
16th February 2020 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A 
“Do not imagine that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets.  I have come not to abolish but to 

complete them.”  (Matthew 5:17) 

 

Sun 16 Feb Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 8.30am 

10.30am 

†Rem Treacy 

†The soul of Tanisha 

Mon 17 Feb The seven Holy Founders of the Servite order ------------ No Service 

Tue 18 Feb Feria 10 am †Barry Foot 

Wed 19 Feb Feria 10 am †Kevin McNeill 

Thu 20 Feb Feria 10 am Roisin (sick) 

Fri 21 Feb St Peter Damian 10 am Holy Souls 

Sat 22 Feb The chair of St Peter 10 am †Hugh Slevin 

Sun 23 Feb Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 8.30 am 

10.30 am 

†Sr Mary de Sales 

Gloria Nabukenya 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 

346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 

Email: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Twitter: @ic_portswood 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Valentina Stilo (07983 883377) 

Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders (023 80442189) 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 

Confessions: Saturdays, 10.30 am after morning Mass 

Rosary: Wednesdays, starting 25 mins before Mass 

Hall Bookings: portswood@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 

 

Today’s readings 

1st Reading – Sirach 15:15-20 

Psalm – 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 

2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

Gospel – Matthew 5:17-37 

 

 
My dear Friends: 

 
The readings this Sunday will certainly ground 
us in our response to God. I think the words of 
the great mystic embody every dimension of 
today’s gospel: let the beauty of what you love, 
be what you do!  
 
We hear a lot of “dos” and “don’ts”, references 
to God’s laws etc, in todays readings. 
Essentially, however, reflections and insights 
into these readings are like peeling back 
seemingly multiple, authoritative layers to 
reveal the beauty of the God who loves and 
invites each one of us into that loving 
relationship. It is like an excavation of the heart 
to enable us to experience and realise our full 
potential to be the souls and people we were 
created to be. 
 
The Jesuit, Fr. Kavanagh, says that this part of 
our personal journey can be a harrowing trip 
down into the mines of our motivation. Gibran 
poetically describes this as the sorrows in our 
lives hollowing our hearts that we can contain 
more love and joy…and I guess this hallowing 
(to make holy/whole, sacred) process of our 
souls’ sacred romance with God. 
 

Love, Peace and Blessings, 
 

Fr. Antony 
 

 

WELCOME  to our Masses this weekend.  Please join us in 

the hall after 10.30 am Mass for tea and coffee. 

 

RECEPTION INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Meeting TODAY, 16th February, after 10.30 am Mass in 

the Lady Chapel with Fr Antony, for all those who are 

currently working with him towards reception into the 

Catholic church, as well as anyone else who may be 

interested.  If you are not able to attend, please 

contact Fr Antony or the parish office. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT  Please join us for a fundraising quiz on 29th 

February at 6.30 pm. Tickets are £5 for adults and £3 for 

children. Teams of 6. Tickets available after both 

Masses. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SESSION REMINDER  The next 

session takes place next Sunday, 23rd February at 9.15 

am in the hall.   

 

ADORATION IN LENT, for a deepening of Faith in our 

Parish  The Liturgy Group has agreed to have an hour of 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 9-10 am 

before mass on weekdays (Tuesday to Saturday) during 

Lent. If you can offer an hour please call the office, or 

email dudley.plunkett@gmail.com, by 20 February, 

giving the day(s) you prefer and a tel. no. or email. Two 

people are needed for each hour. We will send 

confirmation. 
 

BRASS CLEANING Could you spare an hour, perhaps 3 

times each year to help to clean the church brasses 

with an experienced partner? Contact Ann Dunkley on 

02380 444385. 
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS NEXT WEEK: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 9.30 am – 3.00 pm 

 
MONEY LAST WEEK: 

Main Collection: 

Gift Aid Envelopes inc tax reclaim - £56.25 

Loose plate collection – £221.30 

Standing orders - £1100.51 

Second Collection 

Last week:  Racial Justice, inc tax reclaim - £398.96 

This week:  Roof Fund 

Next week – Roof Fund 

_________________________________________ 

MAINTENANCE MORNING Saturday 7 March, 10.30 am 

till 12 noon.  Volunteers needed for checking lights/ 

locks / drains.....meter readings....restoring the bench in 

the presbytery....cleaning.... litter picking.... Please let 

Eleanor know if you can help or just turn up....all help 

gratefully received. (Eleanorg@gse2000.co.uk) 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION FOR PARENTS 

Saturdays at 11.30 am on 14th, 21st & 28th March in our 

church hall.  If you would like your baby/child to be 

baptised during the next few months, please contact 

the parish office for a baptism registration form and 

information pack.  You will also need to complete the 

baptism preparation programme which takes place on 

the above dates.  Please note:  It is essential that you 

agree a date for your child’s baptism with Fr Antony 

before you arrange a date with your family and friends, 

especially if they are coming from abroad.  We do not 

want you to be disappointed if it is not practical to take 

place on a date you have pre-arranged without 

consultation with the parish. 

 

WEEKLY COFFEE MORNING IN THE HALL 

Every Thursday at 10.30 am the hall is open for you to 

drop in for a tea or coffee and chat.  If you are free on 

a Thursday, come in after morning Mass or just drop by 

and bring a friend who could do with getting out of the 

house.  There is a very small group who regularly come 

along but it would be great to see more and all are 

welcome. 

 

LENT STATIONS OF THE CROSS Stations of the Cross will 

be taking place at 3.30 pm in the church, every Sunday 

afternoon during Lent (except for Palm Sunday), led by 

a few parishioners.  If anyone is interested in coming 

along or helping with one of these sessions, please sign 

up to the list on the noticeboard in the porch.  All 

welcome. 

 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE, 26th February - 5th April 2020 

Begining on Ash Wednesday. Through prayer, fasting, 

and peaceful vigil outside abortion centres, we seek to 

offer women alternatives to abortion. Over the past 

years, the amazing power of prayer has saved the lives 

of unborn babies and given peace to women and 

families!   

Launch event: Shrove Tuesday, 25th Feb at St Boniface 

Hall 7pm  Please join us in the vigil (see poster in the 

porch for details) and/or fasting & prayer rota for those 

who cannot be at the vigil!  To sign up for the hours you 

wish to participate at the vigil, you can either text 

07500392321 or register at the website 

40daysforlife.com/Southampton or email 

40daysforlifesouthampton@gmail.com  with your name, 

email and mobile number.   

 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SWAYTHLING & BASSETT :  

The next meeting of the Ladies Group will be in our 

church hall on Friday, 21st February at 2.00 pm.  All 

welcome. 

 

ONE WEEKEND THAT COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter offers marriage 

enrichment weekends to married couples who want 

to enrich their relationship. The weekend is a chance 

to explore your relationship at a deeper, more 

intimate level. Couples of all ages can gain from the 

experience. The next weekend is in Swindon from 6th 

to 8th March. Find out more at wwme.org.uk or 

phone Chris and Mary Farrall 02380 275401 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE, IRELAND, 

Celebrating the feast of St. Patrick.  16th March 2020.  

£599.00 per person. Single supp £100.00.  Flight with 

10kg bag, 4 nights’ Knock House Hotel with breakfast 

and dinner.  All excursions included.  Lunches on 

days out.  Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 

07740 175557 or email 

knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.  Trip run by Knock 

Pilgrimages ATOL T7613. 

 

VOCATIONS 

“It is loyalty to do His will”.  Are you considering 

following the will of God in the consecrated life or 

priesthood?  Contact Fr John Cook, 01329 318869 or 

vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

BMA Consultation on Euthanasia & Assisted Suicide  

Currently the BMA is opposed to both practices.  

Members are now being asked if they believe the 

BMA should actively support, oppose or remain 

neutral on a change in the law to allow these 

practices.  The consultation runs until 27 Feb and it is 

important that as many doctors as possible respond.  

Medical neutrality would be a green light for 

lawmakers to weaken or repeal the laws on assisted 

suicide and euthanasia.  If you are a doctor, please 

consider responding to this consultation. Some useful 

considerations are highlighted in this article which 

can be found online at:  

https://www.carenotkilling.org.uk/articles/bma-

consults-on-euthanasia-assisted-suicide/ 

 

JOJOs GYM MEMBERSHIP  For a limited time you can 

now join JoJo’s gym at a special discounted rate of 

£20/month if you pay by direct debit and this offer 

has been extended for Immaculate Conception 

parishioners to 31st March.  If you would like to take 

advantage of this offer, please bring this newsletter 

with you to the gym with the promotional code 

DD01.  You can check out the website or join on-line 

at www.jojoshealthandfitness.com.  If you have 

recently joined, you can speak to reception to 

arrange this reduced rate. 

 

COMPANION REQUIRED for elderly lady in Bassett.  

Light duties included, such as helping to make food, 

tea/coffee, a bit of cleaning.  One hour sessions 

twice daily.  Remuneration negotiable.  Call Adessa 

on 07531 833309 or 023 80644161. 
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