
Bringing people close to Jesus Christ through his Church 
 

 

 

 

Parents / Carers some background information about today’s Gospel in which Jesus is shown as the 

Lord of life and death by bringing Lazarus back to life. So we are being prepared for the final journey 

which will begin next week as we recall that over these last three weeks Jesus has brought us faith, 

light and life, we are being shown the path to eternal life.  

Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and Mary, were friends of Jesus, whom they welcomed to their home 

in the village of Bethany, some two miles from Jerusalem. There Jesus often stayed when visiting 

Jerusalem. Jesus was not there, however, when Lazarus died some days before the Passover. Once 

he heard the news of Lazarus’ death he went to be with his friends.  

John’s account describes a typical Jewish burial. Wrapped in linen strips, Lazarus’ body was buried 

the same day he died; his tomb a cave, sealed with a stone, outside the village. His sisters, Martha 

and Mary then began the customary 30 days of mourning at home, receiving the condolences of 

their friends and neighbours. By the time Jesus arrived, Lazarus had been dead for four days. 

Setting the Scene, gather the family and help them to focus before you begin your prayers 

together 

Ask the children to think about how, in nature, things appear to die but, then, they return to a new 

life again. Say how daffodils die away but the bulb remains. If you plant the bulb, it will come to life 

again next Spring. Some of our trees appear to die in the autumn; but they, too, come back to life in 

the springtime. Fruit trees give us their fruit year after year. We can rely on that happening. It is the 

same for other things. Talk to them about tadpoles that die to their old life and come to a new life as 

frogs, and caterpillars that come to new life as butterflies. 

Finally let’s get ready to begin our liturgy, prepare a focal point perhaps containing a bible, some 

spring flowers and twigs and a lit candle. 
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Make the sign of the Cross together saying  

In the name of the Father Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Opening Prayer  

O God you said that where two or more gather in your name you would be present  

As we gather here today in your presence, 

Guide us by the promptings of the Holy Spirit and draw us closer to you. 

 

We Say Sorry  

Lord, by water and the Spirit you give us new life, 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, by the cross you brought pardon and hope, 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, by your death you brought peace and forgiveness, 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Say together A reading from the Gospel according to John, while making the sign of the cross on 

your foreheads, lips and over your hearts – meaning let God’s word be in my thoughts, on my lips 

and in my heart. 

God, help us to listen to your word so that we may see your glory. Amen. 

Either read the Gospel of John 11:1-45 

from your bible, the text below or watch 

the you tube video which is from a 

collection titled stories from the bible. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dca8SSxXCmM 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dca8SSxXCmM
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The Gospel of John, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 

 

There was a man named Lazarus who was sick. He lived in the town of Bethany, where Mary 

and her sister Martha lived. Mary is the woman who later put perfume on the Lord and wiped 

his feet with her hair. Mary’s  brother was Lazarus, the man who was now sick. So Mary and 

Martha sent someone to tell Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

 

When Jesus heard this he said, “This sickness will not end in death. It is for the glory of God. 

This has happened to bring glory to the Son of God.” Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus. But when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was for two more 

days. 7Then Jesus said to his followers, “Let us go back to Judea.”  The followers said, “But 

Teacher, the Jews there tried to kill you with stones. That was only a short time ago. Now you 

want to go back there?”  Jesus answered, “Are there not 12 hours in the day? If anyone walks 

in the daylight, he will not stumble because he can see by this world’s light. But if anyone 

walks at night he stumbles because there is no light to help him see.”  After Jesus said this, 

he added, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep. But I am going there to wake him.” The 

followers said, “But Lord, if he can sleep, he will get well.” 

 

Jesus meant that Lazarus was dead. But Jesus’ followers thought that he meant Lazarus was 

really sleeping. So then Jesus said plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that 

I was not there so that you may believe. But let us go to him now.”  Then Thomas (the one 

called Didymus) said to the other followers, “Let us go, too. We will die with him.” 

 

Jesus arrived in Bethany. There he learned that Lazarus had already been dead and in the 

tomb for four days. Bethany was about two miles from Jerusalem. Many Jews had come there 

to comfort Martha and Mary about their brother. 

 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, and she went out to meet him. But Mary stayed at 

home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But 

I know that even now God will give you anything you ask.”  Jesus said, “Your brother will rise 
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and live again.”  Martha answered, “I know that he will rise and live again in the resurrection on 

the last day.” 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will have life even 

if he dies. And he who lives and believes in me will never die. Martha, do you believe this?”  

Martha answered, “Yes, Lord. I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God. You are the 

One who was coming to the world.” 

 

After Martha said this, she went back to her sister Mary. She talked to Mary alone. Martha 

said, “The Teacher is here and he is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly 

and went to Jesus. 30Jesus had not yet come into the town. He was still at the place where 

Martha had met him. The Jews were with Mary in the house, comforting her. They saw Mary 

stand and leave quickly. They followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to cry 

there. But Mary went to the place where Jesus was. When she saw him, she fell at his feet 

and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

 

Jesus saw that Mary was crying and that the Jews who came with her were crying, too. Jesus 

felt very sad in his heart and was deeply troubled. He asked, “Where did you bury him?”  

“Come and see, Lord,” they said.  Jesus cried.  So the Jews said, “See how much he loved 

him.”  But some of them said, “If Jesus healed the eyes of the blind man, why didn’t he keep 

Lazarus from dying?” 

 

Again Jesus felt very sad in his heart. He came to the tomb. The tomb was a cave with a large 

stone covering the entrance. 39Jesus said, “Move the stone away.”  Martha said, “But, Lord, it 

has been four days since he died. There will be a bad smell.” Martha was the sister of the 

dead man.   Then Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would see the 

glory of God?” 

So they moved the stone away from the entrance. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 

thank you that you heard me. I know that you always hear me. But I said these things because 

of the people here around me. I want them to believe that you sent me.” After Jesus said this, 

he cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out. His hands and feet 
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were wrapped with pieces of cloth, and he had a cloth around his face.  Jesus said to them, 

“Take the cloth off of him and let him go.” 

 

The Leaders Plan to Kill Jesus (this part of the Gospel can be omitted) 

There were many Jews who had come to visit Mary. They saw what Jesus did. And many of 

them believed in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees. They told the Pharisees what 

Jesus had done. Then the leading priests and Pharisees called a meeting of the Jewish 

council. They asked, “What should we do? This man is doing many miracles. If we let him 

continue doing these things, everyone will believe in him. Then the Romans will come and 

take away our Temple and our nation.” 

 

One of the men there was Caiaphas. He was the high priest that year. Caiaphas said, “You 

people know nothing! It is better for one man to die for the people than for the whole nation to 

be destroyed. But you don’t realize this.”  Caiaphas did not think of this himself. He was high 

priest that year. So he was really prophesying that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation 52and 

for God’s scattered children. This would bring them all together and make them one. 

 

That day they started planning to kill Jesus. So Jesus no longer travelled openly among the 

Jews. He left there and went to a place near the desert. He went to a town called Ephraim and 

stayed there with his followers.  It was almost time for the Jewish Passover Feast. Many from 

the country went up to Jerusalem before the Passover. They went to do the special things to 

make themselves pure. The people looked for Jesus. They stood in the Temple and were 

asking each other, “Is he coming to the Feast? What do you think?” But the leading priests 

and the Pharisees had given orders about Jesus. They said that if anyone knew where Jesus 

was, he must tell them. Then they could arrest Jesus. 
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Reflecting on the Gospel with Children  

Invite the children to say what they heard in the story. Ask how they think Martha felt when she saw 

Jesus coming. What did she say? How did Jesus answer her? Remind them of the conversation 

between Jesus and Martha and between Jesus and Mary. Talk about how Jesus was filled with pity, 

emphasise the compassion of Jesus. Ask them what the story might help us to understand about 

Jesus. Talk a little about the Christian belief in life after death, telling them that even after we die we 

will continue to live with God in a new and different way. We don’t understand much about this new 

life but we know we will be happy because we will live with God. 

 

Response  

(purpose is to help the children to remember what they have learnt and apply it to their lives) 

Either ask the children to make a card with the words ‘I am the Resurrection and the Life’.  On the 

reverse of the card ask them to write or draw something they will do this week that is 

compassionate and caring, just as Jesus showed compassion to Martha, Mary and Lazarus. Or you 

might choose to engage in one or more of the activities that follow – play a game of Lazarus in or 

out, make a Lazarus mask, or complete one or both of the worksheets. 

 

We believe in our creed, we say what we believe.  

Invite the children to think about what they are saying when they say the creed.  

Ask this series of questions and invite the children to reply, “I do”: 

 Do you believe that God in God, our loving Father?     I DO  

 Do you believe that Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life?  I DO 

 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit who helps us to understand what God is like?  I DO 

 Do you believe in our holy, Catholic Church, where we come to learn about God?  I 

DO 

 

Let us  Pray  

 ‘You gave new life to Lazarus, and so……’ 

We pray for Christian leaders, that they may always respond to people’s needs. Lord in your 

mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 
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We pray for the world, that we think more about it and all its resources, we 

pray for help to take better care of it. Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all those who are sick and for all those who have died, we pray that they will 

find their home with you. Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all those who care for the sick and for those who are working to make the world 

around us safe. Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer. 

We pray for our friends and families, that they may grow closer to Jesus in this season of 

Lent. Lord in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: God, we know you hear our 

prayers. Help us to hear your voice in 

our lives and to trust in your salvation. 

We make all our prayers through 

Christ our Lord  

All: Amen. 

In the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Please remember to blow out your candle. 

 

 

 

 

 

This liturgy and the accompanying activities have been produced with the help of resources produced 

by the Diocese of Westminster https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/catechesis/childrens-liturgy/   Sdc.me.uk, 

CAFOD https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy , craftingthewordofgod.com Pinterest.   

 

 

 

Children's liturgy 
Prayers and resources for children's liturgy catechists. 

While we cannot gather together in person due to 

coronavirus, we can still come together as a 

community through prayer. Join us online for a virtual 

children's liturgy at 10am GMT on Sunday 22 March. 

Please register to join in. After registering, you will 

receive a confirmation email containing information 

about joining the webinar. 

Register now for a virtual children's liturgy  

https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/catechesis/childrens-liturgy/
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5095942131288155403
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5095942131288155403
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Activities to help you children understand the Gospel.  Let them complete the activity or activities of 

your choice and then use them to help you discuss what happened in the Gospel. You can do this 

during your liturgy or after. 

 

“Lararus come out”  “ Lazarus go in.” GAME 

This energetic fun game should help to get rid of some energy. Identify a safe space in which 

it is okay for your children to run around in – do blow out the candle first, and move anything 

out of the way that could be broken or knocked over by an excitable child.  Then identify a 

space that will be regarded as  inside the cave and another that is outside, and finally a starting 

point to which each child must return after you have called Lazarus. 

Adjust the rues to suit the number of children you have playing. Basically when you call 

Lazarus come out the child must move to the space that is outside the cave, when you call 

Lazarus come in they must go to the space that is inside.  Mix it up by including other 

instructions such as Lazarus lie down which they should not do, they are only correct when 

they respond to either Lazarus come out or come in and are on the correct side of the cave. 

Have fun!! 
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Make a Lazarus mask, either print this page onto card and cut out, or use a paper plate and 

trace the design onto it.  Remember to cut out the eyes and mouth, an adult might need to 

help with the scissor work.  



Bringing people close to Jesus Christ through his Church 
 

 


