
NEXT SUNDAY’S 
READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Exodus 16:2-4,12-15 
Psalm: 77:3-4,23-25,54 
2nd Reading: 
Ephesians 4:17,20-24 
Gospel:  John 6:24-35 

 

25th JULY & 1st AUGUST 2021 
17TH & 18TH SUNDAYS IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B 
“Jesus gave out as much as was wanted to all who were sitting ready.” 

Mark: 6:1-15 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Vacant position 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: Saturdays, 10.30 AM (after Mass) 
Hall Bookings are not being taken at present . 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 

 

Sun 25 July SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

†Arthur Maxfield 
†Clementina Adebayo RIP 

Mon 26 July Ss Joachim & Anne - No Mass 

Tues 27 July Feria 10.00 am †Margaret Daly RIP 

Wed 28 July Feria 10.00 am Holy Souls 

Thurs 29 July St Martha 10.00 am - 

Fri 30 July St Peter Chrysologus 10.00 am A special intention 

Sat 31 July St Ignatious of Loyola 10.00 am Veronica’s Intention 

Sun 01 Aug EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

†Ted Andrews RIP 
†Constancio Botelho RIP 

Mon 02 Aug St Eusebius of Vercelli - No Mass 

Tues 03 Aug Feria 10.00 am †Kenneth Webb RIP 

Wed 04 Aug St John Vianney 10.00 am †Margaret Gallagher RIP 

Thurs 05 Aug Dedication of the Basilica of 
St Mary Major, Rome 

 
10.30 am 

No Mass 
Funeral of Doreen Gilbert RIP 

Fri 06 Aug Feast of The Transfiguration 
of the Lord 

10.00 am Holy Souls 

Sat 07 Aug St Sixtus II 10.00 am - 

Sun 08 Aug NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

†Audrey Reid RIP 
†Januairo Monteiro RIP 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever. 
 Amen 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:– 
TODAY, SUNDAY 25th JULY – No Second collection 

NEXT SUNDAY 1st AUGUST  - No second collection  
SUNDAY 8TH AUGUST – No second collection 

The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by 
your gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY MASS BOOKING  NO LONGER REQUIRED. 
See separate information sheet for our current Covid safety precautions. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  Parish Office closed until Wednesday 4th August for Annual Leave. 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Kings 4:42-44 
Psalm: 144:10-11,15-18 
2nd Reading: 
Ephesians 4:1-6 
Gospel:  John 6:1-15 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


 
A Reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel 

Facing the “Impossible?” 
 

 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 
fish; but what good are these for so many?” Jesus said, 
“Have the people recline.”  John 6:9–10a 
 
Have you ever been faced with what seems to be an 
“impossible situation?”  Jesus was, but He proved He 
could overcome any apparent obstacle He wanted 
to.  Sure, He is God, but the fact remains that He can do 
all things He wills.  And He can do so in our lives, too! 
This passage above reveals His confidence in His ability to 
feed many thousands with only five loaves and two 
fish.  Humanly speaking, this is not possible, but divinely 
speaking, it’s easy. 
 
Jesus’ miracle speaks to His commitment to “feed us” in 
every way.  Yes, this was a feeding with food, but it’s 
symbolic of Him being able and willing to feed our souls 
with His grace to face whatever hardship or challenge life 
throws at us.  His grace is enough! 
 
The problem is often twofold.  First, we face some 
challenge in our lives, and we see it as something we do 
not know how to overcome.  This can lead to despair and 
disillusionment.  But when this happens, we must reflect 
upon miracles like this one and realize that all things are 
possible for God. 
plan to fruition.  For our part, we must seek that plan, 
surrender to it and have faith in His perfect love, mercy, 
power and love.   
 
The second problem we often face is the ability to 
distinguish between God’s will and our own limited 
ideas.  Too often we come up with our own ideas of what 
we think is good and right, and we start praying for 
that.  But what if God’s idea and will is much different 
and, of course, much greater?!  What if God has a plan 
that we never could have come up with on our own?  The 
truth is that He does have a far more perfect plan for our 
lives than we could ever dream up.  He knows what is 
best for us, and He can bring that  
 
Reflect, today, on your future.  What is it that seems to 
worry you the most?  What is it that seems to fill you with 
anxiety?  God has a perfect plan for that situation.  Your 
job is to seek out that plan and trust it will be brought to 
fruition. 
 
“Lord, I know You can do all things and that You will the 
good in all things.  Help me to turn and to surrender to 
Your perfect divine will.  As I surrender to it, help me to 
have perfect faith that You will bring Your will to 
fruition.  Jesus, I trust in You.” 
 

A reflection for 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
My Catholic Life (www.mycatholic.life) 

LATEST COVID SAFETY GUIDELINES  
Please note that we have revised our Covid safety 
guidelines following the end of the legal restrictions on 
19th July, but we are continuing to follow Government 
‘advice’ to be cautious.  For full details please refer to 
the e mail which will be sent out this week or pick up a 
leaflet in the church porch on your way in to Mass. 
 
From now on there will be no requirement to book to 
come to weekend Mass and weekday Masses open to 
all to attend will be held Tuesday to Friday as usual.  
There will be welcomers and ushers at the weekend 
Masses but at weekday Masses we would ask that you 
sign yourself in at the door and after Mass, sanitise your 
own seat. 
 
Note that the Saturday 10 am Mass will be 
celebrated as a Sunday Vigil Mass to allow the 
opportunity for more people to attend a ‘Sunday’ 
Mass. 
 
We hope that you will be able join us for either or 
both of the events listed below as we begin to pick 
up a more normal parish life once more, re 
establishing our strong faith community and our 
links with each other again. 
 

 TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASS THIS SATURDAY! 
24th JULY.  Weather permitting we will be serving 
tea and coffee in the garden to the side of the 
church on Saturday after the 10 am Mass. 

 

 BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC AFTER 10 AM MASS 
NEXT SUNDAY!  1ST AUGUST.  Again, weather 
permitting, we will be holding a parish picnic in 
the garden to the side of the church.  Tea, coffee 
and squash will be provided. 

 
BAPTISMS 

Being baptised in the church next 
Saturday 31st July: 
Nelly O’Mahoney, daughter of Rory 
O’Mahony & Carley Hartup 
Perry-Sue Stanley, daughter of Harry 
Solomon and Michaela Corrigan 

We pray for them and their families on this 
important occasion in their faith journeys. 
 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue329?e=34c55ac6c
e 
 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON
/bulletins/2e868c2 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%206.9%E2%80%9310a
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue329?e=34c55ac6ce
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue329?e=34c55ac6ce
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2e868c2
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/bulletins/2e868c2


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
VERONICA! 

Next week Veronica White 
celebrates her 90th 

birthday.  Veronica has been a parishioner at 
Immaculate Conception since before the building of the 
church previous to our current one!  Over the years 
Veronica has given a huge amount of her time and 
efforts to the life of the parish and has been very 
generous in a variety of different ways for which we are 
very grateful.  Thank you Veronica for the following 
interesting short piece about your life in the parish: 

 

My faith journey began when I was baptized at St 

Edmunds Church when I was 3 days old.  The 

Immaculate Conception Church at that time, 1931, 

was still a parish of ease, served from St Edmunds, 

with Mass only on a Sunday. 

 

Soon after that The Immaculate Conception did 

become a parish, and the first parish priest, Fr 

Lindsay, lived in a flat in Grosvenor Road.  The 

presbytery was built in 1938. 

 

My early church going was with my father.  When I 

was around 3, he took me to Benediction on a 

Sunday afternoon.  All the singing was of course in 

latin, and I thought they were just making it up as 

they went along.  Mass going started when I was 

about 4. My mother and I came to 10 am Mass, sat 

towards the back. My mother came armed with a 

large bag of Dolly Mixtures. 

 

I can still smell the old tin church.  With a tin roof 

it was scorching hot in summer; in winter, gas fires 

let out some venomous fumes.  As a result, people 

often fainted; they were fasting remember from 

midnight. I thought it was all par for the course. 

 

Fundraising was in full swing for a new church and 

there were fetes and sales of work on the spare 

land. Corpus Christi processions took place at St 

Mary’s College.  I looked with envy at the children 

scattering the rose petals. 

 

Apart from the later war years when we evacuated 

to Bournemouth, I have lived out my faith journey 

nurtured by the priests and community of The 

Immaculate Conception.   

 

I look back now, as I approach my 90th birthday, 

with enormous gratitude for all the privileges I 

have received through the parish. 

 

Veronica White 

FANNING THE FLAME SUMMER CAMP FOR YOUNG 
PEOPLE 
16-20 August 
St Cassians Retreat Centre, Kintbury 
There are still some places available for this years 
Fanning the Flame Summer Camp for 12-18 year olds, 
this year being held at Kintbury.  For further 
information and to register for a place please visit 
www.fanningtheflame.co.uk 
There are also leaflets available in the church porch. 

 
A PRAYER REQUEST 
Last week a child, Julia, in year 3 at Springhill school 
was out running with her Dad when a tree fell onto 
her.  She is seriously ill in hospital.  Unfortunately she 
has had her leg amputated but is unaware at the 
moment. Please could we ask for your prayers for 
her.  A ‘go fund me’ page has been set up at the 
following link to provide some support to the family.  
Any donations you can give would be very gratefully 
received. 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/springhill
catholicprimaryschool-3cr2021?utm_term=qkYwk7jvX 
 
TWO WEEK NEWSLETTER 
Please note that this is a two week newsletter as I am 
on holiday next week.  I will be back in the offfice on 
Wednesday 4th August.  If you have an urgent matter, 
please contact Fr Antony but otherwise, send an e mail 
to the parish office or telephone me on 4th August. 
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