
Sun 05 Apr PALM SUNDAY 
of the Passion of the Lord 

10.30 am Claire Starley RIP 

Mon 06 Apr of Holy Week - - 
Tues 07 Apr of Holy Week 10 am Michelle Dunne RIP 
Wed 08 Apr of Holy Week 10 am Fred & Queenie 

Fuller RIP 
Thurs 09 Apr Maundy Thursday 7.30 pm Paul Mawdsley RIP 
Fri 10 Apr Good Friday 3.00 pm - 
Sat 11 Apr Holy Saturday - Vigil Mass 8.00 pm - 
Sun 12 Apr EASTER SUNDAY  of the 

resurrection of the Lord 
10.30 am Earnest Gatorma 

Blango RIP 

 

NO 
PUBLIC 
MASSES 

Fr Antony will 
say Mass 

privately each 
day and 

include all 
requested 

Mass intentions 

 

05 April 2020 
PALM SUNDAY, YEAR A 

“‘Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!’” 
(Matthew 21:9) 
l”  (Mark 9:35) 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 
Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Confessions: Saturday at 10.30am after morning Mass 
Rosary: Wednesdays, starting 25 mins before Mass 
Hall Bookings: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

	
 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @ic_portswood 

 
 

 
events are the swinging open of the 
‘Triduum’ Gate into Holy Week.  

 
Holy Week can lead us into the Heart of 
God and, like the rose, make our hearts and 
lives ‘a hundred times more beautiful’: 

 
Holy Thursday, when Jesus fuses our hearts 
and souls with His, in the Eucharist. At this 
moment in time, we can receive a Spiritual 
Communion. I shall elaborate on this later in 
the week. 
 
Good Friday, when his Passion(ate) love for 
us is demonstrated in his scourging, 
crucifixion and death; and, 
 
Easter Sunday, when Jesus conquered 
death by his resurrection!  
And this amazing, sacrificial act of love was 
done for you and me! 
 
The palms we receive on Palm Sunday are, 
indeed, both beautiful and symbolic. 
However, it is only recently that a sentence 
in the gospel, Passion reading impacted on 
me! I remember in my early childhood, 
listening with foreboding and fear to the 
ominous happenings when Jesus breathed 
his last. The shocking scene reached its 
crescendo when the sanctuary curtain,  

 

 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
Procession:  Matthew 21:1-11 
1st Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-7 
Psalm:  21(22):8-9,17-20, 23-24 
2nd Reading:  Philippians 2:6-11 
Gospel:  Matthew 26:14-27:66 

 
During Holy Week and Easter Fr Antony will be saying 
all Masses in private at the above times.  He will also 
be recording daily reflections which will be available 
to listen to on the website.   

 
 
 

__________________________________	
 

My dear Friends: 
 

Rumi, one of the great Sufi mystics, once said: 
 
What God said to the Rose, and caused it 
to laugh in full-blown beauty, he said to my 
heart, and made it a hundred times more 
beautiful.  
 

The gripping stories within Palm Sunday’s 
liturgy, unfold Jesus’ triumphant welcome into 
Jerusalem; his acceptance and adulation by 
the people; his personal betrayal by a 
disciple; the Passover meal/Eucharist; his 
arrest, suffering and death. These poignant  

 

 

Click to listen to Fr Antony’s on-line reflections 
 



 

which separated the people from the inner 
sanctum, was ripped in two! As a child, I 
used to think this was final demonstration of 
God’s disapproval at horrible and unjust 
deeds which had been committed. It was 
actually symbolic of the new covenant of 
love. 
 
Fr. Ron Rolheiser looks at this through another 
insightful lens, and reveals something very 
beautiful!  That veil, or curtain, used to 
separate the ordinary person from the holy of 
holies. It obscured and blocked their vision. 
Rolheiser state that, ‘what the gospel-writers 
are saying is that, at the moment of Jesus’ 
death, the veil that sits between us and the 
inner life of God was ripped open so that we 
can now see what God looks like inside…the 
cross, then is the ultimate icon, the real 
depiction of the Holy. It shows us God’s 
heart’. This is, indeed, the New Covenant of 
his love for us. 
 
The challenges, pain, suffering, death, and 
bereavement being experienced by so 
many around the world, are indeed a Via 
Crucis, Way of the Cross. The experiences 
can sometimes feel as if the bottom has 
fallen out of our worlds! A bit like the Passion 
gospel, these experiences can perhaps fill us 
with fear and insecurity.  
 
However!...like the symbolism of the tearing 
of that sanctuary veil,  the liturgies of Holy 
Week invite us into the very ‘heart of God’. 
They proclaim his unfathomable love for 
each and every one of us. Whatever we are 
experiencing, be it coping with our own 
sickness, or caring for others; be it the 
challenge of feeling shut-in with ‘loved ones’, 
or stressed by being isolated; be it worries 
about job security, family support; or the 
gnawing worries about COVID 19…the Lord’s 
arms are around us to calm, strengthen and 
support us.  One of the great mystics once 
wrote that the wound is the place where 
light enters you. That Light will enter us and 
will enable us to see through God’s eyes; our 
own hearts to beat with his love; our words to 
echo with his healing; and, our actions to 
respond with his compassion.  
 
 

 
 
 

Do you know what you are? 
 

You are a manuscript oƒ a divine letter. 
You are a mirror reflecting a noble face.  

This universe is not outside of you.  
Look inside yourself; 

Everything that you want,  
you are already that. 

 
(Rumi) 

 
Remember me as loving you, 

 
Fr. Antony 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              



 

	
If you would like to join the group, please e mail the 
parish office with your name and mobile phone number 
and we will add you to the group. 
 
If you have not used WhatsApp before…….. 
WhatsApp is a free app for iphones and smartphones, 
Mac laptops and Windows PCs. It allows you to send 
messages, pictures, videos and even voice recordings, 
as well as make voice and video calls over the internet 
for free, rather than using your mobile network which 
costs you money.  You can connect with multiple 
people in one conversation either by texting, phoning 
or video calling. 
How to get WhatsApp 
If you’re using an iphone/smartphone, head to your  
online app store and search for WhatsApp. Want to get 
WhatsApp on your computer? Then visit the WhatsApp 
website and download it from there. 
 
 

**NEW** 
CLICK HERE FOR 

PAGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE ON THE 
PARISH WEBSITE 

Here you will find a collection of activities and 
information suitable for this unusual time out of school 
and appropriate to this time of the Church’s year.  They 
have been collected from various sources including a 
couple of young people in our parish.  If any other 
young people have some good ideas you would like to 
share on the website for next week, please e mail us 
at www.portswood.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

-  Easter Art Competition 
-  Stations of the Cross Colouring Pictures 
-  Surviving Self Isolation advice 
-  Surviving Lockdown for Teenagers! Lots of great  
    ideas 
-  Family liturgy at home 
-  CAFOD Children’s Liturgy Live on Sundays 10 am	

 
 
MASS ONLINE  Live and recorded services are available 
to watch and take part in on-line at  
https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 
A link to this can also be found under the 
Documents/Resources area of our parish website. 
 
DAILY MASS READINGS AND PRAYERS  If you would like 
to read the daily Mass and Office/prayer readings, they 
can all be found on this website:  
https://universalis.com/mass.htm.  There is also a link to 
it via the Documents/Resources page of our website. 
 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 
“MY PARISH” 

We have started up a WhatsApp 
group to help parishioners keep in 
touch and share useful information.  

 
IN NEED OF SUPPORT?/WILLING TO 
VOLUNTEER? 
Although, the volunteer /buddy 
scheme is now operational, we 
are still in the process of 
contacting some people. Please 
let us know if you are able to help 
with shopping or being a phone 
friend to those who are isolated, 
live alone, or would welcome a 
friendly chat. While we have 
initially focussed on those in total 
isolation, if there are other people 
who would welcome a phone 
friend, please let us know’. 
 
REDEMPTTORIST PUBLICATIONS 
FREE STATIONS OF THE CROSS DVD  
To help support you during this 
time we are delighted to share, 
for free, the DVD version of one 
of our best-selling books; Stations 
of the Cross - Then and Now by Fr 
Denis McBride C.Ss.R. In this one 
hour video the voice and visuals 
open up new ways of thinking 
about Jesus’ journey and 
demonstrate how the passion 
story, in all its savagery, continues 
in our own time. The Gospel best 
comes alive when the story of 
Jesus resonates deeply within our 
heart and our personal 
experience. Let The Stations of 
the Cross - Then and Now shine 
new light on your own journey 
this Lent.  
Available to view online from 1 - 
13 April 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?time_continue=364&v=sr-
EjzDPzvQ&feature=emb_logo 
 

ADDITIONS TO THE PARISH WEBSITE 
Under our ‘documents/resources’ page of the 
website you will find: 

*NEW* The ‘All Online Catholic Church’ 
This document is a one stop access point providing 
lots of useful weblinks to: 
• Masses, prayers, devotions & reflections 
• Online retreats and courses 
• Virtual Pilgrimages 
• Pastoral letters 
• Catholic News 
• Lectures 
 
 
FREE STATIONS OF THE CROSS DVD 
To help support you during this time Redemptorist 
Publications are sharing, for free, the DVD version of 
one of their best-selling books; Stations of the Cross - 
Then and Now by Fr Denis McBride C.Ss.R. In this one 
hour video the voice and visuals open up new ways 
of thinking about Jesus’ journey and demonstrate  

 
Available to view online from 1 - 13 April 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3
64&v=sr-EjzDPzvQ&feature=emb_logo 

 
COVID19-FRONTLINE WORKERS – PRAYER PARTNERS 
We all appreciate the tremendous work being 
carried out for us by all our front line workers, be they 
nurses, doctors, cleaners, porters, refuse collectors, 
carers in the homes, police or military staff etc. We 
would like to offer a personalised prayer companion 
for anyone who is at the frontline or ‘home front’. If 
you would like a prayer partner to sustain you 
through these challenging times, please 
email mary.gobbi@btinternet.com and we will link 
someone to you (with mutual permissions of course!) 
Similarly, if you would like to be a prayer partner, 
please let us know. 
 
THANK YOU to Sister Valentina, the Verbum Dei 
community and Kaitlin Gilday of the Southampton 
Uni FOCUS Team for supporting us with our pastoral 
and liturgical work in ‘lock down’. 
 
EASTER RETREAT, Thurs 9th – Sun 12th April 
Would you like an on line Easter retreat? Then join the 
Verbum Dei community at 
http://uk.verbumdei.org/event/easter-silent-retreat-2 
(Registration must be made by Wed 8th April) 
 
 

 

how the passion story, in all 
its savagery, continues in 
our own time.The Gospel 
best comes alive when the 
story of Jesus resonates 
deeply within our heart and 
our personal experience. 
Let The Stations of the Cross 
- Then and Now shine new 
light on your own journey 
this Lent.  

 



 

PARISH FINANCES 
During the current Coronavirus Crisis the parish 
income will be considerably affected.  Whilst we will 
continue to receive the usual offerings from Standing 
Orders and Direct Debits, all other income has 
ceased.  We ask that you please give some 
consideration to other ways that you can help. 
 
1. Even if you cannot use Gift Aid you can still set up 

a Standing Order.  Standing Order forms are 
available on the parish web site if you do not use 
online banking. 

2. Payments to the Parish Emergency Relief Fund 
can be made on the church website or by way of 
a one off bank transfer (Use the reference ERFxx – 
replace the xx with your envelope number if you 
Gift Aid)  If you do not have internet access, 
please just put a cheque in the post to the parish 
office saying what it is for. 

3. We still need to repay the loan for the roof 
replacement – again a Standing Order or one off 
bank transfer with the reference RFxx will ensure 
that we are able to do so. 

4. Continue to support the Lenten Jam Jar 
campaign – keep filling the jars and keep until the 
church services resume. 

5. If you cannot use bank transfers please consider 
putting aside your usual Sunday Offering in cash, 
so that you have a fund available to support the 
parish when the present emergency is over.    

 
The Parish Bank Account details are 

Sort Code 30-93-04  Account No 00887995 
 

THANK YOU 
 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
For those who use Gift Aid envelopes, boxes of 
weekly envelopes for the new tax year commencing 
6th April have been prepared, but cannot be 
distributed in the present Coronavirus Emergency,  
Please continue to set aside your weekly offering, if 
possible, for donation when the crisis is over. 

 
IN NEED OF SUPPORT?/WILLING TO VOLUNTEER? 
While we have initially focussed on those in total 
isolation, if there are other people who would 
welcome some help or a phone friend, please let us 
know.  Please also let us know if you are able to help 
with shopping or being a phone friend to those who 
are isolated, live alone, or would welcome a friendly 
chat. 
 
CALLING ARTISTS, POETS AND OTHER CREATIVE 
TALENTS  If anyone has penned any creative work 
linked to Easter and/or COVID 19- please let us know 
and, if suitable, we can share them on the web or 
newsletter. 
 
KEY FOR ST MICHAEL’S ROOM  If anyone living near 
the church has a key to the St Michael’s room we 
would be grateful if you could return it through the 
presbytery door as the spare has been mislaid.  
Thanks! 
 

BELOW YOU CAN READ THE SERMON GIVEN BY POPE 
FRANCIS’ AT THE URBI ET ORBI BLESSING ON FRIDAY 
LAST WEEK. 
This was an extra-ordinary moment of prayer, given 
by the Pope, to implore for an end to the 
pandemic, which culminated with the imparting of 
the Urbi et Orbi blessing, to which is attached the 
possibility of receiving a Plenary Indulgence.  It took 
place in the sagrato (the courtyard in front of the 
entrance) of Saint Peter’s Basilica, facing an empty 
Square. 
 

 
 

The Urbi et Orbi blessing was the usual formula with 
which the proclamations of the Roman Empire 
began.  At present, it’s the most solemn blessing 
that the Pope imparts.  It refers to the city of Rome, 
as Bishop of the diocese, and to the world, as 
Supreme Pontiff. 
 
Times When It Is Imparted 
In Latin, Urbi et Orbi means “to the city (Rome) and 
to the world.” During the year, it’s imparted on two 
occasions: Easter Sunday and Christmas Day. The 
Pontiff also imparts it on the day of his election, 
when he presents himself before Rome and the 
world as the new Successor of Saint Peter. 
 
Exceptionally, given this moment of global health 
emergency, because of the Coronavirus, the Holy 
Father decided to grant it. 
 
Read the full sermon here: 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/ho
milies/2020/documents/papa-
francesco_20200327_omelia-epidemia.html 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
E Mails to the parish e mail account are being 
picked up by and responded to as normal by 
Rachel.  Fr Antony is available on the phone if 
needed.  However, please e mail if at all possible 
in the first instance 


