
SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Apocalypse 11:19, 12:1-
6,10 
Psalm: 44:10-12,16 
2nd Reading: 
Corinthians 15:20-26 
Gospel:  Luke 1:39-56 

15th AUGUST 2021 
ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

“Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” 
Luke:  1:45 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Vacant position 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: Saturdays, 10.30 am (after Mass) 
Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 
 

Sun 15 Aug ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

The Adam Family 
- 

Mon 16 Aug St Stephen - No Mass 

Tues 17 Aug Feria 10.00 am No Mass 

Wed 18 Aug Feria 10.00 am No Mass 

Thurs 19 Aug St John Eudes 10.00 am No Mass 

Fri 20 Aug St Bernard 10.00 am Holy Souls 

Sat 21 Aug St Pius X 10.00 am †John Laurent RIP 

Sun 22 Aug TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

- 
- 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 

all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever. 
Amen 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:– 
TODAY, SUNDAY 15TH AUGUST – No Second collection 

NEXT SUNDAY 22ND AUGUST  - No second collection  
The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by 
your gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

 

A very special blessing to the parish on our Feast Day of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  May she continue to 
guard and protect our church and all who form our parish 
community. 

With Love, peace and blessings 
Fr Antony 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS NEXT WEEK:  Tuesday & Wednesday 9.30 am – 4.30 pm 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


 
 

A Reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel 
The Assumption of the Mother of God 

 
 “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour for he has 
looked with favour on his lowly servant. From 
this day all generations will call me blessed: 
the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his Name.”  Luke 1:46–49 
 

Today we celebrate one of seventeen different 
memorials, feasts and solemnities in honour of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary that are found on the 
Roman Liturgical Calendar. Today’s celebration is 
one of the four great Solemnities by which our 
Blessed Mother is honoured. Obviously, no other 
person other than our Lord is honoured and 
celebrated with as much solemnity as the Mother 
of God. 
 
The Solemnity of the Assumption honours the 
fact that when the Blessed Virgin Mary completed 
her life on earth, she never experienced death. 
Instead, at that glorious moment, she was singly 
privileged to be taken body and soul into Heaven 
to be with her resurrected Son so as to adore the 
Most Holy Trinity forever. It’s an amazing fact to 
consider that she is the only person, other than 
Jesus, who retains her body and soul, united as 
one in Heaven, in anticipation of that glorious day 
when the new Heavens and Earth will be created 
and when all the faithful will rise so as to live in a 
new bodily form forever with God. 
 
Though this dogma of our faith had been held and 
believed by the faithful from the earliest times of 
our Church, especially since it was witnessed by 
those closest to our Blessed Mother at the time of 
her glorious Assumption, it wasn’t until November 
1, 1950, that Pope Pius XII solemnly proclaimed it 
to be so, raising this teaching of our faith to the 
level of a dogma, meaning, it must be held and 
believed by all. In part, the Holy Father declared, 
“…we pronounce, declare, and define it to be a 
divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate 
Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having 
completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” 
 
This Dogma of the Assumption reveals to us many 
things worth prayerfully pondering. First and 
foremost, Mary’s Assumption was a result of her 
Immaculate Conception and the fact that she 

remained sinless throughout her life. That Dogma 
was also believed throughout the centuries and 
was solemnly defined by Pope Pius IX in 1854. The 
Assumption follows from the Immaculate 
Conception because death follows from sin. It 
was not the original plan of God that we 
experience the death of our bodies and the 
separation of our bodies and souls. Again, this is a 
consequence of sin. But since the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was preserved from all sin from the moment 
of her conception by the future grace won by her 
Son on the Cross, and because she freely 
remained free from sin throughout her life by her 
ongoing cooperation with that grace, then she 
not only did not experience death, she could not. 
Death had no power over one who was without 
sin. 
 
The Gospel passage quoted above comes from 
the beginning of Mary’s song of praise, 
her Magnificat, by which she not only gives the 
greatest glory to God but also reveals who she is. 
She is the one whom “all generations” will call 
“blessed.” She is the one for whom “the Almighty 
has done great things.” She is the one who will 
eternally proclaim “the greatness of the Lord” 
and whose spirit will forever rejoice in God her 
Saviour. And she is that lowliest of servants whom 
God has raised up to the greatest glory. 
Reflect, today, with the whole Church, upon the 
Most Glorious Ever-Virgin Mary who was 
conceived without sin, remained sinless 
throughout her life, never experienced death, and 
was taken body and soul into Heaven where she 
now adores the Most Holy Trinity and intercedes 
for you and for the whole Church. This is a 
Solemnity of great rejoicing! Share in this joy with 
the whole Church and with all the saints in 
Heaven! 

A reflection for 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
My Catholic Life (www.mycatholic.life) 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue332?e=34c55ac
6ce 
 
CONFIRMATION 
A final call for young people who would like to be 
confirmed.  We are hoping to start a confirmation 
programme for any young people in the parish over the 
age of 14 starting within the next few weeks.  If you are 
interested, please write a short letter to Fr Antony by 
the end of August, explaining briefly why you would like 
to be confirmed and send it/email it to the parish office. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%201.46%E2%80%9349
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue332?e=34c55ac6ce
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue332?e=34c55ac6ce


 

 
TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASS 

Resuming this weekend every Saturday and 
Sunday after the 10 am Mass, to take place 
outside for now, weather permitting in the 
presbytery garden. 
Please do come and join us for a short time 
after these Masses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH PICNIC 
On the bank holiday weekend, Sunday 29th 

August 2021, After the 10 am Mass.  Weather 
permitting, in the Presbytery Garden.  Bring 
your own picnic.  Refreshments provided. 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING EASING OF 
COVID GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING Mass 

 No requirement to book to come to any 
Mass 

 If you have special circumstances and 
need a particular seat, please contact the 
parish office so that we can reserve one 
for you. 

 Weekday Masses all open as usual for 
anyone to attend 

 As we come into the church we are 
continuing to: 

 Wear face coverings 

 Sanitize hands 

 Sign in using the QR Code or the signing 
in book at the door 

 Refrain from using the kneelers for the 
time being 

 Please find a seat, leaving the aisle seats 
free and one seat between yourself and 
other households. 

NB:  If you would be more comfortable with 
additional space around you, please pick up ‘seat 
space’ cards on your way in to put on the seats 
next to you.  Alternatively the Saturday Mass is 
being provided as a Sunday Mass for those who 
would still prefer a more socially distanced 
option with 2 seats distance 

 
SOUTHAMPTON STREET PASTORS are now doing 
46 monthly Patrols in our city - some in daytime, 
some outside schools, some around our local 
communities and we are supporting Street 
People, drug addicts and many other vulnerable 
people.   In the last 12 months we have prayed 
with over 250 people, referred 23 safeguarding 
concerns to the Adult Services and helped 76 
people with mental health problems, as well as 
distributing food, clothing, First Aid and 
protecting females from predatory males.  
PLEASE COME AND JOIN US...(all Christians of the 
city)....the next Training starts on Friday October 
8th. If interested you can also come on an 
OBSERVATION PATROL. 
CONTACT: office@southamptonstreetpastors.org 
OR Steve 07540229973 OR see the website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


