWERS:  (1) Qussqam in Assiut, Eygpt. (2) St John Vianney Feast Aug 4th (3) Appian Way and St Paul. (4) St Dominic 

Garden Design 
https://www.svp.org.uk/youth-svp/seeds-hope 
Closing Date 28th August 
 
Summer Reading Challenge 
https://www.svp.org.uk/sites/default/files/content/Youth%20SV
P%20Summer%20Challenge%202020.pdf 

 
To find out more about the work of SVP: 
https://www.svp.org.uk/ 

https://www.svp.org.uk/youth-svp/seeds-hope
https://www.svp.org.uk/sites/default/files/content/Youth%20SVP%20Summer%20Challenge%202020.pdf
https://www.svp.org.uk/sites/default/files/content/Youth%20SVP%20Summer%20Challenge%202020.pdf
https://www.svp.org.uk/
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Arrangements for attending Mass 
 

The Church will be open for ‘bookable’ Mass only as follows: 
Sundays: 1000 and 1730 (5.30pm) 

Tuesdays 1000 
Wednesdays 1930-7.30pm 

Thursdays 1200 (noon) 
Saturday 1000 – for those with special circumstances- recorded Sunday mass 

Email booking : icmassbookings@gmail.com (preferred) 
080024613720 for those with no internet. 

If you have not already booked your   normal ‘weekly mass time’ then: 
i) Send an email request to this email address: icmassbookings@gmail.com   and state 

a. Your name and address. 
b.   The total number in your household coming to Mass (let us know if there are under 

10s). 
c.  The preference for the day of the week and mass time you wish to attend. (If you can 

give a second choice that will help if there are too many requests for one Mass time). 
d.  Whether there is a special circumstance (e.g. wheelchair access, working hours)  

ii) Call this number 0800 2461372 and leave a message. We provide this option for those 
who have no access to the internet. If you have internet access, please email us. 

 You must specify the day of week and time you would like to attend Mass. This will be your 
usual Mass time each week. For the time being, you cannot book more than one Mass a week 
to allow as many people as possible to attend Mass. We are asking those who are retired, and 
those who can attend a Mass during the week, to sign up for a weekday Mass. Please do not 
‘swop’ mass bookings, rather cancel them through the booking system, so we can release seats 
for those on shift work etc. Those who work unpredictable shifts should email us on a 
Wednesday for the following week.  When your booking is confirmed, you will receive details of 
your seat and row number in Church. Numbers 1-10 are on the Sacristy side and 11-20 on the 
Lady Chapel side. Please try to arrive at the recommended time so we can prevent a queue. 
There will be no toilet facilities available.  
Each mass must have 3 stewards, so please volunteer if you can by emailing the office. 
Attending mass: There is a one -way system operating in the church, with the entrance through 
the main porch and exit through the side fire exits. Please see the details on the website and 
the noticeboard as you enter church. Please feel free to wear a face covering /gloves in church 
except to receive Holy Communion. Collection boxes are available for offerings on the way out. 
Where possible, please bring gift aid envelopes or an ordinary envelope with your gift aid 
number on it. Unless otherwise specified, donations are for the general running of the church.  
Diocesan / Government guidance states that:  

 You will need to sanitize your hands on the way in and out of church. 

 The congregation should not stand or kneel during mass as this reduces social distance. 
 
Capacity for Mass: Sunday- Thursday included – 40 people or 14 households  
Capacity for Saturday mass (recorded) excluding households- 27 

 
Portsmouth R.C. Diocesan Trustees Registered Charity No 246871 

mailto:icmassbookings@gmail.com

