
12 April 2020 
EASTER SUNDAY 

“Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the dead” 
(John 20:9) 

 
l”  (Mark 9:35) 

Sun 12 Apr EASTER SUNDAY  of the 
resurrection of the Lord 

10.30 am 
Ernest Fatorma Blango RIP 

Mon 13 Apr within octave of Easter - 
Tues 14 Apr within octave of Easter 10 am - Health & Social 

 Care workers 
Wed 15 Apr within octave of Easter 10 am - Our Diocesan Clergy 
Thurs 16 Apr within octave of Easter 10 am - The Parish community 
Fri 17 Apr within octave of Easter 10 am - Our elderly & 

 vulnerable people 
Sat 18 Apr within octave of Easter 10 am Tony Ferrao (RIP) 
Sun 19 Apr Second Sunday of Easter 10.30 am 

Shay & Jane Fenton RIP 

 

NO 
PUBLIC 
MASSES 

Fr Antony will 
say Mass 
privately 

each day 
and include 
all requested 

Mass 
intentions 

 

                       Live from Rome:                                  
Urbi and Orbi Easter Sunday, 11 am, BBC 1 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (08044 2189) 
Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Confessions: Saturday at 10.30am after morning Mass 
Rosary: Wednesdays, starting 25 mins before Mass 
Hall Bookings: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

	
 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @ic_portswood 

 
 

bus or train; or walk into a café for a coffee; or 
sit around a table in a restaurant with family 
and friends; or order a drink in the pub, reveal a 
world and freedoms we had too often taken for 
granted! The social isolation often unfolds 
relational challenges with our significant others, 
no matter how much we may love them. There 
are times when we experience waves of hurt, 
misunderstanding and isolation. Globally, too, 
there are millions of refugees displaced by war 
and conflict, who have seen their personal 
worlds destroyed, their personal histories, 
cultures and traditions swept away, feeling 
abandoned and Stateless…This is the via 
crucis being experienced, very poignantly, 
during the Lent of 2010.   
 
But on this Easter Day, amid all of the above, a 
LIGHT has dawned… It is a LIGHT, a vibrant, 
radiant beacon of HOPE, embodied in the Risen 
Christ. As we open our hearts to him, He dispels 
that darkness, heals that woundedness, restores 
that strength, vision and enthusiasm for life. 
From the challenges of the past few weeks, He 
leads us into a renewed awareness and 
understanding of our lives, our relationships and 
our world. The stones, which have often 
entombed us within our own self-preoccupation, 
have been indeed rolled back.   
 
These experiences have opened our eyes to 
how the global family is dependent upon, and 
needs, one another. We have witnessed, in our 
country, communities, and world, myriad acts 

 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1st Reading:  Acts 10:34, 37-43 
Psalm:  117 (118):1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
2nd Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4 
Gospel:  John 20:1-9 
 
 

My dear Friends 
 
Well, I am sure that you have never before 
experienced an Easter quite like this one! A 
blessed Easter to you, your families and friends! 
If you are a visitor to our website family, you are 
now a MOST welcome member of our Faith 
Family! Should you ever be in Southampton, the 
door is always open to you in welcome! 
 
The Easter Triduum, from Holy Thursday to 
Easter Sunday, is a Life Journey. Many of us 
here, and in multiple countries around the world, 
amid the challenges of this pandemic, are living 
out on a daily basis. The pain, suffering, and 
loneliness of Christ’s Passion are replicated in so 
many of our lives, in so many different ways, by 
so many multitudes of people.  
 
This pandemic has rocked our ‘stable’ and 
‘routine’ worlds to their foundations. Lockdown, 
isolation and observing social distance. The 
grinding inability to hop on a 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of selfless heroism, boundless generosity, 
fathomless compassion and great love. 
 
In the experiences and challenges of this 
pandemic, many of us have walked the Via 
Crucis (Way of the Cross). However, just as 
these challenges and experiences have 
sometimes taken us into the tomb with Jesus, so, 
too, as the Risen Lord, He will create a 
resurrection within the very core of our being. As 
I said  
 
in our talks during the Triduum, this can be a time 
for change and transformation. This Easter Day 
is a virtual resurrection and restoration before the 
‘real thing’! 
 
My dear friends, may the Risen Lord embrace 
you with His love. May He give you a renewed 
Spirit within you. May He bless you, and embrace 
you with his Love, Hope, Healing, Courage and 
Strength. 
 

A blessed and joy-filled Easter to you all. 
 

Love, Peace and Blessings, 
Fr. Antony 

 
 
 
 

I would like to say a very special thank you 
to all our parish groups who have worked 
so hard throughout the year. 
 
I shall address this "Thank you" at greater 
length when this pandemic is over. 
 
However, in the current crisis, a special 
thank you to our Parish Council, Finance 
Team, and especially our Pillar Leaders and 
Information Technologists who are working 
endless hours to help us respond to the 
spiritual and pastoral needs and requests 
from our area and parish. 
 

May God bless you all in your ministries. 
Fr Antony 

OUR PASCHAL CANDLE 2020 



 
 
 

EASTER OFFERINGS FOR FR ANTONY 
Traditionally on Easter Sunday (and Christmas day), 
the offerings placed in the collection are for the 
Parish Priest. As you know, Parish Priests rely on these 
offerings to support them personally throughout the 
year. Apart from this they are only paid a small 
allowance from the diocese. However, this year, we 
cannot arrange a ‘plate collection’, so we have 
decided to postpone the collection until the first 
Sunday we return for mass in the Church.  In the 
meantime, you might like to place the money aside 
until we re-open the church. Alternatively, you might 
wish to donate via bank transfer as outlined here.  

The Parish Bank Account details are 
Sort Code 30-93-04  Account No 00887995 

  REF:  EASTER OFFERING (plus your Gift Aid number if 
you donate this way). 
Thank you for your support and patience at this time  
 
VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED 
We are delighted that our phone buddy/ companion, 
prayer buddy and shopping service is helping many of 
our community. We are still having requests and we 
are now becoming short of volunteers. Please could 
you consider offering your services as a phone buddy, 
prayer buddy and/or shopping volunteer. If you are 
already a volunteer and judge that you could take an 
extra person, please let us know. MANY thanks 
everyone. If you are aware of anyone in need, please 
email the office. 
 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL COVID 19 has helpful 
information on their website 
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-
covid19/supporting-you/ Please call the City Council 
on  023 8083 4800 if you need support. Out of hours 
emergency number is 023 8023 3344 
 
RECENTLY DIED Tony Ferrao (RIP) 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Tony 
Ferrao who passed away on Monday morning. Tony is 
the father of Jon from JoJo’s gymn. Clearly at this 
time, sadly, there can be no funeral service in the 
church.  
 
CALLING ARTISTS, POETS AND OTHER CREATIVE TALENTS  
If anyone has penned any creative work linked to 
Easter and/or COVID 19- please let us know and, if 
suitable, we can share them on the web or newsletter. 
 
EASTER GREETINGS 
Easter greetings to all the 8.30 parishioners from John & 
Maryvonne Tipper 
 
 
 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY WAY OF THE CROSS FOR CHILDREN 
A special message for children and their families 
from Mags. 
This is usually a time when I am emailing readings 
and prayers to families and inviting you children 
(and sometimes the ‘grown-ups’!) to take on various 
roles in our Way of the Cross on Good 
Friday. Although we are not able to meet, I hope 
you will be able to take a quiet moment in your day 
to follow the readings, reflections and prayers by 
/going to the parish website documents/ 
resources/young people and downloading the 
service. You can read it by yourself or take turns to 
read passages with other members of your family. 
There is also a colouring sheet available for you to 
download. 
I am sorry that we cannot meet but be assured of my 
thoughts and prayers at this time and keep safe. 

Mags 
 
EASTER ART COMPEITION 
The Easter Art competition is still open until 17th April- 
so please get busy finishing your artwork. We are 
looking forward to seeing them! Prizes available for 
all entries. Please send a photo or slide of your 
finished artwork to both Milly and Maria at the 
following e mail addresses: 
 nekeh@hotmail.com 
 mariadavem@gmail.com 
 
RESOURCES TO HELP ON THE WEBSITE  
On the website under the section ‘documents’ we 
have a host of resources for everyone!  Go to 
‘documents’ and then click ‘resources’. 
https://www.immaculateconception.church/downlo
ads 
Included are the following useful items from the NHS 
website: 
• videos and guidance on how to stay well and fit 
• what to do in an emergency 
• a link to mental health and well being for young 

people. 
• Health and Wellbeing - General Guidance on 

Coronavirus 
• Coronavirus - Looking after your feelings and your 

body 
• Additionally, from the Association of Catholic 

Nurses, ‘Resources for those in Caring 
Roles/Essential Services’ -  a prayer book for 
nurses, doctors and other caring professional  and  
for those who wish to pray for them. There are 
other prayers to support us in this little book. 

Next week we look forward to the next edition of  
‘surviving lock down as a teenager’ from Josh and 
Alessandro! 
 
 



 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP “MY PARISH” 
We have started up a WhatsApp group to help 
parishioners keep in touch and share useful 
information.  
If you would like to join the group, please e mail the 
parish office with your name and mobile phone 
number and we will add you to the group. 
If you have not used WhatsApp before…….. 
WhatsApp is a free app for iphones and smartphones, 
Mac laptops and Windows PCs. It allows you to send 
messages, pictures, videos and even voice 
recordings, as well as make voice and video calls 
over the internet for free, rather than using your 
mobile network which costs you money.  You can 
connect with multiple people in one conversation 
either by texting, phoning or video calling. 
How to get WhatsApp 
If you’re using an iphone/smartphone, head to your  
online app store and search for WhatsApp. Want to 
get WhatsApp on your computer? Then visit 
the WhatsApp website and download it from there. 
 
PARISH FINANCES 
During the current Coronavirus Crisis the parish 
income will be considerably affected.  Whilst we will 
continue to receive the usual offerings from Standing 
Orders and Direct Debits, all other income has 
ceased.  We ask that you please give some 
consideration to other ways that you can help. 
 
1. Even if you cannot use Gift Aid you can still set up 

a Standing Order.  Standing Order forms are 
available on the parish web site if you do not use 
online banking. 

2. Payments to the Parish Emergency Relief Fund can 
be made on the church website or by way of a 
one off bank transfer (Use the reference ERF xx – 
replace the xx with your envelope number if you 
Gift Aid)  If you do not have internet access, please 
just put a cheque in the post to the parish office 
saying what it is for. Please note there is a flat fee 
charge of 4.8% for using this site. 

3. We still need to repay the loan for the roof 
replacement – again a Standing Order or one off 
bank transfer with the reference RF xx will ensure 
that we are able to do so. 

4. Continue to support the Lenten Jam Jar campaign 
– keep filling the jars and keep until the church 
services resume. 

5. If you cannot use bank transfers please consider 
putting aside your usual Sunday Offering in cash, so 
that you have a fund available to support the 
parish when the present emergency is over.    

The Parish Bank Account details are 
Sort Code 30-93-04  Account No 00887995 

THANK YOU 
 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
For those who use Gift Aid envelopes, boxes of 
weekly envelopes for the new tax year commencing 
6th April have been prepared, but cannot be 
distributed in the present Coronavirus Emergency,  
Please continue to set aside your weekly offering, if 
possible, for donation when the crisis is over. 

 

 This day was made by the Lord: we rejoice and are 
glad. Psalm 117 /118 

 
For all those caring for others 

 
HANDS OF LOVE  

  
Lucky the man, 

 lucky the woman, 
 who Till the very end 

 Can feel hands doing good  
The hand that washes with attention,  

The hand that dresses with care,  
The hand that combs with love, 

 The hand that touches with respect, 
 The hand that comforts from the heart, 

 No-one can live without that hand 
 That is tender,  

that guards  
That protects and radiates consolation.  

 Till the end  
One longs for that hand  

Till there is that ‘Other Hand’  
That cures all wounds,  

That heals all pain,  
That wipes all tears, 

 That gives hands and feet  
To that love no-one can be without  

 
Paris September 2002 Translation of a Dutch text by 

Anne Balis 
 

 
 
COVID19-FRONTLINE WORKERS – PRAYER PARTNERS 
We all appreciate the tremendous work being 
carried out for us by all our front line workers, be they 
nurses, doctors, cleaners, porters, refuse collectors, 
carers in the homes, police or military staff etc. We 
would like to offer a personalised prayer companion 
for anyone who is at the frontline or ‘home front’. If 
you would like a prayer partner to sustain you 
through these challenging times, please 
email mary.gobbi@btinternet.com and we will link 
someone to you (with mutual permissions of course!) 
Similarly, if you would like to be a prayer partner, 
please let us know.  THANK YOU ! 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
E Mails to the parish e mail account are being 
monitored.  Fr Antony is available on the phone if 
needed.  However, please e mail if at all possible in 
the first instance 


