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13th December 2020 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR B 
‘I baptise with water, but there stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; and I 

am not fit to undo his sandal strap’’ 

(John 1:26-27) 

Immaculate Conception Church 

Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  

Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Enquiries re the Sacraments: 

please make an appointment by email. 

Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 
 

 BOOKING TO ATTEND Mass 

PLEASE NOTE due to current government guidelines, available capacity in the church is limited to 

40 persons / 14 households except Saturday when it is 24.  

Therefore, it is adviseable to book to attend – details at end of this newsletter and on our website 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 

Mass 

Times 

 

Mass details & 

intentions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1st Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2,1--11 

Psalm:  Luke 1:46-50,63-54 

2nd Reading: 1 Thess 5:16-24 

Gospel: John 1:6-8,19-28 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5s
98phv739c7ymy/Children%27s
%20Liturgy%20Video%2013.12.
20.mp4?dl=0 

 

Sat 12 Dec Of the 2nd Week of Advent 

(for 3rd Sunday of Advent)  

10.00 am 
(Recorded) 

†James & Betty 

Oliver RIP 

 

 

Sun 13 Dec 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sunday Mass available from 

10 am on: 

Youtube, Face-book & 

the Parish Website 

*Saturday Mass is recorded 

for Sunday 

 

10.00 am 

 

†Bill Chandler RIP 

 

5.30 pm 

 

†Francis Mulenga 

RIP 

Mon 14 Dec of the 3rd Week of Advent - 

 

No Mass 

Tues 15 Dec  of the 3rd Week of Advent 10.00 am †Cecelia Wiggins 

RIP 

Wed 16 Dec of the 3rd Week of Advent - 

 

No Mass 

Thurs 17 Dec  Liturgy of the Day - 

 

No Mass 

Fri 87 Dec Liturgy of the Day - 

 

No Mass 

*Sat 19 Dec Liturgy of the Day 

(for 4th Sunday of Advent 

10.00 am 
(Recorded) 

†Eileen Fallon RIP 

 

Sun 20 Dec 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

10.00 am †Alfred Rosario RIP 

5.30 pm †Audrey Campbell 

RIP 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things and I 

passionately desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come 

spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You now and forever. Amen 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 

Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 

Sort Code: 30-93-04 Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference e.g: 

ERF = Emergency Relief Fund, 

GEN = General Fund (offertory collection), followed 

by your gift aid number if you donate in this way. 

Contacting the parish …….. 

The Parish Office is closed during lockdown until 2nd 

December.  The parish secretary will still be working 

between home and the parish, so e mails will continue 

to be responded to.  Please use e mail where possible 

to contact the parish unless you have an urgent 

matter and need to speak to Fr Antony.  Many thanks. 
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My dear Friends: 

 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

to heal the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and release to the prisoners, 

to announce a year of favour from the LORD 

and a day of vindication by our God. 

  

The words of the prophet Isaiah are certainly filled with hope, love and a quest for justice. 

Today is the third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete/Rejoice Sunday! Let me, once again, remind you 

about the symbolism of the Advent candles which we are asked to make living and vibrant 

realities within our hearts and world! The first one, Prophet’s Candle (symbol of Hope); the 

second, the Bethlehem Candle (symbol of Faith); the third, today, the Shepherd Candle (symbol 

of Joy); and next Sunday’s, the Angel Candle, (symbol of Peace).   Gaudete is not an invitation. It 

is a command…with its source in God’s unconditional love for us.   

  

The words in today’s Scriptures do not just address the people in Jesus’ time. These same words 

are addressed to you and me in this present age! Do you remember that beautiful Hebrew 

word, Hesed (gentle Mercy)? God is telling us that whatever suffering, pain oppression and 

woundedness we see in our world, we can change it! We can transform it! How?   

  

He anointed us in baptismal priesthood; He anointed us as his prophets to read the signs of the 

times and respond to their challenges with love, peace, justice, compassion and healing. He 

called us to be his people who would be recognised, not just by symbols worn around our necks, 

but the loving and healing words flowing from our mouths, and the presence of God in our 

actions. He has clothed us in his mantle of justice. Therefore, our challenge is to 

truly Rejoice, as we strive in the divine quest to breathe life into theses symbolic candles 

and become that Hope, Faith, Joy, Peace and Light which they symbolise.   

  

Like the bamboo flutes, each one of us is raised and kissed by the lips of God. He is the life-

giving breath which passes through us and creates the joyful ministries of our lives.  With our 

compassion and outreach, we can ease the struggle and pain of the dispossessed and those in 

need. By allowing God’s hessed/tender mercy to flow into our words and actions, with a phone 

call, a word of encouragement, and a smile of reassurance, we can break through the walls 

which imprison so many in COVID isolation and loneliness.   

  

The multitudes who have lost their families, homes, livelihoods, 

cultures and traditions because of war, the God of Love, Justice 

and Peace will work through us to address those who have been 

marginalised, oppressed and exploited. On this, Gaudete 

Sunday, the Lord is telling us to Rejoice because whatever we do 

in his name, for the ‘Greater Glory of God’, will succeed.  

  

   Remember me as Loving you,  

  

    Fr. Antony  
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SECOND COLLECTIONS 
 
THIS SUNDAY, 13th December – Life Group  

This collection supports Life’s pregnancy care services for women facing crises and unexpected 
pregnancies.  They also work with schools and colleges to promote care and respect for 
human life.  There will be collection buckets as you leave the church or you can make a 
donation on line at www.lifecharity.org.uk/donate/ 
 

 
NEXT SUNDAY, 20th December – No collection 
 

 
 

 
CHURCH NOW OPEN AGAIN for Mass on Tuesdays and at the weekend.  The usual 
booking system will need to remain in place and an updated details of how to book 
can be found on the last page of this newsletter. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS BOOKING 
Please note that we will be taking bookings for Christmas separately to the regular 
Masses.  Circulated with the newsletter is our Advent Services leaflet.  On the back 
you will find information about booking to come to Mass over Christmas. 

 

 
 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS WITH FR ANTONY 
Wednesday 16th December, 7.30 pm 

Join Fr Antony for this third and final evening to reflect on Advent as 
‘A time for Harmony’ 

You can come to the church (no need to book, just turn up), or if you prefer you can join on Zoom – at the 
following link: 

https://zoom.us/j/94089600202?pwd=bHk0N1RYb3o3MjN5T3JrNjcyaXgzQT09 
Meeting ID: 940 8960 0202           Passcode: 621452 

 

 
 

A SPECIAL GUEST! 
Sunday 20th December, from 2 pm – 4.30 pm on Zoom! 

This year we have a very famous visitor to the church – St Nicholas (aka Father 
Christmas), who will be waiting behind his laptop screen with a special message  
 for all good children.  You can have a quick chat to ask him anything  
 you’ve  always wanted to know about St Nicholas and perhaps even let 
    him know what you would like for Christmas! 
  If you would like to Zoom in on St Nicholas, you need to book 
   your time by e mailing icmassbookings@gmail.com, 
     referring to St Nicholas in the title and letting us know your name.  We will e mail 
   you back with a time and a zoom link address to visit on the day. 
 

 
 

http://www.lifecharity.org.uk/donate/
https://zoom.us/j/94089600202?pwd=bHk0N1RYb3o3MjN5T3JrNjcyaXgzQT09
mailto:icmassbookings@gmail.com
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ST GEORGE CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 

Every year St George Catholic College put together a Carol 
Service which is held at Immaculate Conception.  This year sadly, 
the current coronavirus situation has made this impossible.  
However, in its place they have put together a series of readings 
by students and carols from a number of their college choir, to 
bring the message of spirit of Christmas to all.  It is available to 
watch from the home page of the school website or by clicking 
on the picture here.  The school is in our parish and many of our young parishioners are pupils there so 
please do have a watch. 
 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 
Bishops Weekly Newsletter – E NEWS 
Latest round up of news from the Bishop and around the Diocese.  Lots 
of interesting notices, articles, reflections, online events, and videos and 
other opportunities both locally and further afar.  Click on the logo for 
access. 
 

 
Diocesan development of long term plans and priorities 
The Bishop is considering the long terms plans and priorities for this diocese and would like to understand 
more about what the people and parishioners of our Diocese consider is important as we journey in faith 
together.  An online questionnaire has been produced and will be available to respond to until early in the 
new year.  It will take between 10-20 minutes of your time.  The views and 
thoughts from people who no longer come to church is also important to us so 
please do encourage those you think might want to have a say to also complete 
as much of the questionnaire as is relevant to them. The results will be 
published in the Spring.  The questionnaire is accessible this link  
There is a paper version for those unable to access the digital version: leave a 
message with name and address for Chris Smith, Director of Communications on 02394 216496.  
 

 
 

 
ART FOR ADVENT 
A Talk given by Dr Antonia Whitley 
As we enter into Advent and seek to prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Jesus at Christmas, Antonia an experienced art historian, lecturer and 
parishioner, has given a talk on religious art focusing on paintings of the 
Annunciation and the Nativity. If you would like to join us on Zoom in listening 
to a recording of this presentation on Tuesday 22nd December at 7.45 pm, 
please register your interest by emailing: 
formation@stpeterswinchester.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:formation@stpeterswinchester.org.uk
https://www.stgcc.co.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=122
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue301?e=34c55ac6ce
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2XRKQDS
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QUIZ CORNER (Answers at bottom of p 6) 
1. Where am I? I am the Birthplace of King Herod – an ancient Kingdom in Transjordan 
2. Who am I? I am the wise man/magi who came from Persia 
3. What am I? I am a perfume put on dead bodies- one of the gifts of the magi 
4. Who said? Silence is God's first language. 

 
 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ NEWS can be found at: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/ 
 
CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS FROM AROUND THE UK free online: http://www.churchpaper.co.uk 

 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL HELP AND SUPPORT 
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid19/i-need-help.aspx 
 
and CITY CORONAVIRUS UPDATE FOR THIS 
WEEKhttps://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2af5456 

 
PARISH WEBSITE:  Don’t forget you can access many resources on the parish website by going to this link.  
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downloads   Go to documents/resources. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS SUPPORTING CHARITIES: 
If you are starting to think about Christmas cards and gifts you may be interested in some of the following: 
 

Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) 

www.acnuk.org/giftsoffaith   Select gifts for your family & friends to change lives this Christmas, from hot 
meals to trauma counselling, support for widows and orphans to transport for a priest or sister. 
 

CAFOD 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/?utm_source=staffemailfooter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Worl
d-Gifts-2020   World Gifts are a range of virtual charity gifts for friends and family, which help transform the 
lives of families living in poverty 
 

Pax Christi 

https://paxchristi.org.uk/shop/   Christmas cards and small gifts to support the work of Pax Christi 
 

 

MORE CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
If you are looking for Catholic resources and literature as Christmas gifts the following link to CTS Christmas 
Gifts might be of interest: 
http://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/526410361/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3ef
af0cc7f177746e10ee 

 

 

CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS – THE UNIVERSE & CATHOLIC TIMES 
If you would like to receive either of these Catholic newspapers, you can sign up on line to order them to be 
posted direct to your home each week.  Currently they are running a special offer of £22 for a 3 month 
subscription or £80 for 12 months.  If you would like to order these you can either visit 
www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 0161 820 5722. 

 

 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/
http://www.churchpaper.co.uk/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid19/i-need-help.aspx
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downloads
http://www.acnuk.org/giftsoffaith
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/?utm_source=staffemailfooter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=World-Gifts-2020
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/?utm_source=staffemailfooter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=World-Gifts-2020
https://paxchristi.org.uk/shop/
http://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/526410361/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f177746e10ee
http://go.pardot.com/webmail/520051/526410361/7c7dcf1f1ddddf0a0b4c9a6162e2b324e7190d173ae3efaf0cc7f177746e10ee
http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/
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TO MAKE A BOOKING TO COME TO MASS: 
 

 Send an email request to this email  icmassbookings@gmail.com   and state:  

- Your name and address.  

- The total number in your household /bubble coming to Mass (let us know if there are under 10s).  

- The preference for the day of the week, and mass time you wish to attend. (If you can give a second 
choice that will help if there are too many requests for one Mass time).  

- Whether there is a special circumstance (e.g. wheelchair access, working hours)   

 Or telephone 0800 2461372 and leave a message. We provide this option for those who have no access 
to the internet. If you have internet access, please email us.   

 
Your booking should be made before 12 noon of the Friday before the Mass you wish to attend.  With the 
exception of Saturday it is possible to turn up without booking.  You will need to arrive at least 10 minutes 
before Mass starts and speak to one of the stewards in the church porch who will do their best to 
accommodate you but please do be prepared that there may not be a space. 
 
PLEASE BOOK YOUR ATTENDANCE AT CHRISTMASS MASSES BY FRIDAY 18TH 
DECEMBER.  See ‘Advent & Christmas Services leaflet for booking details.  Click here 
 
We have put in place some, now well established, firm procedures in the church to 
protect everyone as far as possible from Covid-19 so that everyone can feel safe.  Full 
details of these were sent out with last week’s newsletter and are also available on 
the parish website and in the church porch.  If you require these details to be sent out 
to you again, please contact the parish office. 
 

 

 

DO PLEASE SHARE A COPY OF THIS NEWSLETTER with other parishioners who may not have access to the 
internet.  If anyone without internet access would like a copy sent to them each week while we do not have 
regular access to the church, please let the parish office know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
QUIZ ANSWERS: (1) Edom (2) Melchior (3) Myrrh (4) St John of the Cross 

 

mailto:icmassbookings@gmail.com
https://80dab94a-5d6a-4379-887c-6d10f2ff8934.filesusr.com/ugd/eecb38_cab4c1a4f3c242b59c7c5b3b784e9efb.pdf

