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(from Salford Diocese ) 

Quiz:1 

1. What is the name of the wooden staff used by a Shepherd to guide the sheep and 
keep them from harm?  
(The length of this staff gives the Shepherd ‘an extra- long arm’ to reach the sheep- it is also a useful 
walking stick for uneven ground).  

2. The Bishop has a staff likes this reminding us that he cares for us like a Shepherd. 
What is it called? 

3. What is the name of a baby/young sheep?  Who is the ‘Lamb of God’ in the Bible? 
4. Which wild animals try to find lost sheep to eat them? 

May is the Month of Our Lady and we traditionally make an extra effort to say 
‘Mary’s prayers. One such prayer is of course the Hail Mary. Two special prayers are 
the Rosary (more on this next week) and the Angelus. 

The Angelus 

The word ‘angelus’ simply means ‘angel’ or ‘messenger’. The whole story of our salvation 
begins with the arrival in Nazareth of God’s messenger, Gabriel. He seeks out a young 
woman, Mary, and invites her to become the mother of Jesus, a name that actually means 
‘the one who saves’. Mary says ‘yes’ to the angel, ‘Let it be done unto me according to your 
word.’ Everything changed for us in that instant. 

 
1 (1) Crook (2) crozier, (3) lamb, Jesus  (4) wolf, wild dogs, bears, large cats like leopards, eagles  (in the old 
days, shepherds also carried a ‘rod’ to ‘beat off’ any animals hunting  the sheep. That is why, at night, 
shepherds may round up the sheep and place them somewhere safe like a sheep pen. If there is no safe 
shelter for the sheep, the shepherds need to sleep in the open with the sheep.- That’s why the shepherds 
were in the fields ‘keeping watch’ on the night that Jesus was born. 
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Jesus came to be born of Mary through the Holy Spirit. As the Angelus prayer says, he 
became flesh and lived amongst us. What this means is that he became one of us, our 
brother. And so Mary becomes our mother in a spiritual sense and we pray to her to take 
care of us as any mother would, except that, as the Mother of God, her prayers for us are 
very powerful. And the Angelus ends with the prayer that by the birth of Jesus we may ’be 
brought to the glory of his resurrection.’ 

V The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,  R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.   
 Hail Mary…. 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.   R. Be it done unto me according to Your Word.  
Hail Mary…. 

V. And the Word was made flesh,   R. And dwelt among us. Hail Mary…. 
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.   R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of 
Christ :     Hail Mary…. 

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, Your Grace into our hearts; 
that as we have known the incarnation of Christ, 

your Son by the message of an angel, 
so by His passion and cross 

we may be brought to the glory of His Resurrection. 
Through the same Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 

 


