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29th November 2020 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR B 
‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the time will come’ 

(Mark 13:33) 

Immaculate Conception Church 

Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  

Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Enquiries re the Sacraments: 

please make an appointment by email. 

Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 
 

 NO PUBLIC MASSES DURING NOVEMBER 

SUNDAY MASS WILL BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE AT 10 AM EACH SUNDAY AS USUAL 

The church will be open to drop in for 

private prayer on Sundays between 9 – 11 am.  

All Covid-19 guidance remains in place in the church. 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 

Mass 

Times 

 

Mass details & 

intentions 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1st Reading: Isaiah 63:16-

17,64:1,3,8 

Psalm:  79:2-3,15-16,18-19 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/d5
25ebkizk1sum9/Children%27s%
20Liturgy%20Video%2029.11.20
.mp4?dl=0 
 
 

 
Join on 
Zoom at: 

https://zoom.us/j/93491504210
?pwd=TFB1UkhiRUhBQUFFaGJ0
S2tWRk1Qdz09 
 Meeting ID: 934 9150 4210 
Passcode: 914964 

Sat 28 Nov Our Lady on Saturday (Recorded) †Ellen Gobbi RIP 

 

 

 

Sun 29 Nov 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sunday Mass available from 

10 am on: 

Youtube, Face-book & 

the Parish Website 

*Saturday Mass is recorded 

for Sunday 

 

 

 

9-11 am 

 

NO PUBLIC MASS 

 

Exposition (also on 

Zoom – see link 

below) & 

Church open for 

Private Prayer  

 

Mon 30 Nov St Andrew - 

 

No Mass 

Tues 01 Dec  of the 1st Week of Advent - No Mass 

Wed 02 Dec of the 1st Week of Advent - 

 

No Mass 

Thurs 03 Dec  St Francis Xavier - 

 

No Mass 

Fri 04 Dec of the 1st Week of Advent - 

 

No Mass 

*Sat 05 Dec of the 1st Week of Advent 10.00 am †Arthur Maxfield 

RIP 

 

Sun 06 Dec 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

10.00 am †Francesca Pereira 

RIP 

5.30 pm †Mavis Rosario RIP 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things and I 

passionately desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come 

spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You now and forever. Amen 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 

Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 

Sort Code: 30-93-04 Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference e.g: 

ERF = Emergency Relief Fund, 

GEN = General Fund (offertory collection), followed 

by your gift aid number if you donate in this way. 

Contacting the parish …….. 

The Parish Office is closed during lockdown until 2nd 

December.  The parish secretary will still be working 

between home and the parish, so e mails will continue 

to be responded to.  Please use e mail where possible 

to contact the parish unless you have an urgent 

matter and need to speak to Fr Antony.  Many thanks. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/d525ebkizk1sum9/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2029.11.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d525ebkizk1sum9/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2029.11.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d525ebkizk1sum9/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2029.11.20.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d525ebkizk1sum9/Children%27s%20Liturgy%20Video%2029.11.20.mp4?dl=0
https://zoom.us/j/93491504210?pwd=TFB1UkhiRUhBQUFFaGJ0S2tWRk1Qdz09
https://zoom.us/j/93491504210?pwd=TFB1UkhiRUhBQUFFaGJ0S2tWRk1Qdz09
https://zoom.us/j/93491504210?pwd=TFB1UkhiRUhBQUFFaGJ0S2tWRk1Qdz09
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My dear Friends: 

  

Happy Advent!! Do you remember the lyrics from that song, Day by Day from Godspell! If I 

remember correctly, they are: Oh Dear Lord, Three things I pray; To see thee more clearly; Love thee 

more dearly; Follow thee more nearly, Day by Day, by Day…I guess this is essentially what these 

four weeks before the celebration of Jesus’ birth are all about.  

  

The word ‘Advent’ can describe, and denote, a wide spectrum of interior preparation of the heart 

and soul! Actually, as I write this, I can still hear my Latin teacher’s voice! Advent, or its Latin 

form, Adventus means arrival. However, it is a composite of two Latin words: ‘ad/to’ which denotes 

motion towards, and ‘venire’ which means, to come! Dare I suggest that the English word Adventure 

(Latin Adventurus, with its roots also in the Latin advenire), is an invitation to each one of us to 

transform this Advent, with all the challenges, stresses and pressures of COVID19, into a spiritual 

Adventure!  
 

Believe me, I know that this period of lockdown can be frustrating! It sometimes can feel as if we are 

suspended in time, living inside a computer game! We miss our loved ones, and the hugs, love and 

laughter experienced with our family and friends. However, during this Advent all these 

frustrations can be transformed into a wonderful, spiritual adventure. An ad-venire/ad-vent-ture in 

which day by day, we can see God more clearly; Love God more dearly; and Follow God more nearly! 

This is what ADVENT is about!  
 

To do this, we possibly need to keep our mindsets positive, creative and hopeful! You have heard 

me speak of the contrast between the person who gets up in the morning and says, GOOD 

MORNING, God!  And the other who gets up, and says, Good GOD, morning!  Just think, in all of 

creation and human history, today has never happened before!  
 

Perhaps, each day, during this advent, we can take a few moments in stillness with the God who 

loves us. We could rejoice with him in the blessings, talents and gifts we have received. We could 

then ask him to give us the generosity of heart to mirror that thanksgiving and appreciation of 

others’ gifts and talents to those around us. You know, to a large extent, we can also use this Advent 

to be artists of other people! Our words and actions can create masterpieces in those around us.  

  

And so, my dear friends, allow this Advent to be a true spiritual adventure, of loving God and one 

another. How? By seeing more clearly; Loving more dearly; Following the God who loves us, more 

nearly. Enjoy the journey.  
 

    Remember me as Loving you, 
 

     Fr. Antony 
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SECOND COLLECTIONS 
 
THIS SUNDAY, 29th November – Peter’s Pence – the Pope’s chosen charities 

The offerings of the faithful are intended to support the activities of the Holy Father for the 
whole Universal Church.  The Pope, as Pastor of the universal Church, is concerned both with 
the needs of evangelization (spiritual, educational, justice, communication, political charity, 
diplomatic activity, etc.) and with the material needs of the poor, children, the elderly, the 
marginalized, victims of wars and natural disasters; special aid to Bishops or Dioceses in need, 
Catholic education, aid to refugees and migrants, etc. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY, 6th December – Flowers for Christmas 

 

EMERGENCY FOOD SUPPLIES 
We are conscious that this pandemic has caused many people various additional struggles. 

The parish is here to support you where possible. 
If you, or anyone you know, is in difficulty of buying basic food for themselves - and their family –  

WE CAN HELP! 
Please contact me, Terry Butler on 02380 464632. 

(All calls will be treated in the strictest of confidence). 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCHES 
Could you put aside/cook an extra portion of your Christmas Dinner for someone in the city 
who finds themselves alone this Christmas?  City Mission are looking for volunteers to help 
with this initiative.  If you could help, please contact City Mission on 023 80234000 or 
admin@citylife.org.uk 

 

IT SUPPORT NEEDED 
We are in need of a few parishioners to help us with 
various areas of IT support in the parish.  Some are 
regular tasks whilst others are just from time to time.  
Do not let your level of IT knowledge hold you back!  
As long as you are willing to learn, we can give you 
some training for specific tasks.  Some examples of 
the roles include: 

 Operating the lap top during Mass 

 Helping with set up of audio equipment 

 Video recording 
 Putting information onto the parish website 

OCCASIONAL OFFICE SUPPORT 
Occasionally there is a need for some basic support in 
the parish office, for example when there are large 
amounts of folding, stapling, labelling, laminating.  
Keeping the porch tidy and the noticeboards up to 
date.  If you think you could spare a little time when 
there is a need, please contact the office - Tea, coffee 
and biscuits are always on offer! 

 

QUIZ CORNER (Answers at bottom of p 5) 
1.   Where am I? 

2. Who am I? In the Orthodox tradition, I am known as the ‘First Called’, a Greek 
name rather than Hebrew or Aramaic. I preached in many places ranging from the 
black Sea, Ukraine, Romania, Russia, and Scythia. Both my brother and I were 
crucified. My crucifixion was on an X-shaped cross, or "saltire" 

3.  What am I? I am known in Syriac as Mar Saba- and I am a Greek Orthodox 
monastery within the Bethlehem Governorate of the West Bank. 

4.  Who said? “Between optimism and pessimism, there is confidence in God.” 
 

 

mailto:admin@citylife.org.uk
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FROM NEXT WEEKEND, 5TH DECEMBER, THE CHURCH WILL BE OPEN AGAIN for 
Mass on Tuesdays and at the weekend.  The usual booking system will need to 
remain in place and an updated letter with information on booking is included with 
the newsletter circulation this week. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS BOOKING 
Please note that we will be taking bookings for Christmas separately to the regular 
Masses.  Circulated with the newsletter is our Advent Services leaflet.  On the back 
you will find information about booking to come to Mass over Christmas. 

 

 

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS AND ADVENT 
 - From the Parish Council and Liturgy Group 
Calling our musicians, singers, family choirs 

and orchestras……. 

There is still an opportunity to help us put together a Christmas Carol Service 
to make available on our Youtube channel this Christmas. 
 
Are you are a musician, singer or can get together as a family choir/orchestra 
to record some music, or if you are an expert in editing, scripting etc please contact the office before 22nd 
November?  Are any of our musical or broadcasting university students coming home for Christmas and 
could help us?  This is an opportunity for anyone in our community, not just our usual choir members. 
 
Also any families who can help us produce a scene from the nativity which we can ‘knit together’. If the 
post lock down restrictions enable us to record in the church we can try that the week of December 5th-
13th  
You must be happy that your offering will be broadcast and we shall do our best to avoiding breaching 
broadcasting laws. 
 

Please contact the parish if you would be willing to help - Thank you! 
 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 
Bishops Weekly Newsletter – E NEWS 
Latest round up of news from the Bishop and around the Diocese.  Lots 
of interesting notices, articles, reflections, online events, and videos and 
other opportunities both locally and further afar.  Click on the logo for 
access. 
 

 

The Advent Project 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/advent-project  
Bishop Philip has presented a suggested Advent Project for everyone around the diocese to 
join in with which is outlined in this booklet (click to view).  The booklet includes his Advent 
message to the diocese, a weekly prayer guide, some history of the advent wreath and full 
instructions on how to make your own.  You can even view a full explanation and 
demonstration from the Bishop at the following link!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4y6SGvSD3jg&feature=emb_logo 

 

 

 

https://6420d1cc-a7ba-4039-90dd-e961eab088ca.filesusr.com/ugd/c88f46_a92ad464e2aa4978a43d1528aade6fc9.pdf
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/advent-project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4y6SGvSD3jg&feature=emb_logo
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue299?e=34c55ac6ce
https://6420d1cc-a7ba-4039-90dd-e961eab088ca.filesusr.com/ugd/c88f46_a92ad464e2aa4978a43d1528aade6fc9.pdf
https://6420d1cc-a7ba-4039-90dd-e961eab088ca.filesusr.com/ugd/c88f46_a92ad464e2aa4978a43d1528aade6fc9.pdf
https://6420d1cc-a7ba-4039-90dd-e961eab088ca.filesusr.com/ugd/c88f46_a92ad464e2aa4978a43d1528aade6fc9.pdf
https://6420d1cc-a7ba-4039-90dd-e961eab088ca.filesusr.com/ugd/c88f46_a92ad464e2aa4978a43d1528aade6fc9.pdf
https://6420d1cc-a7ba-4039-90dd-e961eab088ca.filesusr.com/ugd/c88f46_a92ad464e2aa4978a43d1528aade6fc9.pdf
https://6420d1cc-a7ba-4039-90dd-e961eab088ca.filesusr.com/ugd/c88f46_a92ad464e2aa4978a43d1528aade6fc9.pdf
https://6420d1cc-a7ba-4039-90dd-e961eab088ca.filesusr.com/ugd/c88f46_a92ad464e2aa4978a43d1528aade6fc9.pdf
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CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ NEWS can be found at: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/ 
 
CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS FROM AROUND THE UK free online: http://www.churchpaper.co.uk 

 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL HELP AND SUPPORT 
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid19/i-need-help.aspx 
 
and CITY CORONAVIRUS UPDATE FOR THIS WEEK 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2ad7937 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  Don’t forget you can access many resources on the parish website by going to this link.  
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downloads   Go to documents/resources. 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS SUPPORTING CHARITIES: 
If you are starting to think about Christmas cards and gifts you may be interested in some of the following: 
 

Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) 

www.acnuk.org/giftsoffaith   Select gifts for your family & friends to change lives this Christmas, from hot 
meals to trauma counselling, support for widows and orphans to transport for a priest or sister. 
 

CAFOD 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/?utm_source=staffemailfooter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Worl
d-Gifts-2020   World Gifts are a range of virtual charity gifts for friends and family, which help transform the 
lives of families living in poverty 
 

Pax Christi 

https://paxchristi.org.uk/shop/   Christmas cards and small gifts to support the work of Pax Christi 
 

MORE CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
If you are looking for Catholic resources and literature as Christmas gifts the following link to CTS Christmas 
Gifts might be of interest: 
http://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/526410361/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3ef
af0cc7f177746e10ee 

 

 
And, as it’s Advent……… a little more on the History of the Advent Wreath…..click 
the picture to find out more! 
 
Don’t forget to have a look at the Diocesan Advent project mentioned above! 
 
 

 

 

DO PLEASE SHARE A COPY OF THIS NEWSLETTER with other parishioners who may not have access to the 
internet.  If anyone without internet access would like a copy sent to them each week while we do not have 
regular access to the church, please let the parish office know. 
 

 
QUIZ ANSWERS: (1) Statue of Jesus Christ in Świebodzin, Poland (2) St Andrew the Apostle (3) The Holy Lavra of Saint Sabbas- overlooking the 

Kidron Valley at a point halfway between the Old City of Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. (4) St Edmund Campion 

 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/
http://www.churchpaper.co.uk/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid19/i-need-help.aspx
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2ad7937
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downloads
http://www.acnuk.org/giftsoffaith
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/?utm_source=staffemailfooter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=World-Gifts-2020
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/?utm_source=staffemailfooter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=World-Gifts-2020
https://paxchristi.org.uk/shop/
http://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/526410361/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f177746e10ee
http://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/526410361/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f177746e10ee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_the_King_(%C5%9Awiebodzin)
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-history-of-the-advent-wreath.html

